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Meetings of the Surrey Hills Historical Society 
are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
(February to November) at 8pm. 
 

Venue: The Maling Heritage Centre,  
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury, 3126 
Supper follows the presentation. 
Visitors welcome - $5.00 donation. 
 

Members of the Society are committed to 
documenting the history of the area of Mont 
Albert and Surrey Hills.  
 

In November 2022, the local history collection 
was formally handed over to the Surrey Hills 
Historical Society by the Board of Management of 
the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre. After a 
period in storage, the collection was moved to 
the Maling Heritage Centre adjacent to the 
Canterbury Gardens. This facility is shared by 
SHHS and the Canterbury History Group.  
 

We welcome visitors on Mondays, 10am-3pm or 
by appointment. 
 

Website: 
https://surreyhillshistoricalsociety.org.au/ 
 

Items and stories from the collection appear on: 
Surrey Hills History Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/Surrey-Hills-
History-887879524593056/ and  
Victorian Collections  
https://victoriancollections.net.au 
 

Surrey Hills Historical Society committee: 
President: Vacant 
Vice-President: Vacant 
Public Officer & Treasurer: Alison Dews 
General committee: Jane Addis, Malcolm Barnett, 
Yvonne Bowyer, Phillip Dews, and Stephen 
Gillespie. 
Archivist & Newsletter editor: Sue Barnett 
 

Address for postage: The Maling Heritage Centre 
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury 3126. 
 

Printing of this newsletter: Courtesy of Jess 
Wilson MP, State Member for Kew.  
12 Parkhill Road, Kew, 3101 9853 2999 
Jess.Wilson.MP@parliament.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 

 
 
April monthly meeting - Tuesday 21st 
commencing at 8pm: Will Hogg “The Price of 
Duty - How Thomas Hogg’s Family Served.” 
The Hogg family were prominent in early 20th century 
Surrey Hills. The patriarch, Thomas Hogg was a dynamic and 
engaging man to meet and left a lasting legacy in the Surrey 
Hill community. He was also often referred to as the “father 
of Melbourne industry”. 
 

 
The Hogg family at Kinnoul  

Back Row: (left to right) - William, Aunt Catherine (sister to Thomas), 
Bruce, Norman, Constance 

Sitting: Florence and Thomas 
Front Row: (left to right) Charles, Florence and James. 

NB/ Jack is missing. 
 

The late Captain James Peter Wallace Hogg was one of 
Thomas and Florence Hogg’s six sons and Will Hogg is his 
only son and the youngest and last surviving member of the 
next generation. He has very strong memories of the 
gatherings at the family home in Surrey Hills. He is also 
privileged to have met many of the family, except the two 
sons killed during WW1 and the eldest son Norman, who 
died in 1945. Will’s memories are quite vivid and make him 
extremely proud of the sacrifices taken by the family. 
 
His presentation will provide family background but also give 
some personal detail of the plight of the family back in 
Australia awaiting any news with 5 sons enlisted – an 
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experience shared by many families, often with tragic outcomes.  
 

 
Left: Four of the five Hogg brothers ‘somewhere in France’ 

Right: Delivery truck for the family company James Miller & Co Pty Ltd 
 

More broadly, Will will endeavour to provide a sense of the mood in the Surrey Hill community at the time 
leading up to the declaration of World War 1 and the conditions during and after it. 

 
May monthly meeting - Tuesday 19th commencing at 8pm: Chris Fletcher 
“Memories of an old new Australian” 

Chris is a local resident. He was born in 
1937 and was barely eighteen months old 
on 10 November 1938, Kristallnacht,- 
when the Nazi persecution of Jewish 
families saw the windows of Jewish-owned 
stores, buildings, and synagogues 
smashed. Chris’ grandfather was Jewish 
and he and Chris’ father were arrested. His 
father managed to escape to England and 
eventually came to Australia on the 
infamous HMT Dunera to be interred at 
Hay.  
 
Chris, his brother and mother remained in 
Germany and somehow survived the war. 

It was not until 1955 that Chris arrived here 
from Erfurt in East Germany, escaping from a life under the Stasis. Here he was reunited with his father. 
His mother and brother remained in Europe and although his mother visited Australia many times, she 
never  tried or wanted to come here permanently. 
 
Chris’ story is one of resilience and hope. 

 

Memories of a Sunday School Picnic - Paul Nicholson 
Today, 17 March 2026, is 70 years since a memorable, for me at least, incident at a Sunday School picnic 
organised by St Stephen’s Presbyterian Church at Surrey Hills. Sunday schools were very common at local 
protestant churches in those days. St Stephen’s was possibly one of the biggest, if not the biggest, in the 
Surrey Hills area. The church, built in 1910, continues to stand proud on the corner of Canterbury and 
Warrigal Roads.  
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Every Sunday morning, children would roll up. There must have been at least 100 every Sunday - possibly 
more. I recall there were separate groups: kindergarten, primary, the main group and what was called 
“bible class” for the older teenagers. There was also a thriving Friday evening youth group called PFA and 
an active tennis club with courts on land down a pathway from Broughton Road. The area has been built 
up over the years and the tennis courts long gone. I notice there is no 26 Broughton Road today; perhaps 
that was the official address of the tennis club? The Friday night teenage group activities were very 
popular, especially with those like me who attended a boys only school, and the girls who also attended 
same sex schools. Church youth groups were where teenage boys and girls could gather and mingle in 
“suitable” and parent-approved circumstances! 
 
Sunday school picnics were a highlight of the year and 1956 was no exception. The outing was a train ride 
from Surrey Hills to Mooroolbark and then a picnic in a nearby local park that I recall was no more than a 
paddock. Remember, I was not quite six years old. I’ve always liked trains and continue to enjoy rail travel. 
I distinctly remember on that morning, Saturday 17 March 1956, the train was one of the old “dog box” 
types, officially known as “swing door” carriages.  
 
My recollection of the picnic isn’t too clear but there would have been running races and similar activities. 
The picnic lunch would probably have been sandwiches prepared in advance by our mothers, washed 
down by cordial - maybe lemonade for those with more “comfortable” parents. Public facilities were rough 
and ready 70 years ago. The area is today known as Hookey Park and I understand was considerably 
“spruced up” about 10-15 years ago. The local library adjoins, as do well maintained toilet facilities. 
 
Someone connected with the church had driven a tray truck on to the park /paddock for the kids to play 
on. Safety wasn’t a big issue 70 years ago and kids were happy to amuse themselves. One of the “games” 
that we were playing that afternoon was “I’m the king of the castle and you’re the dirty rascal”. The 
traditional British children's nursery rhyme that gave name to the game was often shouted while playing 
on top of a hill, sandcastle, or climbing frame with one child (the king) standing on a high point while 
others (the rascals) try to take over. That was well the case on what was a fateful Saturday afternoon, for 
me at least. I recall the “king” was a big kid, two years older than me, and of course, I was one of the “dirty 
rascals”. On this occasion, the king was pushing the rascals off the side of the tray truck. No big deal. The 
rascals got up and climbed back on the truck. But not me. I must have hit the ground heavily. 
 
I don’t remember too much about what happened after that, but I must have got home OK (with my 
mother and possibly sister) on the train. My dad would have been busy at home it being a Saturday 
afternoon when he ran his SP book. But that’s another story. Anyway, my condition must have 
deteriorated overnight, as an ambulance was called on Sunday morning. I was taken to the Children’s 
Hospital at the old site in Carlton, where I was operated on for a ruptured spleen and other internal 
complications. Apparently, my condition was far more serious than a five-year-old could imagine but I 
survived and to this day have a big scar witnessing the site of the operation. Today, I expect keyhole 
surgery would do the trick. I was then moved from the Children’s Hospital to the After Care Hospital on 
Victoria Parade, Fitzroy. During this time, I was photographed, with another boy patient, devouring an 
Easter Egg. Easter Sunday 1956 was 1 April. The picture appeared in the newspaper. I’ve got a copy 
somewhere among my mother’s papers but it’s “not immediately available” – meaning it’s safely stored 
somewhere in my garage! 
 
The “king” was a big kid who later achieved considerable success in sporting and career pursuits. I’ve born 
no malice against him and choose not to mention any names. That’s the way it was 70 years ago; the rough 
and tumble of growing up in the Surrey Hills. 



4 Surrey Hills Historical Society Newsletter – April-May 2026 

I was never religious, but kids of my era invariably went to 
Sunday school and many, like me, continued into the 
church youth or sporting groups. The Minister from 1951 
to 1961 was W F Gilmour 1and from 1961 to 1974 W B 
Howden 2. I recall the Sunday School superintendent was 
Mr (Alex?) Martin who lived on Union Road. Other Sunday 
school teachers of the time that I recall were Barry 
Dimelow and Paul Paice. Of course, all were addressed as 
“Mr”. No first names. Mr Broomhead (or perhaps 
Broomfield). Mr O’Shea. Mr Pring and one of the leading 
lights in the PFA was David Tolstrup. 
 
Today, with my partner, Robyn, I visited Hookey Park to 
reflect on that afternoon 70 years ago. 
 
Thanks to Sue Barnett for encouraging me to record my 
memories of “growing up in Surrey Hills in the 1960s”. 
 
 

Celebrating International Women’s Day – Monday 9 March 

 
Presentation portraits of Sophie Christou and Helen Gabriel were taken by Ray Gruchy. 

 

A wonderful afternoon! Not surprisingly, there were many of Helen and Sophie’s loyal customers who 
wished to acknowledge their contribution of our community. Our thanks to Canterbury Neighbourhood 
Centre for providing a room large enough to accommodate us at short notice. Thanks also to photographer 

 
1 William Frederick Gilmour (1905-1996) – Ordained 1939 at Glamorgan, Tasmania; 1940 Chaplain RAAF; 1947 Redcliffs, Vic; 
1951 Surrey Hills; 1961 Coleraine; 1970 South Yarra. 
2 William Balleny Howden (1906-2009)Ordained 1937 at Port Pirie, SA; 1940 Derrinallun, Vic; 1943 Chaplain to AIF forces; 1946 
Ararat; 1950 Murrumbeena; 1962 Surrey Hills, 1974 retired. 
REF: Index of Ministers who served in the Presbyterian Church of Victoria - 
https://illuminate.recollect.net.au/nodes/view/16616 

https://illuminate.recollect.net.au/nodes/view/16616
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Ray Gruchy, to Coral Ross AM for an inspiring address and to Cr Shima Ibuki and Cr Kirsten Langford for 
presenting Helen and Sophie with tokens of appreciation. 
 

AGM – report to members 
All members should have received a copy of the reports presented at the recent AGM and notes from that 
meeting. Max Beaton, a longtime member of the Society, did not seek re-election to the committee. We 
thank Max for his commitment to the Society and its activities. He had been on the committee for many 
years, including several terms as President. 
 
Unfortunately, we currently do not have a complete run of Society newsletters and so do not know exactly 
how long various members have held positions. If any members have kept copies of newsletters prior to  
2012 we would be interested in lending them to copy. 

 
The Bell Family of Surrey Hills and Mont Albert – Mary Bell 
Family Life in 3127 - Taken together, the Bells’ stories of engineering, war service, music teaching, political 
engagement, modelling, gardening, business building help to document family life in Surrey Hills and Mont 
Albert during the 20th century. 
For almost a century, from the early 1900s into the 2000s, the Bell family were part of the everyday 
landscape of Surrey Hills and Mont Albert. From their home ‘Uila’ in Windsor Crescent, Harcourt and Lucy 
Bell raised ten children whose talents, personalities and commitments became woven into the social fabric 
of the district. With a large household, connection with the community and a belief in contributing to local 
life, the Bells created a home that became a gathering place, and an inspiration for generations. 
 
Harcourt and Lucy Bell: Foundations of a Local Legacy 
Harcourt Bell began working at fourteen in his father’s printing-machinery business, and after his father’s 
early death he carried the enterprise as far as he could before joining Sidney Cooke & Company. There he 
gained the technical grounding that shaped his career, eventually leading the engineering department. 
 
In 1905 he joined William George Valentine and Albert Teague in rebuilding the specialised trade of 
repairing and installing printing machinery, a partnership that grew into Bell & Valentine Pty Ltd, a 
respected South Melbourne firm that would later employ several of his sons. 
 
Harcourt’s achievements included designing and building Australia’s first four-colour newspaper press, the 
machine that made full-colour comics and advertising possible in local papers. Alongside this professional 
life, he was active in the Box Hill Progress Association and other civic efforts, helping to create the stable, 
community-minded environment in which Lucy Bell raised their ten children.i 
 
‘Uila’ the family home  

‘Uila’ at 92 Windsor Crescent, Mont Albert, was a big 
and much-loved house that managed to hold a family 
of ten. Not every room was grand, but there was 
always enough space for children, visitors, music and 
the steady rhythm of family life. The property included 
a tennis court that later became home sites for the 
next generation. The name ‘Uila’ is thought to have 
been inspired by Vila in the New Hebrides, where 
Harcourt’s brother William Lockhardt Bell served as a 
customs official. 
 
Left: Harcourt and Lucy Bell play cards at ‘Uila’ 
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Women in the Public Life of 3127 
Lucy Bell helped support the family’s life in Mont Albert for nearly four decades. A devoted gardener and 
steady presence in local social circles, she represented the family on the Surrey School Committee and 
supported Ormiston Girls School.ii 
 
As Mrs Harcourt Bell, Lucy was quietly involved in early women’s civic and political life. In 1909 she 
attended a large ‘poetical afternoon’ at Ellingworth’s Studio in Box Hill, where suffrage leader Vida 
Goldstein spoke to more than a hundred women about women’s role in public affairs.iii From 1911 to 1913, 
Lucy was a regular subscriber and donor to the Women’s Political Association (WPA) and The Woman 
Voter, supporting campaigns for women’s rights, equal pay, and non-party political advocacy. In 1913, both 
Lucy and her son Robert Bell contributed to the WPA’s election fund WPA’s election fund - supporting 
campaigns for equal pay and women’s political participation.iv 
 
In 1915, Lucy aligned herself with progressive women’s networks by attending one of Melbourne’s earliest 
public meetings on sex education and women’s health,v donating to the Women’s Labour Bureau’s 
unemployment relief fund and hosting a Women’s Co-operative Association meeting (here mentioned as 
Station Road), helping local women organise household resources during wartime.vi 
 

 
Bell siblings - Alice front left and Dorothy front right, Lucy Bell centre front. 

Back row - L to R:  Alan, William, Harcourt, Bert and Norman. 

 
The Next Generation of Bell Women 
No doubt the Bell women were not only homemakers; they were active participants in the early civic life of 
the Surrey Hills district. Lucy as a busy mother of ten was steady, curious, and community-minded and 
helped shaped the daughters who followed her. Ivy, Dorothy, Alice and their sister-in-law Rhoda Bell (wife 
of Bert) all became active in public and local life in ways that heightened their talents and the 
opportunities of that time.  
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Dorothy and Alice Bell: Music, Education and Cultural Life 

 
Left: Advertising for Violin and Piano - Box Hil Reporter 7 May 1926 

Right: Dorothy Bell on the veranda at ‘Uila’ 
Dorothy and Alice Bell, the youngest daughters were central to local musical life, teaching from the 
Windsor Crescent family home and performing widely in the district. Both sisters attended the Miss 
McCleverty’s Ladies’ College in Durham Road, one of the small local private girls’ schools at that time. 
Dorothy continued her training at the New Conservatorium and studied privately with Mont Albert violinist 
and conductor Professor Stanislaus de Tarczynski.vii Her musicianship developed into a serious professional 
career: she performed across Melbourne, appeared on radio, played with the Musical Society of Victoria, 
and served as a lead violinist with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. 
 
Alice, holding both L.A.B. and L.Mus.A. qualifications from the University of Melbourne, became a 
respected teacher of piano, violin and harmony, and like Dorothy she too performed regularly often for 
charity,viii including several joint appearances on 3AR radio in the 1920s.ix Together, Dorothy and Alice 
made the Bell household a small centre of musical learning in Mont Albert. 
 
Ivy Bell - Domestic Design and Community Life  
The eldest daughter Ivy Bell, who lived opposite her parents’ house, had steady involvement in the local 
Surrey Hills Australian Women’s Association. She was also known for winning a prize in "The Herald" Ideal 
Homes Exhibition for the best design for a labour-saving bungalow in 1925.x 
 
Rhoda Bell – A life of Service Activism and Quiet Courage 

Rhoda Bell (née Hill), living at 9 Warwick Avenue and wife of 
Bert Bell and mother of five boys, Harry, Bob, Jim, Graham and 
Norm, brought a powerful sense of justice and compassion 
into the Bell family, shaped by the hardships of two world 
wars and the Great Depression.  
 
After her marriage in 1916 she became known locally for her 
generosity, supporting struggling neighbours during the 1930s 
and even taking in a young British evacuee Arthur Baker during 
the war. She contributed to the war effort herself by sewing 
parachutes, a practical expression of her commitment to 
service.  
 
Left: Rhoda Bell 
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Above: Bell family outside Coonara at Warwick Avenue 

L to R – British evacuee Arthur Baker, Rhoda, Graham, Norman, Jim and Bert. 
 
Rhoda’s community leadership grew through the Surrey Hills Auxiliary and the campaign to establish the 
new Box Hill Hospital, and she later became a prominent advocate for women and children as president of 
the Melbourne branch of the New Housewives Association. xiHer work continued through the Union of 
Australian Women and the Australian Peace Council, culminating in her selection to lead Australia’s 
delegation to the 1952 International Conference in Defence of Children. Her early death later that year cut 
short a life defined by compassion, courage, and a deep belief in fairness. 
 
Bert (Robert) Bell - Engineer, Civic Leader, and Transport Reformer 
Bert Bell was active in Surrey Hills civic life, combining his 
engineering knowhow with decades of community 
leadership. As managing director of Bell and Valentine Pty 
Ltd, he oversaw construction of “the first Australian-built 
news press” xiiand became widely known as an authority on 
newspaper machinery.  
 
Locally, through the Surrey Hills Progress Association, he 
pushed for better suburban rail services, writing to local 
papers about “the unsatisfactory train services on the Box Hill 
line” and urging earlier electrification. He helped organise 
deputations to the Railway Commissioners and argued for 
coordinated improvements across the eastern suburbs. xiii His 
interest in transport grew into a broader idea when, in 1946, 
The Age described him as “a keen student of transport 
problems” and reported on his proposal for an underground 
city railway loop inspired by Chicago’s system. xiv Alongside 
this, during World War II he coordinated war-stamp 
fundraising in his street, rallying neighbours in support of 



9 Surrey Hills Historical Society Newsletter – April-May 2026 

national relief efforts. He also served for many years in the Australian Natives’ Association as assistant 
secretary, treasurer, auditor, vice-president and president, contributing speeches, organising events, and 
shaping local Surrey Hills culture.  
 
William and Norm Bell: Service in the First World War 
Two of the Bell brothers, William (Bill) and Norm, served in the First World War. Their role in WW1 has 
been recorded and noted on the Surrey Hills Shrine and the Surrey Hills State School Honour Board 
unveiled in 1919. xv Part of their time overseas included working in industry, which helped build their skills 
for the family run printing engineering business Bell & Valentine. Their enlistment and service left lasting 
marks on the family. William went on to be CEO of Bell & Valentine after his elder brother Bert’s untimely 
death in 1950. Norman’s wonderful skills in machining led to him establishing his own business and he was 
known for his role during World War II as Chairman of The Machine Tool Commissioners of Australia 
formed to build tools for the war effort. 
 
Bob Bell: From Surrey Hills Primary to National Recognition 
Bob Bell’s life took an unexpected and memorable path. He grew up in Surrey Hills, attended the local 
primary school, and served in Papua New Guinea during the Second World War, an experience that 
marked his generation. Before the war, he had already begun performing with the Mont Albert Players, 
appearing in community productions alongside his uncle Alan Bell and aunt Dorothy Bell. These lively local 
shows, such as the 1939 comedy Mummy and the Mumps at the Surrey Hills Presbyterian School Hall, 
sparked his lifelong love of theatre.xvi 

 
After performing during the war, Bob’s warmth and stage 
presence drew him back to performance, and by the 1950s 
he had become a popular male model. He appeared on 
the cover of Women’s Day and featured in advertising 
campaigns across Australia and Great Britain, 
demonstrating a new post-war ideal of modern Australian 
masculinity. His journey from schoolboy performer to 
soldier, actor, and national model reflects the changing 
culture of mid-century Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     Above: Bob as poster boy for Melbourne Railways 

 
i Built First Four-Color Press (1945, June 9). The Herald (Melbourne, Vic. : 1861 - 1954), p. 5. Retrieved March 1, 2026, from 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article249159009 
ii Surrey School Committee. (1911, April 7). The Reporter (Box Hill, Vic. : 1889 - 1925), p. 7. Retrieved January 14, 2026, from 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article89698156 

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article89698156
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