8 Surrey Hills

Historical
Society Inc

Meetings of the Surrey Hills Historical Society
are held on the 3™ Tuesday of the month
(February to November) at 8pm.

Venue: The Maling Heritage Centre,
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury, 3126
Supper follows the presentation.

Visitors welcome - $5.00 donation.

Members of the Society are committed to
documenting the history of the area of Mont
Albert and Surrey Hills.

In November 2022, the local history collection
was formally handed over to the Surrey Hills
Historical Society by the Board of Management of
the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre. After a
period in storage, the collection was moved to
the Maling Heritage Centre adjacent to the
Canterbury Gardens. This facility is shared by
SHHS and the Canterbury History Group.

We welcome visitors on Mondays, 10am-3pm or
by appointment.

Website:
https://surreyhillshistoricalsociety.org.au/

Items and stories from the collection appear on:
Surrey Hills History Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/Surrey-Hills-
History-887879524593056/ and

Victorian Collections
https://victoriancollections.net.au

Surrey Hills Historical Society committee:
President: Sue Barnett

Vice-President: Euan Walmsley

Treasurer: Alison Dews

General committee: Jane Addis, Malcolm Barnett,
Max Beaton, Yvonne Bowyer, Phillip Dews, and
Stephen Gillespie.

Archivist & Newsletter editor: Sue Barnett

Address for postage: The Maling Heritage Centre
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury 3126.

Printing of this newsletter: Courtesy of Jess
Wilson MP, State Member for Kew.

12 Parkhill Road, Kew, 3101 9853 2999
Jess.Wilson.MP@parliament.vic.gov.au

Surrey Hills Historical Society Inc
Newsletter: August 2025

UPCOMING EVENTS:
Special combined meeting with Canterbury
History Group, Monday 28 July at 8pm
Professor Andy Gleadow - ‘Archaeological
dating and the Kimberley Rock Art Dating
Project.’
Professor Andy Gleadow is
a local resident. A member
of the School of
Geography, Earth and
Atmospheric Sciences at
the University of
Melbourne, he has been a
pioneer in the
development of fission
track dating methods for
understanding the thermal
and tectonic evolution of
the continental crust, establishing Australia at the forefront
of this field internationally. His work has been recognised by
numerous awards. As Director of the Rock Art Australia, he
led a major collaborative dating project aimed at
establishing a robust time scale for the remarkable
Indigenous rock art on Balanggarra Country of the Kimberley
Region of NW Australia. Here a two-metre-long rock painting
of a kangaroo is now Australia’s oldest known, intact
Aboriginal rock painting. It has now been dated to between
17,500 and 17,100 years old.

Traditional Owner lan Waina with the kangaroo painting
REF: https://www.bradshawfoundation.com
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Monthly meeting, Tuesday 19 August at 8pm - Members share night: ‘What is it?

Definition: Gadget - a small mechanical or electronic device
or tool, especially an ingenious or novel one.

Even the word gadget conjures up curiosity! Coined first in
the late 19th century and originally in nautical use, it was
probably from the French gachette meaning ‘lock
mechanism’ or from the French dialect word gagée
meaning ‘tool’.

Members nights are always fun and full of interest. Bring
along a gadget or vintage tool, have others guessing and
share its story.

Illustration: The multipurpose cane — a true gentleman’s companion that accommodates a myriad of refined pursuits: capturing
butterflies, seeking shelter from the rain, indulging in opium, playing the flute, and even measuring a horse.
REF: https://rarehistoricalphotos.com/vintage-gadgets-from-1900s/

Tuesday 16 September at 8pm: Robert Baker - ‘Changing fashions as reflected in

the Kew Historical Society Collection.’

Robert Baker is the archivist at Kew Historical Society. His father was
a Melbourne fashion designer, but Robert chose a different
pathway in education, initially as a teacher, then as a public servant

specialising in curriculum design.

In 2012, he found himself a new position as archivist of the Kew
Historical Society and collection manager of a large and significant
collection which included one of the largest collections of costumes
held by an historical society in Victoria with costumes and textiles
dating from the 1840s to the end of the twentieth century. Making
sense of this collection taught him about textiles, design and their
use over time by Australian and international designers. This part of
the Kew collection has featured in their regular exhibition program.

Join as Robert will use examples from this nationally significant
collection to explore changing tastes in fashion and design.

This meeting forms part of the Whitehorse Heritage Week. -

Pink silk evening dress, c.1842 from
the Kew Historical Society Collection

Friday 19 September, 2-4pm: Box Hill Cemetery tour

In death as in life, there are fashions - from the
way in which we dress for funerals, to the way in
which funerals are conducted and the ways in
which we choose to memorialise the deceased. In
this tour members of the Box Hill and Surrey Hills
Historical Societies will explore how some of the
fashions around caring for and farewelling the
dead are reflected in the Box Hill Cemetery.

Meet at the Office in the centre of the cemetery 10
minutes before commencement time.

Cost: $15.00
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Bookings are essential as there is a maximum of 20 participants. Bookings open on 15 August.

Register through Trybooking: Heritage Week 2025. Changing Fashions Tickets, Box Hill Cemetery, Box Hill |
TryBooking Australia

This also forms part of the Whitehorse Heritage Week.

Hearses similar to the image above would have been used for many funerals in the late 19t and early 20t
centuries. This one has been fully restored and is still in use by Australian Heritage Funerals. The remnants
of the hearse were located on a farm at Hirstglen in 1981. It was originally used in the Gatton area of the
Lockyer Valley prior to 1900 and is considered to be of a type manufactured around 1864. It was operated
by Gatton funeral director Mr Ernest Lowe.

Special meeting Tuesday 23 September at 7.30pm: Jacqueline Holdich - ‘Edward
Bulwer Lytton Dickens: A life of adventure and misadventure’

Jacqueline Holdich is travelling from Adelaide for this presentation of some
of her research into Edward Bulwer Lytton Dickens. His name is a story in
itself!

Jacqueline is a retired teacher-librarian with an interest in history, research
and family ancestry. Her interest in Charles Dickens grew from avidly
reading “A Tale of Two Cities” at age fifteen and from an aunt remarking
that she may be related to Dickens in some way through her great-
grandfather, John Henry Barrow, founder of the Adelaide Advertiser.

Research in recent times has concluded that this is doubtful. However,
when Jacqueline discovered that Charles Dickens had sent two sons to
Australia in the 1860s, she became fascinated, in particular with the life
story of the seventh and youngest son, Edward, who arrived alone, aged
sixteen. Jacqueline is keen to leave a true record of Edward's adventurous
life.

Our thanks to Robin Adams for facilitating this — and as there are
connections with both Canterbury and Surrey Hills, members of the
Canterbury History Group have been invited to join us.

Trivia night - a great night and a great result!

What a great night on so many scores!
(No pun intended!) A full room of
enthusiastic punters, a challenging quiz
master and lots of tricky questions and
puzzles to jog the memory and prod the
grey cells.

After expenses, we raised $2815.50
which will assist the Society to meet
purchase of archival products, additions
to our reference library, specific
conservation projects and general
expenses over the next 12 months.

Our thanks go especially to Graham and
Ruth O’Rourke, and also to sponsors:
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Zimt Patisserie, Purvis Cellars, JBC Distillery and Palace Cinemas for their support with auction and raffle
prizes and importantly to those members who worked behind the scenes to bring it together.

In a race to the end, scores were tight, but one table had the advantage of a Hard Quiz winner, Cyrus
Wong, who coincidentally had been a student of our Quiz Master. Members of the Mont Albert North
Probus Club, as the Red Rattlers, added appropriate colour to the occasion and John Pesuto, member for
Hawthorn, joined in and assisted one table.

4 Surrey Hills Historical Society Newsletter — August-September 2025



Feature article: Rev Thomas Watt Leggatt (1859-1944)
Rev Thomas Watt Leggatt’s grave was one of those visited on the recent ‘Scottish Roots’ tour of Box Hill
Cemetery.

Rev Thomas Watt Leggatt, born in Glasgow in 1859, came from humble beginnings, but by the time he
retired from the Presbyterian Ministry he had established a reputation as a missionary noted for his
linguistic work and his ethnographic observations and as an esteemed churchman who served as
Moderator of Presbyterian Church in Victoria in 1931. His last home was 4 Norris Street, Surrey Hills. He
died there on 23 August 1944, aged eighty- five.

Thomas’ father William Kerr Leggatt was a cotton spinner who had grown up in Neilston, Renfrewshire
where he worked in one of the two cotton mills established on the banks of the Levern River, which
provided water for both power and processing. The first mill was only the second erected in Scotland and
the bleaching of linens expanded to cotton manufacturing. It was an industry which relied on child labour
and large numbers of the workforce developed lung diseases from inhaling the cotton fluff. From the age
of about ten, many
children became cotton
¥ " . J piecers, having to
| | repetitively and quickly
— lean over the spinning-
machine to repair broken
threads. William may have
escaped this fate, but
Scottish census entries
reveal that a number of his
half-siblings were
employed as such. ?

Left: Crofthead Thread Works,
Neilston, 1914

In 1833 William Leggatt married Mary Sharp and between 1836 and 1850 they had six children. Following
her death, William married Marion Watt in 1855. Thomas Watt Leggatt was born in 1859 and a sister Janet

1 REF: 1851 and 1861 census
https://spartacus-educational.com/IRpiecers.htm - an interesting collection of primary source material about this role.
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(Jessie) in 1861.2 By the time Thomas was born, his father had become a cotton mill manager and the
family was living at 1 Blair Street, Calton, an area in the east of Glasgow with numerous mills.

Nothing is known about Thomas’
early life growing up in Calton
with older half-siblings, but
somehow, he achieved the means
to study at Glasgow University
with a calling to work as a
missionary. He arrived in Sydney
from London in 1886 aboard the
Orient Line steam ship
‘Chimborazo’ with his wife
Margaret Marshall Agnew, also
from Glasgow, and his colleague
Rev Alexander Morton. Both were
inducted as missionaries to the
New Hebrides in Scots Church
Melbourne and travelled to the
Amy Gertrude Russell Mission in
the village of Aulua on Malekula,
the second largest of the islands. When they arrived, the Presbyterian Mission had been in the New
Hebrides for nearly forty years. Its approach to the work was three-fold: evangelization, medical care and
education, which essentially meant teaching in the vernacular languages to enable the indigenous people
to read the bible.

The earliest missionaries to the islands had been sent by the London Missionary Society under the
leadership of John Williams and many Scots came to the islands through this organisation. Cannibalism was
practised in many of the 80 islands making up the New Hebrides, and whilst a number of early missionaries
met their end as a result, it was largely associated with tribal warfare, which was endemic. So, whilst
cannibalism was a potential life-threatening risk for the missionaries, it was isolation, the lack of medical
facilities and the risk of disease that were of greater risk to their physical and mental welfare.

Pacific Manuscripts Bureau PMB Photo 82-049

Amy Gertrude Russell Mission house, Aulua
Source: https://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/catalogue

2 Evidence has also been found of a third child Elizabeth who is thought to have died in infancy.
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During his first stay on Malekula, Thomas and his wife Margaret had two children born in the hospital on
the adjacent island of Ambrim 3: Maggie* born in 1888, survived to adulthood (d.1975) and Minnie born
and also died in 1890. Margaret also died in 1890, probably from a combination of post-partum weakness

and tropical fever.

Ambrim Hospital, erected 1895/96, in 1903 and destroyed by volcanic eruption in 1913.
Source: Acc.7548/F/20, International Mission Photography Archive, ca.1860-ca.1960, National Library of Scotland.

The 1889 Synod at Kwamera
Back left: Rev Alexander Morton; 3™ from left: Dr John Paton; Centre: Thomas Watt Leggatt.
Front right: Mrs Leggatt
Source: https://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/pambu/catalogue

3 REF: Trove — Argus 23 July 1902 and Australasian 23 September 1905.
4 Full name: Margaret Marshall Agnew Leggatt
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John Paton was one of the most famous of the Presbyterian missionaries in the New Hebrides. Thomas
Leggatt no doubt admired him and he co-authored the booklet, ‘John G. Paton, D.D., missionary to the
New Hebrides: a memorial life for our children” with WMM Alexander.

Thomas returned to Melbourne and in 1894 married Australian-born, but of Scottish blood, Margaret
Muter Wilson. They returned to Aulua where between 1894-1905 they had four children. Their last child
was born on return to Melbourne. ®

Thomas Leggatt’s letters and notebooks written 1896 to 1905 are held by ANU and provide a vivid glimpse
into the life of a missionary, passing on mission news, ordering supplies, recording ethnographic
observations on the people and languages of Malekula, listing and detailing information about teachers,
both European and indigenous, and reporting on students. Personal insights include a cover note
addressed to Rev Leggatt’s father regarding a cask of 192 Ibs of arrowroot together with a 50 Ib bag of raw
coffee being shipped to Melbourne and a request to register the birth of his daughter, Lillie Tait Leggatt,
born in 1898, and sadly living less than a year. ©

. gl | e 5

‘fﬂ]-:,f,m]] (I(IIUI‘Ii \UUSTRALASIAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE
ot i ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE
| Hosarz, 1892,

IN

MALEKULA’ Section G.

Anthropology.

B.—~MALEKULA, NEW HEBRIDES,
By REV. T. WATT LEGGATT, Missionary.

i NEW HEBRIDES.
|
l

Birth and Childhood,

| BrREV.T.WATT LEGGATT, A rrer a birth the woman is not allowed to leave the village

| for 20 days. The child is named by a relative on or about
OF THE [ the 30th day. A pig is killed on the oceasion, and a distribu-
tion of food made. The name is usually that of & relative,
- i ele and the surname that of the plot of ground on which the
“AMY GERTRUDE RUSSELL” child was born.
| The mother earries the child astride on her I.i'v, ‘uln]mrlml
MISSION. | by a mat or calico under her arm and over the shonlder
The father frequently carries the child, In faet it is nursed
either by the one or ‘other. After a birth the father remains
i in the house nursing it until the mother is able to gro nbout
The child is lovingly, in fact indulgently treated. There
seems to be little or no diseipline or training. Suckling is
continued for two years at least.

Some of T W Leggatt’s papers are held at the National Library of Australia

The production of arrowroot referred to above was a time-consuming undertaking which generated
revenue for the natives and for building additional churches in the islands. It involved digging up the
arrowroot bulbs, scraping them, continually washing the resultant mixture in sea water and then fresh
water to remove impurities, then drying it in the sun until the remaining white powder was ready to be
packed into barrels. The arrowroot powder was shipped to New Zealand (and other countries). ’

5> William Watt born 1894; Lillie Tait born 1898; Dorothy Fairlie b 1902; Elizabeth Blair b 1905 and Andrew Wilson b1907.

6 REF: Trove — Sydney Morning Herald 2 September 1899 — she died at Amy Gertrude Russell mission /house aged 9 months.
Details of T W Leggatt’s correspondence: https://researchdata.edu.au/pambu-doc1252-letter-books/1538439

7 REF: https://presbyterian.org.nz/archives/missions/newhebrideshistory.htm
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One of a number of photos which document the production of arrowroot in the New Hebrides
https://pcanzarchives.recollect.co.nz/nodes/view/8241?keywords=6&type=all&highlights=WyI2110%3D

In 1907 Thomas Leggatt and his family returned to Melbourne permanently. He was appointed to the
congregation at Dunolly in 1907, then Sunbury in 1910. In 1919 he was appointed Convener of Board of
Missions and editor of the church publication “The Record”; in 1923 he was appointed to Abbotsford and
in 1929 to Glen Iris. In 1931 he became the Moderator of the Presbyterian Church of Victoria.

Leggatt family, c 1912/13
Back row, left to right: William Leggatt, (age 18); Margaret (Maggie) Muter Leggatt.
Front row, Margaret Marshall Agnew AKA Maggie Leggatt (age 26), Elizabeth Blair (Bettie) Leggatt (age 9), Thomas Watt Leggatt,
Andrew Wilson Watt Leggatt (age 6) and Dorothy Fairlie Leggatt (age 11).
Photo courtesy: Stephen Gillespie.
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After many domestic moves, Thomas and Margaret Leggatt spent their retirement years at 4 Norris Street,
Surrey Hills. The timber attic Edwardian home remains, with extensions. Of their children, Andrew Wilson
Leggatt lived with them for a time, as did Margaret Marshall Agnew Leggatt, a nurse, and Dorothy Fairlie
Leggatt, a missionary. After Thomas’ death in 1944, Margaret Muter Leggatt lived there until her death in
1965.

LEGGATT. —On August 29, at his home, 4 Norris Street, Surrey Hills, the Rev. T. Watt Leggatt,
loved husband of Margaret, and loving father of Margaret, Bill (A.l.F.), Dorothy, Bettie (Mrs.
White), and Andrew.

REF: Argus 30 August 1944

Their son, Sir William Watt (Bill) Leggatt (1894-1968) achieved note as a soldier, lawyer and politician.
When the family moved to Victoria in 1907, he entered Geelong College and then Ormond College. He
gained his B.A. in 1915 and LL.B. in 1920 from the University of Melbourne and was awarded a scholarship
to study for the ministry but suspended his course and enlisted in the Australian Imperial Force on

6 August 1915.

Dorothy Fairlie Leggatt (1888-1975) studied at PLC, trained as a teacher and taught at PLC for three years,
before training as a kindergarten teacher. After teaching at South Richmond for two years, she then
studied to become a Deaconess of the Presbyterian Church and was appointed to Korea as a missionary,
arriving at Busan on 12 September 1928. The Japanese occupation of Korea suppressed missionary work
and the threat of war forced the withdrawal of many missionaries. Dorothy left her position as director of
the Women’s Bible Institute and returned to Australia in 1941 but returned in 1947 until 1950, when her
health forced her retirement from active work overseas. &

Thomas Watt Leggatt and Margaret Muter Leggatt are buried in Box Hill Cemetery, Grave P-047-0039.

Thanks to Stephen Gillespie for information regarding one of his many relatives who spent part of their
lives in Surrey Hills.

Congratulations to Greg Buchanan - RHSV 2025 Award of Merit

Local resident Greg Buchanan is known to many of our members. A retired town planner, he has been
involved in many heritage-related activities. Currently he is one of those actively lobbying to have the
former Box Hill Brick Works site purchased for open space.

RHSV Citation: Greg has been a stalwart volunteer with the RHSV for 10 years. His volunteering draws on
his professional expertise in town-planning as Greg is a lead site-searcher for the RHSV. Site-searching is
commercial research and raises much needed funds for the RHSV. The site-searches are one of our major
income streams, all due to the wonderful volunteer work that Greg and his small team of colleagues puts
in.

Greg has also written a wonderful history book which is one of our best-sellers in the RHSV bookshop.
Penguin Land is a remarkable story of an 80-year battle to save the Philip Island penguin colony and what
can arise when development interests and property rights collide with the environment and precious
wildlife —the much loved little penguins. Summerland’s conversion into a national park for the little
penguins is believed to be the first time human settlement has been displaced for a single animal species
anywhere in the world.

8 Korean history Bulletin Board - https://www.kich.org/bbs/view.htmI?idxno=3580
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In 2021 Greg was made Boroondara Citizen of the Year for his work preserving the precious heritage of his
home suburb, Surrey Hills and its surrounds. Greg was nominated by Surrey Hills Progress [Association].
Greg is a model citizen on many fronts and he has devoted his retirement to civic and community service.
Greg is a quiet achiever — he never blows his own trumpet but he consistently turns out excellent work,
maximising the use of the historical resources available to him. He is much loved at the RHSV and
respected by this peers and colleagues who appreciate the intelligence, dedication, clear-sightedness and
strategic thinking that be brings to all his work.

Greg has clearly met and exceeded the criteria for an RHSV Award of Merit.

Signed: Rosemary Cameron

A recent addition to the collection - Victorian Railways Newsletter, July 1964
We recently received a copy of the Victorian Railways Newsletter from July 1964. It came out of the blue
from a person unknown to us, who fortunately recognised that the photos contained in it of the Mont
Albert Road railway crossing would be of interest to us.

The front cover with cameras at the ready documents part of the background to a 10-minute documentary
film on boom gates made by ABV2 cameramen. In the image on the left is Keith Glover who played the part
of the father in the film and eleven-year-old David Edwards, who acted as his son. On the right, standing in
a drainage pit, is ABV 2 cameraman Keith Taylor photographing an approaching train at the Mont Albert
crossing.

VICTORIAN RAILWAYS N‘ws[tmk
*

....................

Keith Glover’s career began with ABC in Queensland in 1947. After moving to Melbourne, Keith worked
with Radio Australia for many years, broadcasting from studios in the old ‘cottage’ at the rear of Broadcast
House, the ‘biscuit factory’ in Lonsdale Street, and finally from the new Radio Australia complex at East
Burwood. As a presenter of Radio Australia's ‘Listeners' Mailbag’, he became an ‘interactive’ broadcaster
well before the term became popular. Keith received awards for international broadcasting and his voice
was also well known on the ‘home service’ radio. He presented a wide range of programs including news
bulletins, sporting panels, Anzac Day marches and Royal Tours. He was also seen regularly on ABV Channel
2 where he presented a ballroom dancing program for a number of years. In the latter stages of his career
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Keith moved into management; he retired from the ABC in 1985 and died in 2006. In the 1960s and 1970s
he and his family lived at 19 Broughton Road, Surrey Hills.

Back to the track ... I've looked, but have not found, an exact date for the introduction of boom gates to
the Mont Albert Road railway crossing, however with their introduction, the role and necessity for a
gatekeeper became redundant. The Alan Holt registers record the following gatekeepers at Mont Albert at
the beginning of each decade —as such it is probably not a complete record:

1890: A Ginger; 1900: Mrs M Taylor; 1910: Mrs D Moloney; 1920: Mrs A Ellen; 1930: J Bourke-Finn;

1940: R A E Joyce; 1950: A R House; 1970:Harold Matthews.

We don’t have a photo of the gatehouse at 335 Mont Albert Road, but part of it can just be seen between
the train and the service station. It was demolished in c1971 at the time when the third track was built.

Help needed - September Exhibition: ‘My life and a suitcase’

Do you have an interesting suitcase and perhaps a travel or related story that it can tell? A committee from
the Canterbury History Group and Surrey Hills Historical Society has begun planning for our first joint
exhibition. It will run from Monday 22 September to Friday 10 October in the Meeting Room of the Maling
Heritage Centre.

Jan Pigot from the Canterbury Group will be contributing a round Globite suitcase that was amongst her
father’s belongings. Like many suitcases of its era, it has the owner’s name printed boldly on the front. It’s
a rather ordinary dark brown and slightly battered on the outisde but the gorgeous floral lining inside is
quite intact.

Globite was founded by Ford Sherlngton Ltd in Surry Hills, Sydney in 1911. The company brought skilled

B g : : . trunk makers from Great Britain, but with the declaration
of war in Europe, it turned from just making suitcases and
trunks to making gaiters which were worn by Australian
soldiers. Following the war, the company branched out to
making sporting goods including cricket pads, golf bags

and footballs. However perhaps their best line post-WW2

sad Trada Mashn: se0e. 476 TRR Bit s proved to be the suitcases that thousands of children took

16008, 17930, 20014, 24108 68086, 6807. 48553,
48687, Legal i w i1l follow infri

U Glokite the Wgree gl ackcovisasea i to school every week day. They were made of a sturdy

: compressed fibre, similar to really strong cardboard and
! they came in different sizes. They would typically contain
. the school paper in its grey cardboard cover, perhaps a
: reader, lunch in a brown paper bag, a handkerchief, ruler
and penC|I box. Boys might also pack the|r bag of treasured marbles.

If you can contribute a case, a story or would GﬂB B ’ o o N
like to join the exhibition sub-committee ) D I T E B G S
please contact Sue. If not, you may have : TRAVEL GOODS e

some time to volunteer as a ‘guide’ while the Lichtest——Best.
e 3 - 4 L I3
exhibition is on. SOLD BY ALL STORES.

TRAVEL CASES

Ed
Strongest

BE SURE THE SILVER BRAND"
| GLOBITE ]
——
IS ON THE CASE YOU BUY

AUSTRALIAN MADE BY

Ford, Sherington Ltd.

Kippax Street, SYDNEY.

SRR NIRRT XA R CEENNS
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