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Meetings of the Surrey Hills Historical Society 
are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
(February to November) at 8pm. 
 

Venue: The Maling Heritage Centre,  
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury, 3126 
Supper follows the presentation. 
Visitors welcome - $5.00 donation. 
 
Members of the Society are committed to 
documenting the history of the area of Mont 
Albert and Surrey Hills.  
 
In November 2022, the local history collection 
was formally handed over to the Surrey Hills 
Historical Society by the Board of Management of 
the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre. After a 
period in storage, the collection has now been 
moved to the Maling Heritage Centre in the 
Canterbury Gardens. This facility is shared by 
SHHS and the Canterbury History Group.  
 
Volunteers are continuing to work on unpacking 
and arranging the collection. We welcome visitors 
on Mondays, 10am-3pm or by appointment. 
 

Website: 
https://surreyhillshistoricalsociety.org.au/ 
 
Items and stories from the collection appear on 
the Surrey Hills History Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/Surrey-Hills-History-
887879524593056/ and on Victorian Collections 
at https://victoriancollections.net.au 
 

Surrey Hills Historical Society committee: 
President: Sue Barnett 

Vice-President: Euan Walmsley 
Secretary: Max Beaton 
Treasurer: Alison Dews 

General committee: Yvonne Bowyer and Malcolm 
Barnett 

Archivist & Newsletter editor: Sue Barnett 
 

Address for postage: The Maling Heritage Centre 
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury 3126. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Tuesday 15 October at 8pm: George Petrou, 
OAM 
 

              
 

In advance of Remembrance Day, George Petrou will speak 
about his acclaimed book ‘The Art of Sacrifice’. 
 
George is a successful graphic designer and acclaimed 
portrait artist with a passion for Australian history. He is a 
patron for TPI Victoria Inc, assisting in supporting the 
interests and welfare of ex-servicemen and women, their 
families and dependents. 
 
In June 2020 George was awarded an OAM for “Services to 
the Visual Arts and to Veterans”, and in the same year he 
released ‘The Art of Sacrifice’, a book which combines the 
stories of 60 servicemen and women from across our history 
with George’s portraits of them. 
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A general meeting will not be held in November. Instead, we will hold a pre-
Christmas gathering, details of which will be forwarded separately. 
 

The sale of Surrey Hills Uniting Church – and the St David window 
For many the for sale sign across the front of the Surrey Hills Uniting Church site in Canterbury Road was a 
shock, especially foreboding  when paired with a similar sign on the Acorn Nursery site. 
 

 
SHP0657 – The church on the corner of Canterbury Road and Valonia Avenue, c1918 

 

 
Ref: JLL advertisement where the 2 properties are listed as a potential aged care development sites 

https://www.developmentready.com.au/development-sites-for-sale/child-and-healthcare/aged-care 
Acorn Nursery – 665-671 Canterbury Road 

EOI: Closing Tuesday 10 September 2024 at 2pm (AEST) 
Surrey Hills Uniting Church – 679-681 Canterbury Road 

EOI: Closing Tuesday 8th October at 2pm 
 

The church’s history dates back to 1888 when the original Methodist (Wesleyan) Church was built on the 
corner of Alexandra Crescent and Windsor Lane. It was enlarged in 1892 and in 1908 the building was 
removed and transported to Valonia Avenue by horse-drawn dray. It can be seen in the c1918 photo 
(SHP0657) behind the brick church, the Foundation Stone for which was laid by the Right Hon Robert 
Beckett MLC on 13 March 1915. The successful tenderer was J Broderick who quoted the sum of £1620 to 
build it.  

https://www.developmentready.com.au/development-sites-for-sale/child-and-healthcare/aged-care
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For many years the church has been painted a uniform cream, but it was originally red brick with cement 
render panels which can still be identified under the later paintwork. “The church is designed in an eclectic 
Arts and Crafts style with battered buttresses and Romanesque characteristics, including semi-circular 
window heads, drip mouldings which terminate in bosses, and recessed colonettes. The main gable end 
contains a large central window, flanked by wide, shallow piers with blind openings, and two windows with 
colonettes below. Identical single storey porches, with arch headed entrances and blind openings above, 
flank this central bay. The upper parapet of the front facade contains vertical elements, blind arcading and 
steep gable ends, with emphasis placed on two vertical elements which rise from the window mullions 
below.” 1 
 
In 1977 the Methodist Church joined with others to become the Uniting Church and in late 2017, the 
congregation amalgamated with St James, Wattle Park, continuing as one congregation on the Surrey Hills 
site.  
 
It is understood that the Surrey Hills congregation will amalgamate with the Koonung Heights Uniting 
Church, whose history dates back to July 1950 when a committee of the Canterbury Circuit was formed 
and held a meeting at the Hotham Street Methodist Church to consider the establishment of a new church. 
This is not the only connection of the Koonung Heights church with 3127. During the 1950s the church 
shared a minister with the Benson Street Methodist Church, which was located on the corner of Benson 
Street and Mont Albert Road.  
 
A comprehensive history of the Koonung Heights Uniting Church can be found at 
https://koonungheights.unitingchurch.org.au/about-us/a-brief-overview-of-the-history-of-koonung-
heights/ 
 
This sale will mean that there will no longer be a Uniting Church in Surrey Hills. It is understood there will 
be a long settlement period to allow the congregation sufficient time to resolve relocation of items of 
historic significance including the St David memorial window. 

 
 

 
1 https://www.churchhistories.net.au/church-catalog/surrey-hills-vic-uniting 

https://koonungheights.unitingchurch.org.au/about-us/a-brief-overview-of-the-history-of-koonung-heights/
https://koonungheights.unitingchurch.org.au/about-us/a-brief-overview-of-the-history-of-koonung-heights/
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The St David window  
 Gill Bell (née Craig) is one of the dwindling congregation at Surrey 
Hills Uniting Church. She has attended the church most of her life 
and in 2005 wrote this short piece about a window in the church 
which is special to her. 
 
“In the nineteen thirties there was a thriving youth group at Surrey 
Hills Methodist, Arthur Tonkin, Hec Craig, Jock Midolo, Jack Bird, Ted 
Crabtree, Ron McDonald and Malcolm Graydon among them. They 
attended Surrey Hills Primary and went on to local high schools. On 
Sundays they went to Bible Study with Arthur Etherington.   
 
Malcolm’s father had a fruit shop and he used to lend his large van 
to carry the youth group on Sunday School picnics and camps. The 
boys played sport, wore silly hats and generally enjoyed life. 
 
In 1939 war broke out and life suddenly became a lot more serious. 
Many young men from the church enlisted.  Most of the Bible study 
group were just eighteen years old; Ron McDonald was fifteen.  
 
My father, Hector, begged his mother to be allowed to join up, but 
she refused. Her two brothers, Hector and Harry, had been killed in 
the First World War and she wanted to protect her own son as long 
as possible.  
 
Jock Midolo was an older member of the youth group. He was one 
of a large family, a long-legged young man with a big smile. He 
joined the Navy and on the night of 28th February 1942 he was 
working in the engine room of the HMAS Perth when it set out into 

the Sunda Strait. The area is not far from the 
epicentre of the 2004 Boxing Day tsunami. Just 
before midnight the ship was attacked by a large 
number of Japanese destroyers. Jock, along with 
352 other men on board, died in the attack. He 
was five days past his twenty-sixth birthday. 
 
Ted Crabtree, Jack Bird and Malcolm Graydon 
joined the air force. Malcolm and Ted knew each 
other well. Ted’s father had a menswear shop 
next door to Graydon’s fruiterers in Canterbury 
Road. The three young men set off to England to 
join the RAF. It was a terrible time. Five percent 
of men were killed on each operation or flight 
over enemy territory, and it was almost 

impossible to survive a tour of duty. Ted became a pilot. He was just twenty-one when he died in 1943 in 
an air battle over Germany. Malcolm became a flight sergeant. He died eight months after Ted, at the age 
of twenty-three. He is buried in the Netherlands.  
 
Young Ron McDonald, who lived with his parents in Mont Albert Road, joined the RAAF. He was only 
nineteen when he was killed in a battle in the Pacific. 
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Jack Bird was a neighbour of Phyl and Elsie Booth. Jack became a navigator in the RAF. He was a careful 
and skilled officer. While he was away at war his father Leigh spent almost every evening talking to the 
Booth family, trying to forget about the war. At the age of twenty-three Jack set out on his thirteenth 
mission, a bombing raid over Germany. Seventy-five planes were shot down that night, among them Jack’s. 
His family was informed he was missing, presumed dead. It was 25th March 1944. 
 
When he turned twenty-one in 1942 Hector joined up and trained in Edmonton Canada as a navigator. In 
1944 he too arrived in England to join Bomber Command. He had some terrifying experiences but he 
survived thirty ops and completed his tour of duty. He was the only one of the four young men from Surrey 
Hills Methodist in Bomber Command to survive the war.  
 
At the end of the war a stained glass window was dedicated to the memory of the five young men from the 
church who had died during the war.  On Sunday 7th March 1948 the church was full to overflowing for the 
moving service. The congregation sang the National Anthem and recited Psalm 23. Les Rayment, the co-
editor of Home Front News, read the lesson. Arthur Etherington, the bible class teacher, addressed the 
church and unveiled the window, which showed a shepherd boy gazing calmly into the distance. The 
service finished with the Last Post and Reveille.   
 
Later that year Hector married my mother, Margaret, in this same church, and they settled in the family 
home in Surrey Hills. We attended church as a family. I used to love the stained-glass window of the young 
man on the west wall of the church. My parents told me that the picture showed David, the shepherd boy, 
going out to fight the giant Goliath. Gradually I came to realised that the window represented the young 
people from the church who had died during the war.” 
 
Thank you Gill for documenting this piece of history.  
 
Service records from World War 2 have now been digitised and can be accessed on the National Archives 
of Australia website. The following information about the servicemen remembered on the St David 
window has been drawn from a variety of online resources. 
 
MIDOLO.—E.R.A. Ernest John (Jack), lost H.M.A.S. Perth, March 1, 1942, loved son of Mr. and Mrs. W. 
P. Midolo, 11 New-street, Surrey Hills, brother of Frank, A.I.F., Clem. ex-A.I.F., and Norman, ex-A.I.F., 
brother-in-law of Madge and Pearl. Loved by all. 
Trove: The Age, 9 February 1946 

 
L to R: Norman Frederic Midolo, Clement (Clem) Charles Midolo, Francis (Frank) William Midolo and Ernest John (Jack) Midolo 

Source: Samantha John via Ancestry.com.au 
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Jack (PM3885) was born in Upper Hawthorn on 24 February 1916, the second of 4 sons of William Patrick 
Midolo and his wife Esther Harris. He was a fitter and turner and had married Margaret Ellis in 1938 and 
was living in Canterbury before enlisting in 1941.  

 
CRABTREE - Pilot Officer Edward (Ted) Jeptha, SERN 409385, was the 
son of Abraham Booth and Mabel Eunice Crabtree. He was born on 
13 October 1921, in Surrey Hills and educated at Mont Albert Central 
School and then at Wesley College from 31st December 1936. After 
leaving school he worked as a clerk at Goldsborough Mort & Co, 
auctioneers and wool brokers. 
Ted enlisted on 15 August 1941. His aircraft was shot down on a 
night bombing raid on Munich over Bad-Munder am Deister on 22 
September 1943. The flight had left RAF Bardney in Lincolnshire and 
all the crew of seven on the Lancaster 1, commanded by Ted were 
KIA. It was his first operation as Captain and he was flying second 
pilot or “dickie” to gain operational experience. He was aged 21 
years. He is remembered in the Hanover War Cemetery, Plot 4 Row E 
Grave 14. 
 
The Crabtree drapery shop was at 380 Canterbury Road. 

 
BIRD, John Powell 
John Powell Bird was born on 23 December 1920, the son of Leigh Bird, a jeweller and his wife Lucie 
Stocker Greening, who lived in Salisbury Street, Mont Albert. 

    
BIRD.— Previously reported missing, now presumed killed in air operations over Germany on March 25, 
Flying-Officer John Powell beloved son of Leigh and Lucie Bird, of Mont Albert, and loved brother of David 
(R.A.A.F.), aged 23 years. — Fear not them that kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul. 
BIRD.— A tribute of love to the memory of our dear nephew, Flying-Offlcer Jack Bird, who died as result of 
air operations over Germany on March 25. — Always in our hearts. (M. and J. S. White.) 
BIRD.— In loving memory of our dear cousin, Flying-Officer Jack Bird, who died March 25 in air operations 
over Germany. — One of Nature's gentlemen. In God's care. (From Vernon and Lucie White.) 
BIRD.— In proud and loving memory of our lifelong friend, Flying-Officer Jack Bird, R.A.A.F., who lost his life 
in air operations over Berlin March 25. — One of the bravest and the very best. At the going down of the 
sun and in the morning we will remember him (Inserted by Mr. and Mrs. J. L. Ross, Shirley, and Bruce.) 
Trove: The Argus, 21 September 1944 



7 Surrey Hills Historical Society Newsletter – October-November 2024 

GRAYDON, Malcolm Henry 
Malcolm Henry Graydon was the son of Malcolm Graydon, originally from Yarragon, and his wife Emma 
Lillian Trigg, born in 1921. The Graydons who had been farming in Korumburra, moved to 378 Canterbury 
Road, Surrey Hills c1931. It is presumed that Malcolm worked in the family business. He joined the R.A.A.F. 
on August 12, 1942. 

 
From 11 November 1943 Malcolm was stationed at Lossiemouth, Morayshire, Scotland as a wireless 
operator. By 1944 he had moved to RAF Holme-on-Spalding Moor, specifically built as a bomber station. 
His crew operated a Handley Pager Halifax III and belonged to 76 Squadron, No. 4 Group Bomber 
Command.  
 
On 25 May, the purpose of Operation Aachen involving 443 aircraft, was to bomb two railway yards in 
Aachen, Germany. Malcolm’s co-crew members were Flt Sgt Peter Stuart Wade, RAAF (Captain), Sgt 
Kenneth Herbert Allaker RAF (Navigator), Sgt Stanley Patterson RAF (Bomb Aimer), Sgt James Horrocks RAF 
(Air Gunner) and Sgt Roy Edwin Dennis Robinson RAF (Flight Engineer). 
 
Their plane was one of 25 that were lost that night - it crashed near the “Riels Hoefke” near Goirle (North 
Brabant), 4 km south of Tilburg. Six of the crew members were killed instantly and one person, air gunner 
Sergeant R. J. Head survived the crash. He was captured badly injured and taken to a hospital. 
 
Malcolm Henry Graydon and the other five crew members are buried in the section of the Commonwealth 
War Graves in St. John's Roman Catholic Cemetery at Goirle, Netherlands. His grave location is Row 1, 
Grave 5. 
 
MCDONALD, Ronald William  
Ronald was the son of Ronald Alexander McDonald and his wife Emily Olive Kennewell, born in 
Marrickville, Sydney, on 13 November 1923. His father was employed as a gas fitter or inspector and the 
family moved frequently around the Box Hill – Mont Albert area from 1919; at the time of Ronald’s deth, 
they were living at 323 Mont Albert Road, Surrey Hills. 
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Only 19 RAAF pilot Sergeant R W McDonald, SERN 419203, had 
enlisted on 17 July 1942; he died on 3 November 1943. He was 
flying from Vivigani airstrip on Goodenough Island, New 
Guinea on a P-40k Kittyhawk on an attack on enemy troops 
when, at Jacquinot Bay, New Britain, the aricraft ditched 20 
miles off Kiriwina Island, and was not recovered. 
He is remembered on Rabaul Memorial, Rabaul, East New 
Britain, Papua New Guinea.  
 
 

 
 

6 Stanhope Street Mont Albert – Stephen Gillespie 
The 1910 MMBW plan shows ‘Rokewood’ being one of three houses on the east side of Stanhope Street 
Mont Albert. 
Brief history2 
My paternal great grandmother (Jemima Jane Gillespie née Smellie) had been living with her three 
Gillespie children at Christmas Hills following the death of her first husband, John Thomas Gillespie. During 
the period 1903-04 she met Francis Charlton and in 1904 they were married. 
Family members  
Francis Charlton (1869-1943) married Jemima Jane Gillespie (née Smellie - 1872-1931) on 21 April 1904 at 

Christ Church, Christmas Hills. 3 Francis was the eldest of six children 
of James Charlton and Jane Hartshorn. They had the following 
children: 
James Wallace Charlton (1905-1964) 
Francis Russell Charlton (1907-1968) 
Jean Stevenson Charlton (1910-1989). 
 
LEFT: Family group - Back row, L to R: Jemima Jane Charlton, Jean Stevenson 
Charlton, Francis Charlton 
Front row, L to R: Francis Russell Charlton, James Wallace Charlton 
 

In addition there were the three Gillespie children from Jemima’s 
first marriage: 
David James Gillespie (1893-1967)  
Helen Rhoda Gillespie (1894-1971)  
Harold John Gillespie (1898-1972). 
 
The two Charlton boys attended Surrey Hills State School, as did 
their sister, until the Mont Albert School was opened. The family 
was associated with the Surrey Hills Presbyterian Church and in 
about 1914 all four boys attended a gymnasium class held in the 
church hall. Both Charlton boys were members of the Canterbury 

Troop Imperial Boy Scouts, which later became 1st Canterbury Troop, Boy Scouts Association.  

 
2 NOTE: This should be read in conjunction with the document on 78 Middlesex Road Surrey Hills lodged with Surrey Hills 
Historical Society. 
3 "WEDDING BELLS." The Lilydale Express and Yarra Glen, Wandin Yallock, Upper Yarra, Healesville and Ringwood Chronicle (Vic.: 
1898 - 1914) 6 May 1904: 4. Web. 15 Jun 2024 <http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article258395418>. 
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Gymnasium class at St Stephen’s Presbyterian Church Surrey Hills, 1914 

Back row: third from left is David James Gillespie 
Middle row: third from left is Harold John Gillespie 

Front row: third from left is James Wallace Charlton 
Front row: second from right is Francis Russell Charlton 

 

After state school Francis Russell Charlton attended Scotch College4 while their sister attended MLC. 
In 1910 they moved to Canterbury; the address was “Inverness” Balwyn Road. This house was one of a row 
of smaller houses on the east side near the Mont Albert Road corner. Then in 1912 they moved to Mont 
Albert. 
 
‘Rokewood’ - the original house in Stanhope Street 
The original house was purchased by Francis Charlton in 1912.  I don’t know when the house was built but 
it was there in 1910. The name ‘Rokewood’ was given to the house. In 1912 Mont Albert was of course a 
sparsely settled area on the outer edge of suburbia. Stanhope Street (east side) had a house on the Mont 
Albert Road corner and one at the railway end with only “Rokewood” and the big two-storey house 5 in 
between. There were no houses on the other side. The house in Stanhope Street had gas lighting but I 
don’t know when from. In 1916 it was known as 6 Stanhope Street but I don’t know when the numbering 
took place.6 

  
Left: Stanhope Street pre 1916 

Right: Family and friends on the front verandah to welcome home Harold James Gillespie from WW1 [approx. July/August 1919] 
 

 
4 Confirmed via Scotch College Archivist  
5 Elouera or Lynswood at 12 Stanhope Street 
6 From notes prepared by John David Gillespie 
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We have number of photos of the original house and it occupants from pre-WW1, mainly due to H Rhoda 
Gillespie being an avid photographer, having a camera and developing some of her own films. For example 
we know from photos, that the family kept a cow, possibly on vacant nearby blocks; that the back 
verandah was covered in a large grape vine; that the family also had a horse and buggy (before the family’s 
first car); and that the back yard was large enough to have an informal game of cricket amongst the fruit 
trees. 

 
Francis Charlton and car outside 6 Stanhope Street Mont Albert 

      
Left: Harold James Gillespie milking the cow 

Right: Helen Rhoda Gillespie in the back yard of Stanhope Street 
 

Other photos show Stanhope Street with immature street trees, and an unmade road with deep bluestone 
gutters. 
 
After his wife’s death in 1931 7 Francis Charlton moved to Panton Hill. The Stanhope Street house 
continued to be occupied by Helen Rhoda Gillespie and Jean Stevenson Charlton. The Charlton boys had 

 
7 Jemima Jane Charlton (Gillespie, nee Smellie) and Francis Charlton are buried in Box Hill Cemetery (P-*-1188) 
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married and moved to other houses in Mont Albert. Francis Charlton died in 1943 and the Stanhope Street 
house was purchased by Helen Rhoda Gillespie. 
 
Demolition and new build 
The original house was demolished and the existing two semi-attached properties were built (sometime in 
the period 1944 to 1948, but most likely after WW2). Helen Rhoda Gillespie lived in one unit and rented 
the other out. Helen Rhoda Gillespie continued to own and live in the Stanhope Street residence until her 
death in 1972.  

 
New dwellings 6 and 6a Stanhope Street not long after completion 

 
Stanhope Street approx. 1960 

 
Some rail stories discovered by Ken James and Sue Barnett 
All in a day’s picnic – the best laid plans of mice and men gang aft agleo 

Scotland’s national poet has told us that the “best laid plans of mice and men gang aft agleo.” (Pardon me 
if I haven misquoted Burns, as I believe I have.) And so it would seem from the misfortune that befell that 
the members of the Surrey Hills Temperance Band who went for a day’s outing to Lillydale on Cup Day.  
 
The party started off in great glee, and when they arrived at their destination, they spent a very pleasant 
day. They were by no means the only picnic party that found its way out to that euphonious town. 
Hundreds had arrived there before them, and I am perhaps correct in stating that some thousands arrived 
when they were there. Everything went well until the time arrived for the Surrey Hills contingent to return 
home, which they delayed until the last moment. As is always the case, nearly all the visitors were desirous 
of going back at the same time, consequently the trains were overcrowded. The carriage which contained 
our picnickers was so full that the police had to interfere, and they were accordingly compelled EN MASS 
to leave the carriage. Unfortunately, this was the last train, but the station master had telegraphed for a 
special train, which arrived in good time.  
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After a short delay the party got safely ensconced in a carriage, and mutually congratulated each other 
that they would reach home in good time. The journey from Lillydale to Surrey Hills was passed in a 
pleasant manner, and the party was as happy and jolly as it could possibly be. What a change soon came 
o’er their spirits when they found the train whizzing past Surrey Hills at full speed, and the clock had 
chimed the hour of midnight. Canterbury was passed in the same way, and all hope was now abandoned of 
getting home till the following day; but how were they to spend the remaining portion of the night was the 
question that troubled them.  
 
However, when the train arrived at Camberwell it stopped short, and it is needless to say that the Surrey 
Hills total abstainers were speedily on the platform pouring out their vials of vengeance on the heads of 
the railway commissioners and railway management generally. There was only one alternative left, and 
that was for them to undertake the journey on foot from Camberwell to Surrey Hills, and this can better be 
imagined than described. They were all jaded out from the exertions of the day, and to have to walk 
another four miles was like the last straw on the camel’s back. But they did it, reaching Surrey Hills at two 
in the morning. When, they got there they were as jolly as when they had left on the previous day. 
REF: The Reporter (Box Hill), 8 November 1889, p. 3 
 
We don’t know much about the Surrey Hills Temperance Band, but there was also a similar band in Box 
Hill. The Box Hill City Band Inc is one of the oldest banding organisations in Victoria,  having been founded 
as the Box Hill Temperance Band in the 1880s. It first performed on the 24 May 1889 for the Queen 
Victoria’s birthday celebrations. The Box Hill Temperance Band had a relatively short history, disbanding in 
1894 but reforming shortly afterwards as a community-based brass band - the Reporter District Brass Band 
and later the Box Hill District Band. Finally in 1927, with the founding of the City of Box Hill, it became the 
Box Hill City Band. 
 
Not so petty crime at the station …  
 

 
REF: The Age, 3 March 1920, p9 

 
Railway Station "Hold Up." SECOND WANTED MAN ARRESTED 
Another phase of the sensational "hold up" and shooting of Mr John Richards, assistant station master at 
Surrey Hills, was added to the story on Saturday night, when a sharp-featured young man named Harry 
Phillips, 22, described as an engineer, was arrested. On the night of the occurrence one man was arrested, 
and Detectives Piggott, Davey and Ashton, who took charge of the case, learned that the other man 
suspected was named Harry. They secured an accurate description of him, and this was circulated 



13 Surrey Hills Historical Society Newsletter – October-November 2024 

throughout Melbourne and suburbs. At about 6 pm on Saturday Senior Constable McGlade and Constable 
Cullen, while walking along the beach at Middle Park, observed a young man who answered the 
description, and, coming behind him, Constable Cullen said. “Hello, Harry; how are you ?” Philips 
succumbed to the ruse, and, caught by surprise as he was, he behaved in such a manner that the police 
detained him. Later the detectives took Phillips to Surrey Hills, where he was identified as one of the men 
who attacked the assistant station master. After that Phillips admitted that he was at Surrey Hills railway 
station on Monday night last, and that he had an automatic revolver in his possession, which he threw into 
the Yarra while crossing the bridge at Richmond. Mr Richards, the victim of the attack, who is an inmate of 
Narracoort8, a private hospital, Surrey Hills, is still in a somewhat precarious condition, a bullet being 
lodged in his right lung, and he is not likely to be in a condition to give evidence against the accused men 
for some time. 
REF: The Age, Monday 8 March 1920, page 6 
 
SURREY HILLS SHOOTING. Another Arrest. 
Since the sensational occurrence at the Surrey Hills station on Monday night last, when two armed men 
"held up" John Richards, the assistant station master, and severely wounded him, the police at 
Camberwell, Albert Park, and Surrey Hills, in conjunction with Senior detective F. J. Piggott and Detectives 
Ashton and Davey, have been seeking for a second man alleged to be connected with the incident.  
Kenneth H. Littlejohn has already been charged, and is on remand to appear at the City Court on March 9. 
Advice was received at the Criminal Investigation Branch on Saturday night that Senior constable McGlade 
and Constable Cullen had detained at Albert Park a man who was taken by the detectives to Surrey Hills, 
and subsequently to Russell street. Later in the day Harry Phillips, 22 years of age, described as an 
electrician, was locked up at the city watchhouse, charged with having attempted to rob John 
Richards, and with having used personal violence towards him. He will appear at the City Court today. 
REF: The Argus, Monday 8 March 1920, p 6. 
 
SURREY HILL'S SENSATION.  
SHOOTING OF STATION-MASTER. Evidence of Confession. 
At the Camberwell Court yesterday, before Messrs J W Birch, J R. Weir, H Tatnall, L Philpott, and Bowley, J 
P s, Kenneth John Littlejohn and Harry Phillips, both 20 years of age, were charged with attempted robbery 
under arms and personal violence to John Richards, at Surrey Hills railway station, on the night of March 1. 
Senior detective T.G Ashton conducted the prosecution. 
 
John Richards, assistant station master at Surrey Hills said in evidence I was in the “up" offlce at the station 
counting my cash when the two accused entered the office. One of them shouted "Hands up!" I turned 
round. The smaller man, Phillips, had two revolvers one each hand, pointed at me. He said to his mate, 
"Get behind him”. Littlejohn, the taller man, made an attempt to step forward. I advanced to seize him. 
Then the smaller man fired two shots. One shot struck me on a finger of the right hand. Another struck me 
on the right side of the body. A man, Mr Norris arrived at the window, and the two accused rushed out of 
the office. I was removed to a private hospital. One of the bullets is still in my body. 
 
Charles Norris, accountant emploved by Nestle's Milk Company, and residing at 4 Vincent street, Surrey 
Hills, stated that as he was rushing into the office on the station to the assistance of the station master, the 
two accused fled through the door past him. 
 
Michael Cornelius Quinn, sergeant of police, stationed at Surrey Hills stated:- At 10 minutes to 11 pm on 
March 1, in response to a telephone message, Constable Fellows and I followed the two accused along 
Riversdale road. They turned off Riversdale road, and fled along Wills street. We gave chase. When we 

 
8 This should read Nethercourt. It was commenced by Miss Lucy Musselwhite in c1914 and taken over by Matron Eliza Tank. 
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were within 20 paces of Littlejohn he slowed down to a walk and turned. I arrested him.The other man 
disappeared in the darkness. 
 
Senior detective T G Ashton said that at the Detective Office on March 2 Littlejohn made a statement, in 
which he said:- “About three days ago I met a young man named Harry at Richmond near the terminus. I 
never saw him before. We began talking together. Harry said, “I know a good ‘stunt' in which we can make 
some easy money. On the first of the month they will all be getting their tickets at Surrey Hills railway 
station. There will be plenty of money. We will only have to walk in, point the revolvers at him. He will then 
hold up his hands.You grab the money. I will hold him till you get away.” I met Harry about 2.30 pm on 
March 1 at Richmond bridge. I gave him £2 to buy a revolver. Harry went away. One hour later he returned 
with a revolver. The one now shown to me is same which he bought. He also had another revolver, a larger 
one I think, than this one. He had both revolvers. I did not carry one. We got to Surrey Hills about 10.30. 
We stood outside the stationmaster's door till a train came in. Harry said to me “If he goes to grab you, go 
back and don't pet an the way. If you do he will grab you, and put you in front or him, and I will not he able 
to shoot without hitting you. I do not want to shoot." When the train had gone out Harry went into the 
office with a revolver in each hand.  He cried out “Hand's up!” The stationmaster stood up and looked at 
him. Then the stationmaster put his hands on the money on the table. Harry had told me that it would only 
be bluff, and that he would not shoot. When I put my hand out to get the money the stationmaster leaned 
over as if he were going to crab me. I drew back. When the stationmaster came towards me, Harry fired 
two shots. As he fired I got out of tho door. Harry and I ran away.” 
 
Detective M J Davey said that on the evening of March 6 Littlejohn's statement, was read to Phillips at the 
Albert Park Police station. Phillips remarked, “I have nothing to say.” On March 8 after a conversation with 
his mother, Phillips said that in the main Littlejohn's statement was correct. Phillip's added, “I was with 
him. The revolvers went off accidently. I had no intention of shooting.” 
 
Both the accused pleaded not guilty. They were committed for trial at the General Sessions in Melbourne 
on April 7. 
 
Before the Court rose the Bench warmly complimented Mr Richard's on his heroism, and Detective Ashton 
for the manner in which he conducted the prosecution. 
REF: The Argus, Saturday 27 March 1920 - Page 20 
 
A similar account in the local paper the Box Hill Reporter added that at the 2 March meeting of 
Nunawading Council, Cr. Proudfoot moved that a letter of sympathy be sent to Mr. Richards on the severe 
attack made on his life, the latter being an old ratepayer of the shire, and in appreciation of the courage 
and resource he had displayed in a difficult situation. 
 
The final outcome of prosection and sentencing of the two men could not be found on Trove. Littlejohn 
pleaded guilty when his case was heard at the Court of General Sessions on 14 April and was remanded for 
sentencing. Further accounts in The Age and The Argus revealed that Harry Phillips was known by several 
aliases; that he changed his initial plea of guilty to not guilty and claimed that the initial confession was 
made under duress. He claimed whilst he had met Littlejohn on 1 March at Richmond, they had parted 
company and he had met a woman and gone to the pictures, where he was at the time of the attempted 
robbery. His case was postponed so he could secure witnesses, but he was ultimately found guilty and 
remanded for sentencing.  
 
With a little dectective work, it is possible to find out more about some of those mentioned in these 
newspaper accounts. Firstly, one of the vilains – Kenneth Littlejohn, perhaps a feckless and guillible young 
man.  
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Kenneth H Littlejohn was born in Longford Tasmania in 1899 to Bertha Fanny Littlejohn and an unknown 
father. In 1924 he married Catherine Dillon in Victoria and enlisted with the RAAF at Point Cook for 6 years 
in 1925. His enlistment papers give that he had been in cadets for 2 years in Launceston and 4 years with 
the Light Horse at Longford. His time with the RAAF was short; he was discharged after only a year and 3 
months. Whilst in service, he was a driver at No 1 Aircraft Depot at Laverton and this remained his 
occupation for the rest of his short life. He and Catherine lived in Albert Park and had 2 children – a son 
Kevin, born in 1927 and a daughter Patricia born in 1932.  He died in St Kilda at the age of thirty-five. The 
circumstance of his death is not known but does appears to have been unexpected, as alluded to in the 
following notices: 
 
LITTLEJOHN.—On the 30th July, Kenneth Littlejohn, dearly loved husband of Katherine, and father of Kevin 
and Patricia, aged 35 years. R.I.P. Private interment. 
REF: The Age, 1 August 1935 
 
LITTLEJOHN.—A tribute to the memory of Kenneth, who died 30th July. 1935. 
He bade no one the last farewell, 
He said good-bye to none; 
His spirit flew before we knew 
That from us he had gone. 
—Inserted by wife and children, Kevin and Patricia. 
REF: The Age, 30 July 1935 
 
What then of assistant stationmaster John Richards?  
Mr Richards was not quite so easy to trace, however from what can be gleaned, he recovered from his 
gunshot wounds and continued in the empolyment of the railways. Electoral rolls give that from c1903 to 
1906 he and his wife, Susan Alice Richards, and mother-in-law, Elizabeth Crowle, lived in Port Melbourne; 
from 1909 until 1919 at ‘Gwennap’, 21 Albany Crescent, Surrey Hills 9, and that from 1924 to 1934 they 
lived at 18 Boundary Road, Surrey Hills. During this time John is described as either a railway employee or 
assistant station master. 
 
Susan Alice Crowle was born in 1871 at Raywood, 27 km north of Bendigo and the couple had been 
married in Bendigo in 1891. They had 2 children – Norman Chesney born in 1894 in Smythesdale and Sylvia 
Coralie born in 1897 in Stratford. Norman (SERN 3593) enlisted in 1915 with the 24th Batallion. He was KIA 
near Posières after 3 months in the field and was buried in the Courcelette British Cemetery. There were 
minimal personal items returned to the family, but in 1928 remains of his watch, inscribed N C Richards, 
were recovered from the Somme battlefield and returned to his sister, Mrs Victor Johnston, who was living 
in Camberwell at the time. 
 
By 1936 John Richards had retired and he and Susan were living at 7 Swan Street, Box Hill. The electoral roll 
desribed him as ‘gentleman’. Susan Richards died there in 1947. Although John Richards’ death has not yet 
been found, the electoral roll has his name listed in the 1949 roll at the Box Hill address, but crossed out.  
 

Training sessions for volunteers and members 
Funded through one of our grants from the City of Boroondara, we are holding 2 training sessions as 
follows at the Maling Heritage Centre: 
Tuesday 26 November – 1st Aid (CPR and Defibrilator) 
Tuesday 3 December – Disaster Preparedness Workshop. 
Please contact our Treasurer, Alison Dews for further details, if you are interested in participating. 

 
9 ‘Gwennap’ - Property name is given in the death and funeral notices for Susan Richards’ mother, Elizabeth Crowle (nee 
Mitchell) in the Age, 23 April 1912. 
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Report on our book sale fundraiser, Sunday 8 September – and one special book 
 

   
  

   
 

At first there was the concern that we would not have enough books – and then there was an avalanche! 
Thanks to donations from many people, we had a wonderful selection of books from brand new to one 
dated 1794. You may well have heard of Culpeper's Complete Herbal, 10which amazingly is still in print 
today. 

Something about this book and its author - Nicholas Culpeper (1616-1654) was 
an English botantist, herbalist, physician and astrologer, whose father died 
soon after he was born. His mother brought him up at the home of her father, 
the Reverend William Attersoll, who taught him Latin and Greek. Here he 
became interested in astronomy, astrology, time, his grandfather's collection 
of clocks, and medical texts in his grandfather's library. From his grandmother, 
he inherited an interest in and knowledge of medicinal plants and herbs.  
  
Aged sixteeen, Nicholas studied in Cambridge 11and was then apprenticed to 
an apothecary. Following his marriage in 1640, his wealthy father-in-law set 
him up in a pharmacy in Spitalfields, at the time beyond the authority of the 
City of London – and the College of Physicians. He said “no man deserved to 
starve to pay an insulting, insolent physician”. He was able to obtain his herbal 
supplies from the nearby countryside and he provided his services free of 
charge. As a radical republican and in opposition to the ‘closed shop’ of 
medicine upheld by the College of Physicians, Culpeper made enemies.  These 

 
10 First published as The English Physitian (1652, later Complete Herbal, 1653 ff.) 
11 Metal plaque for Nicholas Culpeper on the building at the corner of Puma Court, Spitalfields, close to the site of Red Lion 
House where Culpeper lived, ran his clinic, tended his herb garden and wrote his English Herbal in the seventeenth century. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Attersoll
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apothecary
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Republicanism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_College_of_Physicians
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also included the Society of Apothecaries whose expensive preparations were undercut by Culpeper’s very 
cheap herbal remedies. 
 
So, was Culpeper a social reformer or a quack? He was one of the first to propose that healthcare should 
be given free as a basic human right; opponents saw him as something of a fraud and criticised The English 
Physitian stating that analysis showed that more than 90% of the botanical entries were derived, if not 
copied outright, from apothecary John Parkinson's Theatrum Botanicum published in 1640. Whereas 
Parkinson’s work described over 3800 plants from around Europe and was lavishly illustrated, Culpeper’s 
work focused only on English herbs, was light on illustrations and omitted any non-medical uses of the 
plants. However, the smaller scope allowed it to be sold for a small fraction of the price, and resulted in 
much wider circulation.  
 
Emily Petch, Library Graduate Trainee, Kew Royal Botanic Gardens sums up Culpeper and his Complete 
Herbal as follows: Nicholas Culpeper, the renowned herbalist, was a man known for his vices as much 
as for his virtues. He had many enemies, smoked plenty of tobacco, drank, and was known to have kept a 
loose hand on his 'purse'. Keeping true to his family name (one meaning of ‘Culpeper’ is ‘mischief maker’) 
he was an audacious character who held a strong dislike for the establishment and authority. Culpeper's 
Complete Herbal - Written in informal, accessible language, it provided a handy index of ailments, making it 
easy to find the correct herb for a cure. The tone of the book added to its success and popularity: it was 
funny, rude, and full of anger. 12 
 
We are currently determining how best to establish the local value of the book but this wasn’t the only 
gem. There were prize books awarded by New College Box Hill 13and Glenferrie Primary School. These were 
passed on to the Box Hill and Hawthorn Historical Societies.  
 

  
New College Box Hill Prize for Languages awarded to George B Morton in 1899. 

Central photo: T R B Morton seated, his son George Burrowes Morton (1884-1963) and his son Derrick George Burrowes 
Morton. George became an auctioneer in his father’s real estate business. Thomas Richard Burrowes Morton was particularly 

active in Blackburn and became the President of Shire of Nunawading. 

 
12 There are many articles about Culpeper on the internet, here are a few links: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_Culpeper 
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/how-nicholas-culpeper-brought-medicine-people-180965291/ 
https://www.kew.org/read-and-watch/nicholas-culpeper-and-his-herbal 
13 New College, in Rose Street Box Hill was established in 1890 by Arthur Stephenson as a boys' school for day students and 
boarders. The school was renamed Box Hill Grammar around 1928. It came under the mantle of the Methodist Church in 1929 
and was renamed Kingswood College in 1965. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Society_of_Apothecaries
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Parkinson_(botanist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicholas_Culpeper
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/how-nicholas-culpeper-brought-medicine-people-180965291/
https://www.kew.org/read-and-watch/nicholas-culpeper-and-his-herbal
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Box_Hill,_Victoria
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Donations also provided our Society with valuable additions to our reference library.  
 
As the day approached, the next worry was would enough people come.  This too proved to be unfounded. 
They started arriving before the advertised opening and for 2 hours it was very busy.  
 
Thank you to all who helped before and on the day and special thanks to Ken James and Malcolm Barnett 
who largely dealt with the problem of ethically recycling as many of the remainder books as possible. Box 
Hill and Kew Historical Societies and Prahran Mechanics Library took a number of boxes for their book 
sales and others were distrbuted to various op shops. 
 
After expenses, the book sale netted $2655.91 – a great result, however it was a huge amount of work and 
without dedicated areas to store the books before and after the sale, it will not be an annual event. Our 
thanks also go to the Canterbury History Group whose members graciously tolerated working and storage 
spaces being overtaken for about a month. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


