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Meetings of the Surrey Hills Historical Society 
are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
(February to November) at 8pm. 
 

Venue: The Maling Heritage Centre, 190A 
Canterbury Road, Canterbury, 3126 
Supper follows the presentation. 
Visitors welcome - $5.00 donation. 
 
Members of the Society are committed to 
documenting the history of the area of Mont 
Albert and Surrey Hills.  
 
In November 2022, the local history collection 
was formally handed over to the Surrey Hills 
Historical Society by the Board of Management of 
the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre. After a 
period in storage, the collection has now been 
moved to the Maling Heritage Centre in the 
Canterbury Gardens. This facility is shared by 
SHHS and the Canterbury History Group.  
 
Volunteers are continuing to work on unpacking 
and arranging the collection. We welcome visitors 
on Mondays, 10am-3pm or by appointment. 
 

Website: 
https://surreyhillshistoricalsociety.org.au/ 
 
Items and stories from the collection appear on 
the Surrey Hills History Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/Surrey-Hills-History-
887879524593056/ and on Victorian Collections 
at https://victoriancollections.net.au 
 

Surrey Hills Historical Society committee: 
President: Sue Barnett 

Vice-President: Euan Walmsley 
Secretary: Max Beaton 
Treasurer: Alison Dews 

General committee: Yvonne Bowyer 
Archivist & Newsletter editor: Sue Barnett 

 
Address for postage: The Heritage Centre 
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury 3126. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Tuesday 20 August at 8pm: Emily Grant – 
Local History at the Boroondara Library 
Service 
Join Emily Grant, Local 
and Family History 
Lead from Boroondara 
Library Service, as she 
talks about the 
collection and services 
provided by the Local 
and Family History 
team.  The 
presentation will 
include collection 
highlights, searching 
tips when looking for 
items in the Library’s 
catalogue and how to 
access items.  It will 
also discuss the help 
the team can give you when undertaking your own research. 

 
Tuesday 17 September at 8pm: Old 
Melbourne by bioscope, 1900-1931 presented 
by Chris Long 

 
Chris worked for 40 years 
in documentary 
broadcasting with ABC 
radio and elsewhere, as 
well as in film and sound 
archives. He has 
published extensively on 
early Australian films. 
During the 1990s, he 
published an ongoing 
series of articles in the 
magazine ‘Cinema 
Papers’ dealing with 
Australia’s earliest films. 
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Chris will screen a selection of early films from his collection of Melbourne and Camberwell. For those of us 
who have watched Melbourne and its suburbs change including its housing, street lighting, shops, dress, 
public and private transport, the presentation will be one of nostalgia and fascination. 
 

Letters to the Newspapers – touchstones to the interests of children, 1893-1955 
by Ken James 
Picking up the theme of last month’s meeting at which Ken James read part of a letter to The Advocate 
from Carrie Meiers of Beatrice Avenue, Ken has provided the following glimpse into the sorts of letters he 
has found through searching Trove. Ken is currently working on his seventh Surrey Hills book. This one is 
about 315 letters written by 163 Surrey Hills children to the children’s section of several Melbourne 
publications between 1893 and 1955. Some children wrote more than one letter, and some to more than 
one publication. The following number of letters were found in each of the following publications – The 
Advocate (21), The Age (36), The Argus (70), The Australasian (12), The Herald (73), The Leader (20), The 
Spectator and Methodist Chronicle (2), The Sun News Pictorial (50) and The Weekly Times (31).  
 
The Weekly Times introduced ‘Uncle Ben’ in December 1892 and in February 1893 ‘Aunt Connie’. This 
column proved to be so popular that it continued for 34 years until 1927. In May 1895 The Leader (the 
Saturday paper of The Age) introduced ‘Cinderella’s Letter Box’. By 1897, as well as publishing children’s 
letters, it was also raising funds for sick children and most of the children writing letters wished the 
“children in the cot” well, and some sent in money. The Cinderella column continued for 40 years until 
1935. 
 
Some letters discussed some aspect of life in Surrey Hills or other matters of interest to the writer. 
However, the content of most of the letters were drawings, jokes, paintings, poems, photographs, puzzles, 
riddles, short stories, sketches, verse, etc, either as entries to competitions or to receive a certificate of 
achievement if published. If entered in a competition, only the name of the person and their prize was 
recognised. Prizes for successful entrants included books, fountain pens, propelling pens, cameras, 
watches and money for the winners, as well as certificates for the runners-up. The most valuable prize was 
that won by Jillian Braithwaite in 1954, when she was one of 25 winners to receive a Trans Australia 
Airlines (T.A.A.) return flight to Sydney after entering the Junior Age competition: “Name six famous people 
Free Flight competition.”1 
 

 
1 Argus, 29 October 1954, p. 19. 
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One correspondent, Ivan Southall (1921-2008), contributed many items to the Argus, Australasian, Herald 
and Sun between 1934 and 1936, aged 12 to 15 years. His contribution included seven short stories 
published in the Herald Junior and one in the Australasian. Ivan went on to become a writer, best known 

for young adult fiction. He wrote more than 30 children’s books, six books 
for adults, and at least ten works of history, biography or other non-
fiction.2 According to his biography (The Loved and the Lost: The Life of 
Ivan Southall by Stephany Evans Steggall, Lothian, South Melbourne, 
2006) he attended Surrey Hills S.S. then Chatham S.S., Mont Albert 
Central School then for a very short time, Box Hill Grammar (now 
Kingswood College). 
 
Ivan is pictured here with his younger brother Gordon (SHP0961). He 
donated copies of many of his works to the Surrey Hills Historical Society 
collection. 
 
The following are eight letters about some aspects of life in Surrey Hills 
or other experiences, written about between 1893 and 1931. Ken has 
provided information regarding some of the matters written about. 
 

LETTER 1: In October 1893, Arthur Cox wrote to the Weekly Times: ‘Surrey Hills. – Dear Uncle Ben, – This is 
the first time I have written to you. I belong to the Field Naturalists’ Club. Last Saturday week, when we 
were having an outing, I was catching bullfrogs, and as I put my hand in the water something stung me. I 
screamed and said that a water snake had bitten me, but it turned out to be a leech. With love to Aunt 
Connie and yourself, I remain your affectionate nephew. Arthur Cox, aged eight years and three months.’3 
 
The Surrey Hills Field Naturalists’ Club was formed in July 1892. Its name was changed in January 1893 to 
Surrey Hills Field Club to ‘embody a wider field of work.’ An advertisement in July 1894 of its forthcoming 
second anniversary referred to it as the ‘District Presbyterian Church Field Naturalists’ Club.’4 
 
LETTER 2: In July 1900, Fred Lumsden wrote to the Leader: ‘Surrey 
Hills, 26 May 1900. Dear Cinderella, –  Father takes “The Leader” 
every week, and I like reading the “Children’s Column,” so I 
thought I would like to try for a prize next month. We have got 
about 20 fowls, and they have just started laying. I think it is so 
nice to have fresh eggs. Surrey Hills is a nice place with hills all 
round it, and some very nice shops. Last Monday our school 
marched through the streets waving flags, kicking or hitting tins, 
and cheering. I am in the fifth class at school and have hard sums 
to do. We have got a big black cat, called “Ranji,” and he is 36 
inches from the tip of his tail to his nose. I have got a magpie, and 
he is just beginning to whistle and talk. This is all I have got to tell 
you for the present, so good-bye. – I remain, yours truly, Fred 
Lumsden, Apsley, Middlesex Road, Surrey Hills.’  
 
LETTER 3: In January 1902, Gertrude Woods wrote to the Weekly Times about Surrey Hills State School: 
‘Dear Aunt Connie, – We have had a lot of changing about with the teachers lately. Two have left – Miss C. 
M. Lewis and Miss A. Bennett. We had no prizes when we broke up, but we are going to have them given 
out at Easter time. Our State School concert was very nice, and there were two pieces that were 

 
2 ‘Ivan Southall,’ https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ivan_Southall 
3 Weekly Times, 28 October 1893, p. 8. 
4 Ken James, Surrey Hills Sporting Clubs and Cultural Groups (2018), p. 160. 
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exceptionally good – one “Twenty-four Little Mothers,” and the other “Twenty-four Little Drummer Boys.” 
Mrs Syme, one of our best friends at Balwyn, had those two pieces over again at the Benevolent Asylum in 
town. Mrs Syme gave a gold watch to the boy that could shoot the best among our cadets, and they 
presented her with a lovely photo of the Cadet Corps. With love to Connie and Flo, Uncle Ben and yourself, 
–  From Gertrude Woods.5 
 
The Surrey Hills State School Volunteer Cadet Unit was established in 1891.6 Surrey College Volunteer 
Cadet Corps was established two years later in 1899.7 Surrey College was a private school. 8 
 

 
Surrey Hills State School Cadet Corps with drums and fifes (SHP0043) 

 

LETTER 4: On 3 October 1908, Carrie Meiers of ‘Mattavia,’ Beatrice Avenue, Surrey Hills wrote to the 
Advocate about the five-day visit to Melbourne of sixteen United States warships which had set out on a 
world cruise on 16 December 1907. They were painted white to denote peace and were known as ‘The 
Great White Fleet.’ The fleet was welcomed by large, enthusiastic crowds when they visited Sydney in 
August 1908, then Melbourne, and finally Albany, Western Australia.9  
  
‘Dear Aunt Patsy, did you go to see the fleet? I went in on the Monday to the procession, both morning 
and night. I think the sailors looked tired after their long tramp. But, oh, on Monday night I think it was 
dreadful! Such a crowd of people we could hardly get a train; but we managed to get home before it 
started to rain. I went into town in a buggy with a friend on Wednesday, and I saw all the decorations. I 
think the decorations were very nice. My father and mother went out on Wednesday to try to get on one 
of the battleships, but they could not get on. I had been home a little time when a knock came at the door, 
and my sister, thinking it was my father and mother, threw the door wide open, and, oh! will I ever forget 
the fright I had when a man said, “Are you Miss Meiers? Is your father home?” And when my sister said, 
“No,” he said, “Oh, well, I think I’ll come in and wait.” And he just stepped in the doorway, when my 
mother, who had been behind him all the time, burst out laughing; and who do you think it was? It was 
two American sailors from the Louisiana, whom they brought with them. They stayed all night and next day 
till 8 o’clock at night. My father wanted to take them about, but they preferred to stay at home. They said 
they never remembered having such a good time for a long while; they were lost in Melbourne, and they 

 
5 Weekly Times, 4 January 1902, p. 13. 
6 Victoria Government Gazette, 24 July 1891, p. 3171. 
7 Victoria Government Gazette, 29 September, p. 3726. 
8 Ken James, Surrey Hills Non-Government Schools, Chapter 6. 
9 The Great White Fleet’s 1908 visit to Australia 
    http://www.navy.gov.au/history/feature-histories/great-white-fleet%E2%80%99s-1908-visit-australia  

https://seapower.navy.gov.au/history/feature-histories/great-white-fleet%E2%80%99s-1908-visit-australia
https://seapower.navy.gov.au/history/feature-histories/great-white-fleet%E2%80%99s-1908-visit-australia
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thought it quite a novelty to sleep in a bed; they have hammocks on the ships. They told us many things 
about New York, which interested us very much: for, you know, Aunt Patsy we were all born in New York, 
America, and they were glad to meet some of their own country people. We have not been long in 
Australia, and so remember all the places they spoke about; and they are going to visit my auntie when 
they get back to America. One of the sailors was only sixteen, and he was always talking about his mother; 
he had only been in the navy eleven months. One of them was a Catholic, and he told us how good  
Fr Gleeson (the chaplain of the fleet) was. Then, on Friday, I was on one of the ships, the New Jersey, and I 
enjoyed the trip very much. We tried to get on the Louisiana, but we couldn’t. I think each vessel is like a 
little township. We were speaking to one of the sailors of the New Jersey, and he told us he had been on 
the New Jersey two years and didn’t know all the sailors on it.  He showed us about and gave us some 
American postcards. I think they were all very kind. They liked Australia and thought all the people very 
kind for giving them such a good welcome. This sailor had lost his liberty in Melbourne. He had taken too 
much liberty in Sydney, and he said he was very sorry now because he heard Melbourne was a beautiful 
place. Aunt Patsy, don’t you think the Ballarat Naval Cadets were plucky? I think they deserve credit for 
what they have done. I am sure their mothers must be proud of them all. I know I would be if they were 
my brothers. Aunt Patsy, will you send me a collecting card and I will again try and collect for the orphans. I 
hope you find room for my letter, and I trust it is not too long. Best love to all my cousins, the captain and 
first mate, not forgetting yourself. I remain your loving niece. Carrie Meiers.’10 
 
The reference in the letter to the Ballarat Naval Cadets was to 62 boys, mostly aged 13, 14 and 15, the 
youngest being 11 and the oldest 17, who marched from Ballarat to Melbourne to see the fleet referenced 
in Carrie’s letter. They took part in the Review and the March through the city streets. 11 
 
The fleet was welcomed to Melbourne by forty thousand people at the Heads, 20,000 afloat on Port Phillip 
Bay and hundreds of thousands lining the coastline. 
 

 
Postcard courtesy of Elizabeth Love, Hawthorn Historical Society 

 
Searching the newspapers, Ken discovered that on Friday, September 4, the Automobile Club of Victoria 
took 100 officers of the American fleet to Black’s Spur between Healesville and Marysville in a convoy of 80 
cars, driven by their owners. The convey started from the corner of Collins Street and Elizabeth Street then 
proceeded through Richmond, Hawthorn, Kew Canterbury, Surrey Hills, Box Hill, Ringwood and Lilydale. 

 
10 Advocate, 3 October 1908, p. 35. 
11 Who was Aunty Patsy: In September 1899 Marion Miller commenced a women's column in the Advocate and in 1900 became 
'Aunt Patsy' of the 'Children's Corner'. 
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However, due to flooding caused by excessive rainfall, it was deemed not possible to reach Lilydale from 
Ringwood so an alternative route was used. At Surrey Hills, a committee chaired by Arthur Brooks arranged 
for the buildings on both sides of Canterbury Road at Surrey Hills to be decorated with flags, greenery, and 
floral devices with wording expressing good wishes. Cheering spectators lined both sides of the road, 
including school children cheering and waving American and British flags.12 

 
Canterbury Road, Surrey Hills decorated for Empire Day, c1906 [SHP0882] 

 

LETTER 5: On 31 October 1908, Dorothy Gleadall of Windsor Crescent, wrote to the Australasian: ‘Dear 
Patience – I am going to tell you about a bazaar that is going to be held at our school on December 4 and 5. 
I am to be on the flower-stall, and I think it will be very nice indeed. One of the schoolteachers has the 
fancy stall, and she has asked the girls if they will make her some fancy things. I am making some pretty 
pincushions; the colours are blue and yellow; I think they will look very nice; also, a table-centre and three 
dolls. Another teacher has started a class, and is teaching dumbbells, clubs, and poles; my sister and I are 
learning. It is to be held every Monday afternoon from a quarter-past 4 till about 5 o’clock. I have not seen 
any other correspondence from Surrey Hills. I was pleased to see my letter published. Our garden is looking 
very pretty and there are a lot of beautiful roses out. I think a garden is very pretty in the springtime when 
one can go out and gather a handful of nice flowers. I have 118 postcards, nearly all from America. I think 
they are very nice ones. I have two albums: one I got for a prize at the other school – it was for French – 
and the other for my birthday. I will be twelve on February 14 next. I remain, your loving friend. Dorothy.’13 
 
The bazaar mentioned above was for the Surrey Hills State School and raised over £50 which was used to 
provide ‘apparatus and material for the playground, and to purchase a sewing machine, prizes and other 
requisites for the school.’14  
 
LETTER 6: In October 1912, Fred Kent wrote to the Leader: ‘Mont Albert Surrey Hills, 19 June 1912. Dear 
Cinderella, – It is a long time since I have written to you, and I will take for my subject this time, “Empire 
Night at Surrey Hills.”15 At Surrey Hills we kept up Empire celebrations till the following Monday night, the 
27th of May. First of all, the streets were illuminated with Chinese lanterns and decorated with flags at half 
past six o’clock. Nearly all the residents of the town had their houses beautifully illuminated. I know that I 
did for one. At eight o’clock, a procession started from Canterbury Road and travelled up and down Union 
Road, I suppose till they were really tired. While the procession was going along, we could see the boys 
from the Burwood Home marching with them and the Surrey Scouts’ Lantern Brigade. There were three or 

 
12 Various newspapers. 
13 Australasian, 31 October 1908, p. 54. 
14 Reporter, 11 December 1908, p. 4. 
15 Originally held to celebrate Queen Victoria’s birthday on 24 May, the celebrations culminated in fireworks and bonfires in the 
evening following processions during the day. Held throughout the British Empire they were renamed Empire Day in 1903 after 
her death in 1901. The last celebration of Empire Day in Australia took place in 1958. 
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four free bioscopes along the main streets showing patriotic pictures. This is about all I have to say about 
our Empire celebrations at Surrey Hills, except that my brothers and I enjoyed ourselves very much, and 
that there were about forty huge bonfires lighting up the hills round about us. Hoping I will get a prize, 
Fred Kent. 14 years 8 months.’ 
 
LETTER 7: In May 1915, Kathleen Walduck wrote to the Spectator and Methodist Chronicle: Dear Sister 
Faith, – Mother has started to read the Children’s Page to Gwen and me, so I thought I would like to write 
to you. I am eight years old, and in the third grade at the school. We have a long walk, so always take our 
dinners. We go to the new church and Sunday School at Benson Street, which was started in a tent last 
summer by my father and a few workers. He is the superintendent now. My cousin, Ben Gray 16 is in camp. 
We wish the war was over. We often think of the poor children where you live. I hope to see you some day. 
With love, Kathleen.’17   

 
Top: Horace Walduck and his wife Kate (nee Beckett) – both families were key in the establishment of Methodist churches  

in Surrey Hills and surrounding areas. 
L: Benson Street Methodist Church c1919 [SHP1990]; R: John Robert Gray [SHP1920] 

 
Looking further beneath the surface 
As Ken has commented, the letters to the newspaper columnists are touchstones to wider history. What 
more can be discovered from further research? Firstly, using resources within our collection and then by 

 
16 Benjamin Walter Gray of Suffolk Road, Surrey Hills, a law clerk before enlisting, was mentioned in despatches and returned to 
Australia on 18 October 1917. His brother John Robert Gray, a gunner with the 14th Field Artillery Brigade was killed in action in 
France on 21 June 1917. 
17 Spectator and Methodist Chronicle, 14 May 1915, p. 725. 
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some further internet searching we can discover more about a number of these individuals and their 
families and indeed about the columnists as well. 
  
LETTER 2: Frederick George Lumsden (1888-1968) was born in Tasmania, the son of George Lumsden, 
listed as occupation Secretary in electoral rolls, and his wife Emma Louise (maiden name Sim). ‘Apsley’ was 
No 4 Middlesex Road and from this address the family moved to 12 Durham Road. 18 Fred became a civil 
servant. He moved away from Surrey Hills for a time, but returned to live in Canterbury Road, marrying a 
local girl, Ida Isabel Wrigley and later living in Wattle Valley Road, Camberwell. No 4 Middlesex Road was a 
timber home and was demolished c1970 and replaced by units. No 12 Durham Road is Victorian in style 
and is still extant. At least in past times, the Alan Holt registers indicate that movements within and back to 
Surrey Hills were common. 
 
LETTER 4: The Meiers family lived at 7 Beatrice Avenue. 19As Carrie indicated in her letter, she was born in 
New York. A search on Ancestry.com.au didn’t reveal much about this family other than a couple of 
electoral roll entries that listed her father Bernhard Meiers as a baker and his wife as Ella.  
 
The letter from Carrie from Surrey Hills marked a brief interlude in her life. The family didn’t stay in Surrey 
Hills long. By 1912 they were living in Kensington and only a year later a shipping entry showed that 
Bernhard (42), a baker, Bernhard Jnr (15), Mathew (16) and Celia (19), a saleswoman arrived in London on 
11/8/1913 on the SS Medic from Sydney.  

 
 SS Medic leaving Sydney in the 1900s, State Library of NSW 

 
A week later the family embarked at Southampton 
for New York on RMS Olympic.  Bernhard is again 
listed as a baker with Martin (17), Bernhard (15) and 
Carry (19). RMS 20Olympic was a British ocean liner 
and the lead ship of the White Star Line's trio of 
Olympic-class liners. Olympic had a career spanning 
24 years from 1911 to 1935, in contrast to her short-
lived sister ships, Titanic and Britannic. This included 
service as a troopship during the First World War. 
[Ref: Wikipedia] 
 
The absence of Ella Meires in these records remains a 
mystery as the US Census for 1930 records Bernhard 

 
18 REF: Alan Holt’s property register – a unique resource within our collection 
19 REF: Alan Holt’s property register 
20 Royal Mail Ship 

SS Medic was a steamship built in Belfast 
for the White Star Line. It entered service in 
1899 and was one of five Jubilee-class 
ocean liners and the second to be built for 
the Australia service. The ship had capacity 
for 320 passengers in third class on three 
decks. It also had substantial cargo capacity 
with seven cargo holds, most of them 
refrigerated for the transport of Australian 
meat. [Ref: Wikipedia] 

RMS Olympic arriving at New York on her maiden voyage, 
21 June 1911 United States Library of Congress. 
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(baker) and Elsie Meires living in Queens. This record confirms their year of birth as 1871 and that both 
were born in Germany. Ten years later they are living with their daughter Clarissa in Queens where she is a 
dancing instructor. She had married another dancing instructor, Edwin Westfield (Westphal) born in 
Germany. 
 
LETTERS 5 & 7: Articles focusing on Dorothy Gleadall and the Walduck family and the Benson Street 
Methodist Church will feature in future newsletters. 
 
The Columnists – who were these genial children’s confidants behind their ‘nom de plume’? 
 
‘Aunty Patsy’ of The Advocate – Marion Miller Knowles 
Marion Knowles (1865-1949) was born at Woods Point, the 
eldest child of Irish immigrants James Miller, a storekeeper, 
and his wife Anne Maria, née Bowen. In December 1878, 
declining family circumstances led to Marion becoming a pupil-
teacher at the age of thirteen at the local state school. Having 
gained experience, she became a relief teacher both in 
Melbourne and country areas until January 1893 when she was 
appointed as a junior assistant at Box Hill. She married 
widower Joseph Knowles, a Melbourne city valuator, at St 
Patrick’s Cathedral on 19 September 1901.  
 
Marion Miller’s association with the Catholic newspaper The 
Advocate began prior to her marriage. In September 1899 she 
was appointed to write a women’s column and in 1900 became 
‘Aunt Patsy’ of the ‘Children's Corner’, a role she continued for 
nearly 27 years. She was formally appointed to the paper’s 
staff after she legally separated from her husband.  
 
Whilst journalism was a central part of her life, Marion Miller 
Knowles also played a leading role in the organization of the 
Catholic laity before World War I. She was foundation president 
of the Catholic Women’s Club and helped to form a social club for single Catholics. During the war she 
organized the dispatch of parcels to Catholic soldiers and after the war she chaired the committee 
responsible for welcoming them home. Other than through the letters children wrote to her, she also had 
another connection with Surrey Hills. She was the honorary secretary of the committee for St Joseph’s 
Home for Destitute Children in Kent Road and after World War II was its patron.  
REF: Australian Dictionary of Biography 
 
‘Cinderella’ of The Leader 
The Leader newspaper was a weekend town and country paper published by The Age. And ‘Cinderella’ was 
none other than Mary Grant Bruce! She became one of Australia’s best-known authors of children’s 
literature and between 1910 and 1942 she wrote a total of 38 children’s books. 
 
Mary was born Minnie Grant Bruce near Sale on 24 May 1878.  Her parents were Eyre Lewis Bruce, a 
surveyor from County Cork in Ireland, and Mary Atkinson Bruce and Mary was the fourth of a family of five. 
She began writing when she was six and, from age 16, she entered and won a number of the annual 
examinations of the Melbourne Shakespeare Society. She spent much her childhood on her grandparent’s 
and uncles’ cattle stations, giving her a love of horses and informing much of her later writing. Mary was 
educated at Miss Estelle Beausire's Ladies High School in Sale and worked briefly as a secretary before 
becoming a journalist. She left school in 1898 and the “Cinderella” page can be seen as the beginning of 

Marion Knowles (1865-1949), by an 
unknown photographer, 1920s from 

the National Library of Australia 
collection. 
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her literary career. Over time she contributed to many magazines and newspapers, including Blackwood's 
Magazine, the Morning Post, the Daily Mail, Windsor Magazine, Cassell's Magazine, the Strand, The Argus, 
The Melbourne Age, The Melbourne Herald, the Australasian, the Leader, The Sydney Morning Herald, The 
Sydney Mail, the Lone Hand, the Auckland Weekly Press, Woman's World, the West Australian and the 
British Australasian. 
 
A Little Bush Maid was her first major success and was originally published as a serial in the children’s page 
of The Leader. Its success enabled Mary to work as a full-time writer and journalist. Other early stories also 
appeared in that part of the paper.   
 
In 1913 Mary visited London and it was during this visit that she met and became engaged to her distant 
cousin and fellow writer Major George Evans Bruce. During their marriage they spent extended periods of 
time in Australia and the United Kingdom; during World War I, they lived in County Cork while he served 
with the Royal Dublin Fusiliers. Her 1916 novel Jim and Wally contains one of the first accounts of 
Australian soldiers facing gas attacks on the Western Front.  

 
In the photo at right, Mary is seen signing books at the Prahran Library. More about her life and career can 
be found at https://www.marygrantbruce.com.au/ 
REF: Wikipedia and https://www.marygrantbruce.com.au/ 
 

‘Sister Faith’ of the Spectator and Methodist Chronicle 
Evangeline (Eva) Florence Helena Ireland (1866-1926) was a Methodist 

Sister and welfare worker, who was born in Hobart, the eldest of seven 

children of Alexander Ireland and his wife Marion Forbes. She taught with 

her father, who was head of the Collegiate School in Hobart, before coming 

to Victoria. She was forced to retire from teaching due to ill health, after 

which in 1905 she joined the Methodist Sisterhood, taking the name of 

Sister Faith. She worked with the Collingwood Methodist Mission for 12 

years and is described as having been a tireless worker. In 1906 the church 

opened a Free Kindergarten, which for some years was under Sister Faith’s 

directorship.  In 1907 she was appointed a probation officer under the 

Children’s Court Act. She was also an active member of the National 

Council of Women. 

Harry Freeman, son of John Thomas Freeman, who was Minister of the Collingwood Methodist Mission 

from 1928 describes the Methodist Sisterhood in his book Collingwood Coke. Founded in the late 

https://www.marygrantbruce.com.au/
https://www.marygrantbruce.com.au/
http://www.marygrantbruce.com.au/wp-content/uploads/MGB-I.jpg
http://www.marygrantbruce.com.au/wp-content/uploads/signing.gif
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nineteenth century, it was an Order of “carefully selected devout women who had felt the call to dedicate 

their lives to Christian service” in the field of city missions, for which they underwent special training. Their 

role consisted of pastoral and hospital visitation, counselling, dispensing relief to the poor, religious 

instruction in state schools, the supervision of young people’s clubs and classes, and occasional preaching. 

Their uniform was modelled on that of some nurses and included a pill box hat of velvet with a train falling 

behind, as seen in her photograph. It was during this time with the Collingwood Methodist Mission that 

Evangeline wrote for the Women’s page of The Spectator, and for a few years the Children’s page as well. 

On 31 August 1912, she wrote a lengthy article published in the Weekly Times in which she describes 

housing problems in Collingwood and the resultant social and health issues. 21 

In 1917, Sister Faith left Collingwood and moved to the Brunswick Street Fitzroy Mission where she 
undertook less physically demanding correspondence and literary work, including with kindergartens, 
moving from here to the Chaucer Library and Methodist Book Depot at Clyde House in Collins Street. 
During her time with the Fitzroy Mission, in part due to her advocacy, the Mission started a specialist 
kindergarten which later became Yooralla.  
  
Sister Faith lived in Victoria Parade, Fitzroy for many years, moving to Simpson Street, East Melbourne 
towards the end of her life. She underwent major surgery in 1925 and died in a private hospital the 
following year. Just after her death it was resolved to name a new wing of the Yooralla Hospital School in 
her honour. She is buried in Brighton Cemetery. 
REF: The Forgotten Women, Alison Head, printed in ‘Finding a Home in the Uniting Church - The 

Proceedings of the Second Uniting Church National History Conference June 7-10-2019’ and Collingwood 

Notables, Collingwood Historical Society - https://collingwoodhs.org.au/view/collingwood-

notables/entry/906/?letter=i 

Boroondara Community Plan for 2025-2035  
Now is the time for members who live in Boroondara to have input into how the Council frames its 
priorities for 2025-2035. 
 
Currently one of the core themes is Neighbourhood Character and Heritage with the strategic objective to: 
Protect the heritage and respect the character of Boroondara, while facilitating appropriate, well-designed 
development. 
 
The Community Plan was first developed in partnership with the community in 2017 and every 4 years, the 
Council reviews and renews the plan to ensure that it continues to reflect the community’s current and 
future needs and priorities. The plan includes its: 

• 10-year Community Vision 
• Council Plan 
• Municipal Public Health and Wellbeing Plan. 

The Community Plan informs everything Council does, including its annual budgets, strategies, policies and 
actions. 
 
Community consultation is by way of a short survey with some scope for detailed comment where you 
might care to include some feedback regarding protection of the municipality’s heritage.  
The survey closes at 5pm, Friday 16 August. 
See more and have your say visit: https://yoursay.boroondara.vic.gov.au/community-plan-2025 

 
21 https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/224846793?searchTerm=sister%20faith 

 

https://collingwoodhs.org.au/view/collingwood-notables/entry/906/?letter=i
https://collingwoodhs.org.au/view/collingwood-notables/entry/906/?letter=i
https://yoursay.boroondara.vic.gov.au/community-plan-2025
https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/224846793?searchTerm=sister%20faith
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August is Family History Month – do you know about the Ryerson Index? 
For the family historian there are wonderful resources available for nineteenth century family history 
through state births, deaths and marriages registers, electoral rolls and newspapers on the Trove website, 
and programs such as Ancestry.com and Findmypast, but it’s much harder to find information on people 
who lived in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries due to privacy laws restricting access to more recent 
birth, death and marriage registers.  

 
Here is where the Ryerson Index may assist. Named after Joyce Ryerson, the index is a free online index to 
death, funeral, probate and obituary notices appearing in newspapers throughout Australia. Joyce Ryerson 
died in 2012 at the age of 95 and inadvertently created the basis for the index when she started compiling 
death, funeral and obituary notices from the Sydney Morning Herald with the aim of developing a register 
of former pupils of her old school. These she kept in her laundry and after 14 years she mentioned the 
collection to a fellow member of the Dead Persons Society 22, Convenor John Graham. It took a team of 
volunteers three years to compile her clippings into an index. Additional records from other newspapers 
were added, and by 2005, there were one million entries. 
  
The value of the Ryerson Index is that it keeps growing. It is maintained due to the dedication of an 
increasing number of family history volunteers. The Sydney Morning Herald has been indexed back to its 
beginning in 1831 and other newspapers throughout Australia are similarly covered, but the emphasis is on 
contemporary notices. Today it contains 9,395,872 notices from 482 different Australian newspapers, 
publisher websites and funeral director websites, with the next update due on 11 August. It is not a 
primary source – you will not find the actual notice; what you will find is a list of where a name appears 
and this will help you locate the original published sources. And it works – I tested it on a number of names 
from my family and for our esteemed late member Arthur Tonkin. 
 

 
 
See https://www.ryersonindex.org/ 
 
 

 

 
22 See - https://sites.rootsweb.com/~nswsdps/dps/ 

https://www.ryersonindex.org/
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Forthcoming events 
Don’t forget our fundraiser – 
Sunday 8 September, 1.30-4pm 
 
Thanks to donations from many people, we 
have a wonderful selection of books in almost 
every genre one could think of. There are 
collections of books dealing with militiary 
history, local history, British and Australian 
history, European history, travel, biography, 
gardening, cooking, art and collectibles, music 
and Hollywood, and of course many novels. 
 
Donations are still coming in, but space for 
storage is now limited. If you have items to 
donate, please hang on to them until the end 
of August. 
 
Donations are being sorted as they come in 
but we will need help on Friday 6th and 
Saturday 7th as well as Sunday 8th. 
 
Please contact Sue by email if you can assist on 
any of these dates. 
 
 
 
 
 

Whitehorse Heritage Week Box Hill Cemetery tour: ‘On stage – beyond the 
footlights’, Sunday 22 September 2pm to 4pm. 

 
Sir George Tallis’ name is remembered, but what about his 
wife, Amelia Young? Everyone knows about Dame Nellie 
Melba, but what about Amy Castles?  
Singers, writers, producers – did they enjoy life in the 
limelight or prefer a quiet life?  
Why did some fade from public memory?  
Join guides from the Box Hill and Surrey Hills Historical 
Societies as they explore the lives of some of the characters 
who helped make Melbourne the cultural capital of Australia! 
 
Meet at the Cemetery office 10 minutes prior to departure. 
 
Cost: $15.00 
Bookings essential, https://www.trybooking.com/CTNBK  
 
Photo: Sir George Tallis, c1928 by Lafayette, NLA Collection 
Out of copyright. 

 

 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.trybooking.com/CTNBK__;!!M3P2Ca3Qotsy!ZPMnjQrhkJBWVoulNMvUW5lS84X63J5xDE9UoMm527iAMYFdYN_Lcv1CorcZhJTm71yi6PRFvqVknac_kUfs6N0qhs6B1Gb-bjLtvnbp$
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Balwyn Historical Society’s very own ‘Antique Roadshow’ style event - Thursday 
24 October at 1pm! 
 
You are invited to join this special event, 
hosted by well-known antiques collector and 
former President of the Victorian Antique 
Dealers Guild, Ian Armstrong OAM JP.  
 
Be welcomed with lovely live classical music, 
enjoy the show as Ian speaks on his interest 
in antiques and gives context, story and 
value to items brought in, followed by 
afternoon tea. 
 
NOTE: Registration of items is essential and 
closes on 10th October at 5pm. 
Item check-in on the day is 11:30am -
12:45pm 
Where: Balwyn Evergreen Centre, 45 Talbot 
Ave, Balwyn 
Queries – please contact: Matthew Etty-Leal 
on 0438 079 475 or email 
ettyleal@bigpond.net.au 
 
Entry is ticketed and free, items for valuation 
must be pre-registered. We ask for a $10 
donation per item for the Balwyn Historical 
Society payable on the day. You may register 
multiple items but there may only be time 
for one to be in the show. 
 
Bookings - Visit 
BalwynShow.eventbrite.com.au 
 
 
 
 

mailto:ettyleal@bigpond.net.au

