Surrey Hills
Historical
Society Inc

Meetings of the Surrey Hills Historical Society
are held on the 3" Tuesday of the month
(February to November) at 8pm.

Venue: The Maling Heritage Centre,
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury, 3126
Supper follows the presentation.

Visitors welcome - $5.00 donation.

Members of the Society are committed to
documenting the history of the area of Mont
Albert and Surrey Hills.

In November 2022, the local history collection
was formally handed over to the Surrey Hills
Historical Society by the Board of Management of
the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre. After a
period in storage, the collection was moved to
the Maling Heritage Centre adjacent to the
Canterbury Gardens. This facility is shared by
SHHS and the Canterbury History Group.

We welcome visitors on Mondays, 10am-3pm or
by appointment.

Website:
https://surreyhillshistoricalsociety.org.au/

Items and stories from the collection appear on:
Surrey Hills History Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/Surrey-Hills-
History-887879524593056/ and

Victorian Collections
https://victoriancollections.net.au

Surrey Hills Historical Society committee:
President: Sue Barnett

Vice-President: Euan Walmsley

Treasurer: Alison Dews

General committee: Jane Addis, Malcolm Barnett,
Max Beaton, Yvonne Bowyer, Phillip Dews, and
Stephen Gillespie.

Archivist & Newsletter editor: Sue Barnett

Address for postage: The Maling Heritage Centre
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury 3126.

Printing of this newsletter: Courtesy of Jess
Wilson MP, State Member for Kew.

12 Parkhill Road, Kew, 3101 9853 2999
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Surrey Hills Historical Society Inc
Newsletter: October 2025

Monthly meeting, Tuesday 21 October. at
8pm: A new look at Norman Carter’s films -
‘Paddocks to Suburbs’ with film historian
Chris Long

Norman Carter was born in 1899 in Fitzroy, the youngest of
eleven children, and came to Surrey Hills with his family in
1918. They were keen church people and Norman
contributed to the life of Holy Trinity Anglican Church in
Union Road in many capacities over his lifetime. One of his
roles was as film projectionist for children’s matinees held in
Trinity Hall.

Norman was an engineer spending a large part of his
working life as the head of the drafting office for the State
Electricity Commission. He specialized in conveyor belt
engineering and was involved with the development of the
Eldorado Dredge, the Maffra Sugar Beet and the Yallourn
Briquette Works.

Norman’s
keen interest
in
photography
began at an
early age. He
purchased an
8mm movie
camera in
1937 and prior
to and during
the Second
World War he
began
recording both
family and
local events of
note. His
precision and
eye for the
significant were refined through his membership of the
Victorian Amateur Cine Society. Some gems show trips to
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Wattle Park, swimming competitions at Surrey Dive, local school celebrations, and trips to Bill Maughan’s
Wildlife Park in North Balwyn. As he was an air raid warden during the war, air raid precaution drills around
his Everton Grove home in Surrey Hills, digging trenches in 1942 at Camberwell East Girls School and in the
Canterbury Gardens represent rare and important footage of suburban life during this period.

Photos courtesy of the Carter family.

Members may remember that film historian Chris Long screened some early film of Melbourne and
Camberwell last year. He worked for 40 years in documentary broadcasting with ABC radio and elsewhere,
as well as in film and sound archives. He has published extensively on early Australian films. During the
1990s he published an ongoing series of articles in the magazine Cinema Papers dealing with Australia’s
earliest films.

In a project funded jointly by Surrey Hills Historical Society and the Box hill Historical Society, Chris has
worked with Norman Carter’s original 8mm film, digitized by Mike Trickett, to produce a compilation of
films shot between 1937 and the 1950s with contemporary footage of the sites, maps, historic stills,
excerpts from oral history given by Norman’s daughters, Beth and Nancy, now in their nineties, and
relevant commentary.

Monthly meeting - Tuesday 18 November at 8pm: Melissa Woosnam - “My
families and 3127’

Melissa used the restrictions of Covid-19 to research her family history, at the end of which she produced
an impressive book for her family, an edited version of which she generously donated to our collection,
along with other material.

Members of Melissa’s family held prominent positions and were associated with at least 3 properties in
Surrey Hills and Mont Albert, all of which are extant today.

Apart from documenting her forbears’ achievements, Melissa’s work is a great example of where family
history meets a broader social history.
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Little Lugno being

99
Juilt next door at ==

5t Georges Ave

‘Lugano’ in Mont Albert Road and ‘Little Lugano’ built next door at 22 St Georges Avenue from Melissa’s book. Phillip Edward
Holmes, the youngest son of William and Martha Holmes, is standing in front of the ‘Lugano’ gate.

Above: William Alfred Holmes (1855-1921) and his wife Martha Paull (1861-1952)

A key figure in Melissa’s history is William Alfred Holmes, who arrived in Melbourne in 1879 and who, as
the Chief Electrical Engineer with the Victorian Railways, designed the electrification of the Melbourne
suburban network. He and his family lived briefly at ‘Monserrat’ in Wandsworth Road but then moved to
‘Lugano’ in Mont Albert Road and later built ‘Little Lugano’ next door at 22 St Georges Avenue.

One of William’s children, Herbert (1890-1976) married Doreen Tarrant, the only daughter of Harley
Tarrant, a pioneer in Australian motoring history. He patented an engine powered by kerosene and
although this ultimately failed, Harley Tarrant went on to play an important part in early automotive
history.

Article: Laundry businesses which operated in Surrey Hills and Canterbury, c1890-1920.
This article, researched by volunteer Hilary Deayton, along with a wicker laundry basket and appropriate
laundry props, was part of our recent exhibition.

In 19t century homes, the weekly wash was a difficult and laborious task, often taking an entire day.
Delicate fabrics, like wool or silk, had to be carefully handwashed, while robust fabrics were boiled in a
large tub or ‘copper’ over a gas or wood fire, then rinsed several times, wrung out and hung to dry. With
scrubbing, lifting and toiling over hot water and washing soda, it was very hard on the hands and back.
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Then there was starching and ironing, which could take another whole day. It’s no wonder people were
keen to outsource this if possible.

Taking in other people’s washing was one of the few jobs available to poorer women, especially those with
children, such as widows or deserted wives. Some women started shopfront laundries and became
‘professional washerwomen’. In Surrey Hills, Mrs Eliza Caddy opened a laundry at 116 Union Road in 1892.
By 1893 she had sold this business to Mrs Margaret Hawkins, who ran it at these premises for a year or so
before moving to Suffolk Rd (1895) and Shepherd Street (1900).

o0, per vup. MRS. EDMOND,
ALl Kixps or Summer Drixks.  Ladies’ Nurse,
Mrs. HEAD, Proprictress. pen for Engagement at her own
liome or otherwise.
Mrs. CEddy Rochester Road, Canterbury.
Notifies (o the residents of Sorrey Hills y >
Canterbury, and Box Hill that she has SURREY HILLS LAUNDRY.
OPENED A LAUNDRY Mrs. Hawkins
OPPOSITE SURREY HILLS STATION. olifies l:zc residents of Nurrey Hills and
Work done on most reasonable terms, strict that she Las PURCHASED the
Post Carda sltended to. A Trial Solicited R “L\l::\ t:\:lu (;? A
Union Road, Surrey Hills
inted and pub!hhed b" Gro. C. Basonr, (Opposite the Station).
x the P tore, Tussas C. Barony and M Work Guaranteol,  Charges Modernle,
Guiu. C. Buiont, st the WO&“ Letters mod st Curds attendad to.
Main-sireet, Box Eill, oppenie Station

Camberwell News Agency,
IMBERWELL JUNCIIUN AND RAIJ
WAY STATION,

Image source: Left - Box Hill Reporter, 30 June 1893 (Mrs Caddy ad cropped);
Right - Box Hill Reporter August 1893 (Mrs Hawkins ad cropped)

Various items of laundry could be dropped off, or collected, for washing, drying, starching, ironing, before
being parcelled up in paper ready to be picked up or delivered direct to the clients’ homes. Professional
washerwomen became less common in the 20th century, and commercial laundries began to appear, often
operated by Chinese families, many of whom had originally had furniture-making businesses.

The move by Chinese immigrants into furniture-making had its beginnings in the gold rush days when
Chinese miners made wooden boxes to transport gold back to China. Their furniture, often made from
rattan and Australian cedar, appealed to people on limited incomes both for its price and contemporary
style. However, in 1896, discriminatory legislation severely impacted the Chinese furniture trade. “During
the depression of the 1890s, many Chinese cabinet makers lost their jobs and turned to running laundries.
In a few years almost every suburb in Melbourne had its own Chinese laundry. In 1913, 31 per cent of
Victorian laundry workers were Chinese, compared with less than five per cent in New South Wales.”

There are records of at least four Chinese men operating laundries in Surrey Hills and Canterbury between
1890 and 1915.

AH NIN — Address: Canterbury Road, possibly number 235, in 1904

“Between 10 am on Sunday and 10 am on Monday last, the premises of Ah Nin, Chinese laundry,
Canterbury road, were burglariously entered. Borrowing a shovel from Edmond’s coal yard, the thief
effected an entrance by prizing up the side window. The usual devastation of boxes and drawers was
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observed, but fortunately very little spoil was obtained, Nin’s loss amounting to 5/- in silver, a quantity of
Chinese ornaments, and a large knife. Ah Nin was in Melbourne keeping up the Chinese New Year’s Day
while the busy burglar was quietly ransacking his premises in Canterbury road. This is the second burglary
on Ah Nin’s premises within the last 6 months.”

REF: The Box Hill Reporter, Fri 19 Feb 1904, Page 4, ‘The Busy Burglar’.

LON KEE - Address: 332 Canterbury Road in 1906/07
No other record yet found, other than the entry from Alan Holt’s index card ‘Laundries’.

NIM SING - Address: 332 Canterbury Road from 1907-1914

Nim Sing apparently took over from Lon Kee and may have been previously based at 235 Canterbury Road.
“Between Rochester Road and the railway gates were very old wooden shanties, the corner one being
occupied by F Edmonds, grocer, with Nim Sing Chinese Laundry at the rear”.

REF: ‘Early History of Canterbury District’, 1951, p19 - Memories of David Staig.

PONG QUONG — Address: 359 Canterbury Road from 1902-1923

Pong Quong’s place in the community is best documented. He may have been at the above address (or
elsewhere nearby) earlier as well. There are both newspaper and anecdotal references for him.

“Poor old Pong Quong. He was one of the best known (illegible) in the district. A man of about 50 years,
dressed in loose trousers and an embroidered velvet jacket, and decorated wooden slippers as clogs; he
had an extensive business, calling for and delivering shirts, collars, handkerchiefs, and other articles which
he brought to a whiteness I've never seen equalled. ... He had many a tale to tell of China and his wife and
family over there... Each Christmas every customer received a pot of preserved ginger or a fan or some
other token as he wished each ‘A Melly Christmas’. A genial man, he lived among us for many years and
was much respected. He could however if unduly teased by larrikins become greatly annoyed...which was
frightening; but on the whole he was a quiet, simple-minded, decent, hard-working man. | think he drifted
back to China when he had made his pile. . | can still see him in retrospect on a winter’s day, walking to the
railway station with his hands in the wide sleeves of his jacket to keep warm”.

REF: Halfway up the Hill” — the autobiography of Ernest Wm Swan (17/4/1888-3/10/1970), p.25

Left: Image source originally from Samuel Adams Drake, The Making of
the Great West (1887)

Found on
https.//chineselaundry.wordpress.com/2013/08/24/creating-negative-
images-of-the-chinese-laundryman/, found on this site 25 Aug 2025.

Several newspaper articles reference Pong Quong. “Next to
Whannell’s is the Chinese laundry of Pong Quong. A number of Pong’s
shirts and collars were removed, but it is stated that he recovered
them all. He suffered no great damage by fire. Adjoining the Celestial’s
shop is a grocery store conducted by Mr A. Cook”.

REF: Fire Sensation at Surrey, Box Hill Reporter, Fri 20 May 1910 p 5

“Inscriptions in Chinese announced a rather belated ‘Happy New Year’
to all whom could interpret them. These and many of the dresses were
lent by Pong Quong.”

REF: Girls’ Friendly Society Bazaar at Canterbury, Box Hill Reporter, Fri

12 April 1907, p4

CHINESE LAUNDRYMAN.

“Next to Martin the Grocer was Pong Quong Chinese Laundry, for
whom | delivered laundry as a boy. Pong was a jolly fine old chap too.... Another sight was to see old Pong
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Quong on his way to the station on a Sunday afternoon (no trains in the morning then) Pong would be
dressed in traditional Chinese costume, silk coat and trousers, pigtail and carved boots with turned-up
toes; hands pushed up the sleeves to keep them warm.”

Ref: ‘Early History of Canterbury District 1951. Memories of David Staig (Jr), p.19 and p.21

Alan Holt’s property registers for Surrey Hills record the shops in a row on the north side of Canterbury
Road In c1910 they were: 351 Armstrong (Bootmaker), 353 Gathercole (Butcher) 355 Staig (Blacksmith),
357 Whannel (confectioner) 359 Pong Quong (laundry) 361 Wagglen (Furniture carrier).

The presence and role of these early Chinese residents is not well documented. We would welcome any
further information.

Recent exhibition: ‘My life and a suitcase’

LS5 AN EXHIBITION ¢aiy
= 4 MY LIFE AND
SUITCASE i

This was the first time since our Society and the Canterbury History Group moved into the Maling Heritage
Centre that we have undertaken to mount an exhibition, rather than a display. The idea of using suitcases
as the means of telling stories of local community members derived from an exhibition, | saw in Berlin at
the Tranenpalast (‘Palace of Tears’).

Stories of migration and other travels were gathered from members of the two groups and from friends,
neighbours and traders. John Butler Maling’s tool chest, sadly minus its tools, was the oldest ‘case’ in the
exhibition, but the case that attracted most attention was the representative ‘brown school case’ that
thousands of Australian primary school children took to school. Many of these were manufactured by
‘Globite’, a brand created by the Ford Sherrington Company of Kippax Street, Surry Hills, Sydney.
Established in 1911, this company sourced trunk makers from Great Britain to develop a skilled workforce
and develop a brand with a reputation for producing quality goods. The company initially marketed its
suitcases under the name ‘Fordite’ and was able to expand during the First World War, not only because of
the withdrawal of German competition, but because their patented fibre was used to manufacture the
gaiters worn by Australian soldiers. 2

The exhibition was opened by the Mayor of Boroondara, Cr Sophie Torney and was visited by
approximately 300 people, including visits from the 4 year-old kinder children from Canterbury Gardens
Kindergarten.

The stories with photos from the exhibition are being bound into a book. If you missed visiting, you might
like to read the book.

1 See: https://museumforall.eu/museum/berlin-tranenpalast/
2 For further information see: https://globite.com/pages/our-story
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The meeting room is not particularly well set up for exhibitions and some lateral thinking will be needed to
stage future exhibitions. We are limited to having 3-week blocks for these, coinciding with school holidays.
Surrey Hills will be allocated the July holidays in 2026 and Canterbury the September holidays. Please let
Sue know if you have ideas for future exhibitions or if you would like to join the planning group.

Current research topic - Otto Preuss -
undertaker

The insertion of an advertisement from 1902 for Otto Preuss
in the Spring 2025 issue of the Burwood Bulletin, and an
update in the forthcoming edition, has resulted in a search for
more information about Otto Preuss, an undertaker of
Hawthorn, who established branch offices in Surrey Hills and
elsewhere, as documented in this advertisement.

L

OTTO PREUSS & SONS,

. BYRWOOD RD. ;g.ngTHORN Chris Naylor of Blackburn has written to the “Letter to the
0. 7. AC, ).

BURKE ROAD, " OAMBER W EL ERB itor” i i i [
e e B B L, sad CA‘H'I'.I‘.Ll"U’Bg..u" Editor” section of Burvyood Bulletin recalling havmg.sgen the
""‘““f’"m,"“"{_ﬁ,.u,m:,"""m_'_’“ ble Prioss grave of Otto and Matilda Preuss as a youth when riding

Plomes provided.
HAWTHOBRN AMBULANOE sapplied Day aad Naght.

through Box Hill Cemetery. “The name ‘Otto Preuss’ rang a

bell in my mind. As a young’un, (I'm now approaching 60),
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when I'd ride my bike through Box Hill Cemetery, a neat little headstone used to regularly catch my eye
and stuck in my mind: ‘OTTO & MATILDA PREUSS’. I've just revisited the cemetery and found it, sadly now
broken and sunken. ... | then did a bit of Googling and found, thanks to a Facebook post from Surrey Hills
Historical Society, that Otto also had a site in Surrey Hills.”

So, what do we know about Otto? Otto Heinrich Julius Preuss was born in ¢1845 in Prussia (now part of
Poland), the eldest son of Karl Preuss. A newspaper article quoted below indicates that he worked as an
undertaker in Germany (Prussia) and also Russia before he migrated to the United States, where on 28
January 1875,2 he married Matlide Bernhardina Goedeke, eldest daughter of Henry Goedeke of Racine,
Wisconsin. They arrived in Victoria in 1880 and he established himself as an undertaken in Hawthorn,
residing at 214 Burwood Road. He became naturalised in 1894 and he and his wife Matilde had four sons
and three daughters.

Children:

Lucy Mary (1876-1953)

Eduard Otto (1882-1950)

Robert William (1884-1938)

Ida May Marie (1885-1973)

Heinrich Carl (1887-1953)

Emilie Hilda (1890-1969)

Edwin Oscar (1893-1947)

Lucy was born in Racine, Wisconsin; all the other children were born in Hawthorn.

Otto Preuss’ business was a family affair. Eduard and Heinrich are listed in electoral rolls as undertakers
and Robert as an embalmer. At some point, Robert left the family business to work for an undertaker in
Queensland.

Ads inserted in a variety of papers reveal Otto’s entrepreneurial approach to business. As well as providing
funeral needs, in the early days he provided furniture warehouse facilities and at other times an
ambulance service. Although his services were focused on the eastern suburbs, in 1913 he advertised
branches in Ferntree Gully and Emerald.

OTTO PREUSS,

Hawthorn TFurniture Warchouse and

Otto Preuss,

UNPERTAKER, ETC.
BURWOOD ROAD, HAWTHORN,

(Opposite E.N, & A, O, Bank.)
Anburn Koad, Auburn,

Whitehone Lioad, Box Hill & Surrey Hills,
Malvern Branch, tilenferrie road, Malvern
Willinmus & Fergusson agents.
Oppo. Congregational charch,
Funerals carefally conducted at most
reasonable rates.

I"lumes, Palls, Crapes, and all Funera
accessories provided at Melbourne prices.

Undertaker,
LBURWOOD ROAD, GLENFERRIE:
Box IIill—C. Sutton, Agent.

. Glenferrie-rond, Malvern,
Auburn-road, Auburn.

Funeralo carcfully conducted at most
reasonablo prices.
Plumcs, DPalls, Crapes, and all Funera

Accossories provided at Melbourne Charges. 5

OTTO PREUSS,

Hawthorn Furniture Warel LE ical Und
HEAD OFFICE—BURWOOD ROAD, HAWTHORN,
Bnnchn—:o. 1, Auburn Road. ‘ No. 4, Box Hill,

0. 2, Camberwell. No. 6, Burrey Hills.
No. 8, Malvern, No. 6, Lower Hawthorn,

Telephons No. 7 Hawthorn Bxchange.

Otto was also proactive in adopting new techniques as the following article demonstrates:

AN INNOVATION.

Mr. Otto Preuss, the well known undertaker, of Glenferrie, has lately introduced a new style of casket for
interment purposes. It is manufactured by the Patent Universal Casket Company. Mr. Preuss, who has had
a large experience of the requirements of the business in Germany, Russia, and America, has been so

3 Ref: The Age, Silver wedding notice, 29 January 1900
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impressed with the new invention that he has ordered in large supply from the makers, and strongly
recommends the adoption of the new idea by all classes. Specimens can be seen at his show rooms and
branches, and also at his head office, 212 and 214 Burwood-road, Glenferrie. The caskets are, from a
sanitary point of view, a great improvement on the old coffins so long used. Not only are they more artistic
in appearance; but they are so constructed that any moisture that may arise from the body, even during
the hottest weather, is at once absorbed by a disinfectant substance. The result is that a corpse may be
retained much longer than in the ordinary coffins, without the slightest offence. Mr. Preusse (sic) has also
introduced a white hearse, intended to be used in burying children and young people. This is a decided
improvement on the black hearse to which we have been so long accustomed. There is no particular
reason why death should be made as sombre as possible, it would certainly be better to try and get rid of
some of the usual trappings of woe. If the public will only take a practical view of the position they will
demonstrate their approval of Mr. Preuss’ departure from the outset. Too long have we been used to the
old style of mountings; this is an age of progress, and Mr. Preuss, has made a good start. No doubt there
are those who will criticise the action taken by Mr. Preuss, but his many friends will recognise his work
enthusiastically and support him. During his fifteen years in Hawthorn he has greatly sympathised with the
poor in the district, and further assures us that the funeral expenses are reduced to the lowest prices.

A funeral on Saturday of a young lady who died at Hawthorn, was marked by a somewhat less lugubrious
aspect than is usual. Instead of the customary black hearse and coffin the remains were conveyed to the
cemetery in a white-coloured hearse drawn by a pair of white horses, while the body was enclosed in a
patent white cement casket, used, we are informed, for the first time in the colony. Mr. Otto Preuss,
undertaker, of Burwood road, Hawthorn, who had been entrusted with the funeral arrangements, is the
introducer of these patent casket coffins, and claims that they are less liable to decay than those
constructed of wood. As the funeral passed through the streets enroute for the cemetery it attracted
considerable attention.

Ref: Box Hill Reporter, Friday 6 September 1895

It is not known exactly when Otto expanded his business to Surrey Hills, but photos exist that show his
advertising on the sides of two separate buildings, and in 2014, during the part demolition of buildings in
Union Road, making way for Coles Local part of one of those signs appeared briefly before it was found
that the facade of the building could not be saved.

Above: SHP1459
Right: Photo of demolition in Union
Road for Coles Local, taken by Sue

Barnett, 2014

Otto and Matilde Preuss are not the only family members buried in the Baptist section of Box Hill
Cemetery. They occupy grave site B-0497; Edward Otto and Clara May Preuss occupy B-0498 and Robert
William and Oscar Edwin occupy B-0495. (Names as spelt on the cemetery records.)
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Book launch: ‘People of The Shrine’ - Remembrance Day, 11 November 2025

Members are invited to attend the launch of Sandra Dexter’s
book at Holy Trinity Hall, 177 Union Road, Surrey Hills on
Remembrance Day, 11 November, 2.30-4.30pm.

Researched and edited by Sandra Dexter, a former Surrey Hills
resident and a member of the Society, this is a 650+ page

1 book, which acknowledges the more than 500 people listed
oo sy Grrs e on the panels of The Shrine in the Surrey Gardens. It is the
culmination of years of work. Surrey Hills Historical Society
has supported this work in a number of ways and its
publication has been enabled by the financial support of Navy
Health and a private donor.

The original goal of this project was simply to
identify these people; to create a reference
source. This expanded into finding out more
about what they did and what they
experienced. Along the way the community
ties to one another were revealed: brothers
and sisters, fathers and sons, uncles and

nephews, in-laws, sweethearts, friends, work
mates, neighbours, school chums, fellow cadets; some embarking on the same day, serving in the same
battalion. Letters and articles, family notices, missing reports and images are collated to give a glimpse of
what they faced and knew.

It is a wonderful tribute to those who served in WW1 from our area and copies of the book will be given to
descendants of those listed.

Please RSVP: 5 November to shhistory3127@gmail.com to assist with catering.

We would also appreciate some help with setting up the hall from 1.30pm. Please contact Alison Dews if
you can assist.
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