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Meetings of the Surrey Hills Historical Society 
are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
(February to November) at 8pm. 
 

Venue: The Maling Heritage Centre,  
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury, 3126 
Supper follows the presentation. 
Visitors welcome - $5.00 donation. 
 

Members of the Society are committed to 
documenting the history of the area of Mont 
Albert and Surrey Hills.  
 

In November 2022, the local history collection 
was formally handed over to the Surrey Hills 
Historical Society by the Board of Management of 
the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre. After a 
period in storage, the collection was moved to 
the Maling Heritage Centre adjacent to the 
Canterbury Gardens. This facility is shared by 
SHHS and the Canterbury History Group.  
 

We welcome visitors on Mondays, 10am-3pm or 
by appointment. 
 

Website: 
https://surreyhillshistoricalsociety.org.au/ 
 

Items and stories from the collection appear on: 
Surrey Hills History Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/Surrey-Hills-
History-887879524593056/ and  
Victorian Collections 
https://victoriancollections.net.au 
 

Surrey Hills Historical Society committee: 
President: Sue Barnett 
Vice-President: Euan Walmsley 
Treasurer: Alison Dews 
General committee: Jane Addis, Malcolm Barnett, 
Max Beaton, Yvonne Bowyer, Phillip Dews, and 
Stephen Gillespie. 
Archivist & Newsletter editor: Sue Barnett 
 

Address for postage: The Maling Heritage Centre 
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury 3126. 
 

Printing of this newsletter: Courtesy of Jess 
Wilson MP, State Member for Kew.  
12 Parkhill Road, Kew, 3101 9853 2999 
Jess.Wilson.MP@parliament.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 

 
 
Tuesday 17 June at 8pm: Graeme Davison AO 
FAHA FASSA FFAHS FRHSV, Emeritus Sir John 
Monash Distinguished Professor - “Melbourne 
from the air” 
We are fortunate to have had a number of presentations 
from Graeme Davison, who is also a member of our Society. 
This talk has been adapted from the Weston Bate Oration he 
recently delivered at the RHSV’s AGM.        

 
 

   
Aerial images of our neighbourhood from the mid-20th century 

Above: SLV collection, Accession No : H2010.91/274 taken on 15 October 1950 by Airspy, a 
commercial company. 

Below: From the Al Astra series of aerial photographs taken for the Victorian government. 
From the balloon to the drone, and from the Exhibition 
Building viewing platform to Skydeck, Melburnians 
have loved to see their city from the sky. They were 
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fascinated by the exploits of hot-air balloonists like the accident-prone Henry L’Estrange. When they could 
not actually fly above the city, artists like Albert Cooke reconstructed it from the ground in the black and 
white ‘bird’s eye views’ published in popular newspapers. In the twentieth century aerial photographers 
like Airspy’s Charles Pratt shot the city and suburbs in fine detail, producing the most comprehensive 
photographic record of the city’s changing topography. In this talk, Graeme Davison reviews the aerial 
history of Melbourne and asks: Why does the view of the city from the air so enchant us? And what is the 
value of Melbourne’s rich archive of aerial views to the social and local historian? 
 

Tuesday 15 July at 8pm: Dr Gary Presland – “A brief history of Kooyong Koot’’ 
 Dr Gary Presland is also well-known to many of our members. He is an 
archaeologist, historian and writer, with particular interests in both pre-
contact Aboriginal history and the natural history in the Melbourne area. He is 
the author of several published books on Aboriginal history, including First 
people: the Eastern Kulin of Melbourne, Port Phillip and central Victoria (2010). 
His study of the natural landscapes of Melbourne won the Publication 
category in the 2009 Victorian Community History Award. Gary is a Fellow of 
the Royal Historical Society of Victoria and an Honorary Associate of Museums 
Victoria.  
 
In this presentation, Gary will focus on Gardiners Creek, aka Kooyong Koot, 
which represents the prime example in Melbourne of all the various ways in 
which an urban stream can be treated. He will contrast the uses to which the 

stream has been put by Europeans since 1835, with the ways it was considered and used in the Indigenous 
world of the Kulin. 
 

Old Treasury tour and exhibition – new proposed date Wednesday 25 June 
Previously flagged, the revised date is Wednesday 25 June. The cost is $12.00 for a guided tour of about an 
hour followed by time to explore one or more of the 6 exhibitions on currently. Contact Sue if you are 
interested in joining the SHHS party. 
 See https://www.oldtreasurybuilding.org.au/whats-on/exhibitions/ for information about the exhibitions. 
 

Welcome to our new committee members 
At our AGM in April, Phillip Dews was formally elected to the committee, having been previously 
co-opted in late 2024. We also welcomed Jane Addis and Stephen Gillespie as new committee members. 
For those of our members who do not know them, here are a few details about them. 
 
 
Jane Addis – Jane’s name and face will be familiar to our 
Boroondara members. She was the Maling Ward councillor for 
twelve years and served two terms as the Mayor of Boroondara. 
Jane has lived in Maling Ward with her partner John and their 
Great Dane dogs for nearly fifty years. A love for old houses and 
an interest in their preservation has been an abiding interest, as 
has collecting old furniture and fittings for the house. She has also 
been an active member of the Maling Precinct Protection Group, 
which supports the protection of heritage. Jane welcomes the 
opportunity to continue her community involvement, and to 
celebrate our area's heritage, through involvement with the 
Surrey Hills Historical Society. 
 

https://www.oldtreasurybuilding.org.au/whats-on/exhibitions/
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 Phillip Dews – When Phillip was co-opted 
onto the committee late last year, he took on 
the role of Warden. His working life was as an 
Industrial Chemist, come Management 
Systems Auditor, with strong environmental 
links. He has been retired for 3 years and now 
spends most of his time in the garden or with 
his dogs. He has long been interested in the 
history of where he lives, has written a history 
of his street (published in one of our 
newsletters), and has traced the development 
of his house block back to the first title 
issued.  He has carried out a small amount of 
family tracking, with his main interest being in 
the background of his family name. As an 
occasional volunteer working with the 
collection, he has undertaken a detailed 
inventory of our map collection. 

 
 
 
 
Stephen Gillespie worked in the University sector for over 35 years, 
and amongst many responsibilities was involved in leading many 
extensive IT and digitization projects. He is currently working on four 
projects: editing four books written by his father; completing articles 
about various family ancestors; digitizing and cataloguing family 
photographs and objects from the 1880’s onwards and conducting 
some family history research. Branches of the family have had a long 
association with Surrey Hills, Canterbury, Kew and Mont Albert. We 
look forward to Stephen reviewing our photographic digitization 
protocols. 
 

 
 

Reports on recent events: 
SHHS Out and About Excursions: ‘Dome to Catacombs’  
Sadly, our booked tour was cancelled, but on Friday 30 May, thanks to Graham O’Rourke, two members 
were able to go on what was the last tour for the time being. Keep your eye open for a similar tour which 
will be on offer in the future.  

 
Open Day – Saturday 17 May 
It was a lot of work for 3 hours and disappointing in terms of visitor numbers. On the positive side, our 
street signage was finally erected in time for the day! This will make it much easier for people to find us! 
 

We provided displays of businesses and houses and a general display focusing on the sorts of items we 
collect, but the great drawcard of the day was undoubtedly the screening of the Norman Carter films 
dating from 1939 through to the early 1950’s. These have been screened at previous Society general 
meetings, but recently, film historian Chris Long has enlivened these clips with historic stills, contemporary 
footage, maps and commentary. The original material includes footage of air raid warden drills, trench 
construction during the Second World War; visits to Wattle Park and the Greythorn Wildlife Sanctuary; Box 
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Hill Technical School; Mangara Road Girls’ Secondary School and the opening of Camberwell High, as well 
as family doings around the Carter family’s Everton Road home. 
 

With the aid of internet search engines, we were able to trace a granddaughter of Norman Carter and 
members of the extended Norman family attended Open Day. This included one of Norman’s daughters 
who featured in some of the footage as a young girl. This, in itself, was exciting, but since then the original 
footage has been located and Norman’s two daughters have agreed to be interviewed to provide their 
recollections. With Box Hill Historical Society having Norman Carter footage that we don’t have, and the 
possibility of previously unseen footage amongst the original spools, the final compilation promises to be a 
wonderful addition to our collection. 
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‘Street where you live’ project celebration – Friday 6 June 
Inspired by the ‘Memories of your street’ project undertaken by the Mosman Library in Sydney, our project 
was undertaken with more modest aims and without external funding. It was a community-based project, 
which aimed to photograph every building in 3127 and with the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre 
meeting the photocopying and stationary costs. 
 

We did not quite achieve complete photographic coverage of the built form of all of 3127, but in the first 
phase of the project, all or part of 88 streets in Mont Albert and Surrey Hills were captured with the result 
that thousands of photos were taken over the course of 2013-2014. In the second phase, over the last 10 
years, all the photos have been edited for consistency and where multiple shots were taken, the best have 
been selected for upload to Victorian Collections, where there are now 4399 ‘Street where you live’ 
records with at least one photo per record attached. This mammoth task was completed thanks to the 
dedication of volunteer Irene Poon. 
 

Our thanks go to all the 49 volunteers who acted as photographers, ‘scribes’ and administrators, in 
addition to the support of the of Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre managers, Kathryn McEvoy and Shima 
Ibuki, and office staff – Louise Bielinski, Leslie Flynn and Liz Reddy. 
 

VOLUNTEERS: Alison Adams, Sue Barnett, Raewyn & Peter Axup, Anne & Ian Bell, Lynne Bennett, Anne 
Bevans, John Cook, Jo De Carteret, Phillip Derham, Chris Du Ve, Kerry Free, Kerry & Brett Fowler, Cecilia 
Gautier, Lynette  Giddings, Carol Hando, Peter Hardman, Colin Hassall, Mark Haywood, Susan Johns, Leon 
& Yvonne Keramaris, Julie Kohry, David Lindsey, Michelle Livingstone, Ken Maher, Graham O’Rourke, John 
Plaxton, Gordon Prest, Irene Poon, Barb Potter, Alan & Gail Reynolds, Ruthie & Wally Scharley, Sue Slonek, 
Lisa & Stephen Smith, Esther Stump, Karen Walmsley, Dee Walsh, Emily Wan, Jenny Watts, Cliff Williams, 
David Wilms, David & Bronwyn Zrna. 
 

Every volunteer has contributed to an important snapshot of Surrey Hills’ and Mont Albert’s built heritage 
having been recorded for posterity. Attempts were made to contact all those involved. Sadly, in the interim 
since the photographers completed their part of the project, many have moved or changed email 
addresses and could not be contacted, and sadly a number have died. We acknowledge the passing of: 
Sue Slonek, then Secretary of the Surrey Hills Historical Society 
Peter Hardman, then a member of the SHNC Board of Management 
Esther Stump, a longtime resident of Surrey Hills and dedicated member of the RHSV 
John Cook, a professional photographer and leader of the U3A Hawthorn photography group. 
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On the night - Left to right: Gordon Prest, Susan Johns, Wally Scharley, Carol Hando, Alan Reynolds, Irene Poon, Sue Barnett, 

Shima Ibuki, Michelle Livingstone, Lisa Smith, Lynette Giddings, Ruthie Scharley, Kathryn McEvoy. 
Kathryn McEvoy and Shima Ibuki were Managers at SHNC during the course of the project; without their initial and ongoing 

support the project would not have been feasible. 
 

Over a decade there have been many changes in the built heritage of our neighbourhood and already the 
significance of this body of work is evident. The series photographically documents changes many of us 
have observed – for example, in architectural history with the conversion of Californian bungalows, of 
which there are many in Surrey Hills, reflecting that much of the area to the north of Mont Albert Road was 
not developed until after the Second World War. Here, two properties in Grace Street – No 11 reflecting 
the typical single-storey bungalow and No 15 with a second-storey to accommodate the aspirations of 
families of the 21st century. 
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The photos also document the passage of change in taste – not universally admired, with built heritage of 
the early 20th century making way for a different ‘need’ and aesthetic. There have been massive changes in 
the size and footprint of many of the replacement homes. Huge houses many with little or no eaves; some 
more recent ones with large basements and petticoat gardens with a uniformity of plant species and no 
room for trees of any sizeable canopy. A significant change in an area known and prized for its gardens and 
greenery. 
 

 
 

In some photos, evidence of past occupancy can be detected. The above right photo at 1 Kennealy Street 
includes a remnant Canary Palm in a complex of four 2-storey town houses called ‘Palm Court’, which 
straddle what was Numbers 1 & 3. The original homes were demolished in 1989. A similar palm at No 20 
suggests these could either be remnant from the occupancy of John Kennealy and family, who from c1891 
had a large property, including a dairy. It fronted Canterbury Road and was subdivided in c1912, 
establishing Kennealy Street. Alternately, and more likely, they may have been planted by the first 
residents following sub-division. John Walter Clutterbuck, a carpenter, was the first resident as No 1 and 
Walter Woolhouse, a sawmiller, was the first at No 3. 
 

The Canary Island Palm (Phoenix canariensis) was an especially popular specimen plant in Melbourne in the 
1920s. They adapted well to Melbourne's soils and climate and although generally thought to be a slow 
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growing plant, at c1 foot per year, they are incredibly adaptable, and their rate of growth will reflect the 
amount of water available. 

 
 
 
The original shelter shed and lunchroom at 
Chatham Primary, built by Mr Albert Harbert, 
is featured in the centre of this photo and is 
flanked by more recent extensions to the 
school. Converted and used as a music room 
in the 1990s, the shelter shed has since been 
demolished. 
 
 
 

 

Also included are properties that were omitted from protection under the Surrey Hills Heritage Study and 
have recently been recognized as significant. There are others that may be picked up in a Surrey Hills Gap 
Study flagged in the Draft Boroondara Heritage Strategy Plan, adopted by Council on Monday 2 June for 
public consultation and comment in the near future. 
 

  
Left: No 4 Windsor Crescent – purpose-built as a doctor’s home / surgery for Dr Navroji Gandevia 

Right: 25 Weybridge Street – built by John Butler Maling (snr) with bricks from a clay pit on his property of 16 acres located 
between Whitehorse Road and Weybridge Street. 

 

One property with a special history is the former St 
Joseph’s Boys, later St Andrew’s School, then Youth 
with a Mission, in Kent Road. It was listed for sale about 
five years ago but is still on the market. 
 

This site was identified for heritage protection in a 
report by Lovell Chen P/L in February 2014. This was 
revised in April 2016 by Context P/L for the City of 
Boroondara as part of the Surrey Hills & Canterbury Hill 
Heritage Study. The Lovell Chen study had 
recommended that only the southern part of the site be 
included for heritage protection, this being the area occupied by the more historic buildings. The later 
report, adopted into the Boroondara Planning Scheme, extended protection to the whole site. More of the 
property’s history can be read on the Surrey Hills and Mont Albert Progress Association website. 
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The heritage report for 1 Kent Road can be read in full on pages 140-151 of 
https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2018-07/surrey-hills-and-canterbury-hill-estate-
heritage-study.pdf  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For all the thousands of photos taken of individual properties, these don’t tell the whole story. 
Streetscapes were also taken. This one of Redvers Street captures an intimacy of some of the streets of 
3127 that no doubt contributes to the special sense of connectedness and community for which this area is 
still known, and which is a special part of its history. Both Redvers and Kennealy Streets have heritage 
protection – see https://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/index.php/places/202214/download-report 

 
Elizabeth Meredith – Reflections on life and community in 3127 

 

You may well recognise Elizabeth Meredith’s name from her letters to 
the editor in The Age. Her reflections on contemporary politics and 
issues of the day are often in print.  
 

Elizabeth is a stalwart of our community. She is a long-term resident of 
Surrey Hills and has a long history of volunteering, over 60 years in fact. 
This continues to this day, despite Elizabeth now being in her nineties. 
She is widely acknowledged for the quiet, respectful, but forceful, way in 
which she approaches advocacy for the causes she champions. How did 
these characteristics develop in the young girl, who grew up in East St 
Kilda, where she attended a small local school until she went to 
Melbourne Church of England Girls’ Grammar (Merton Hall) in Year 10. 
Elizabeth shared aspects of her life with Sue Barnett and Yvonne 
Bowyer. 1 

 
1 Yvonne is a member of the SHHS committee and Secretary of the Surrey Hills & Mont Albert Progress Association. She worked 
with Elizabeth during the LXRA project, particularly on the issue of accessibility to the proposed station; she formally interviewed 
Elizabeth prior to SHHS’s International Women’s Day Afternoon Tea. Sue Barnett has known Elizabeth for many years and 
formally interviewed her on 24 April 2025. 

https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2018-07/surrey-hills-and-canterbury-hill-estate-heritage-study.pdf
https://www.boroondara.vic.gov.au/sites/default/files/2018-07/surrey-hills-and-canterbury-hill-estate-heritage-study.pdf
https://vhd.heritagecouncil.vic.gov.au/index.php/places/202214/download-report
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Elizabeth’s parents were Luigi (Leo) Leone, an Australian-born musician of Italian descent, whom Elizabeth 
described as being the more conservative of her parents. She had a younger brother Ian, who became a 
grazier.  
 

Music was in the genes of the Leone family. Luigi was primarily a flautist, but everyone in his family played 
instruments and the family home in Carlton was called ‘Casa Musica’. Elizabeth’s grandfather, Antonio, was 
at one time, a harpist with the New York Symphony under Arturo Toscanini and as a young man, her father 
Luigi played with the J C Williamson’s orchestra, including as a soloist for Nellie Melba. So, it’s not 
surprising that Elizabeth loves opera, ballet and classical music, although she says musicality has skipped 
her and reappears in the next generation of her family. 
 

Elizabeth described her mother Eleanor Walton Donne as something of a “flapper”. It was she who was 
keen for her daughter to go to university. Aware of the emerging reputation of Melbourne Church of 
England Girls’ Grammar School (MCEGGS) under headmistress Dorothy Jean Ross, she decided upon the 
school for Elizabeth’s later secondary education. 
 

Apart from her parents, MCEGGS played a formative role in Elizabeth’s life. Dorothy Ross had been 
appointed in 1939. She made sweeping changes at the school, whose teaching style she regarded as dated. 
She was a charismatic figure, but not everyone agreed with her approach. She brought in new staff and 
gradually developed the notion of a ‘democratic school’. 
 

It was into this environment that Elizabeth was enrolled in 1945. During the Second World War, for about 
two years, the MCEGGS students had been evacuated to Doncaster and Marysville, where they 
experienced an education with greater freedoms. With the war ended, the students returned to South 
Yarra. They were tightly knit group into which came two ‘newbies’ – Elizabeth and one Mollie Holman, a 
boarder from Tasmania, whose medical father was also drawn to the educational approach of Dorothy 
Ross and wanted Mollie to study science. Elizabeth and Mollie became life-long friends. Both were involved 
with the elected school advisory council (SSRC), which included staff members and students; had individual 
timetables with an emphasis on a non-competitive games and a similar approach to the curriculum. Both 
Elizabeth and Mollie have acknowledged that Dorothy Ross had a profound influence on their lives. 

 

The school achieved excellent results and by the 
end of matriculation Elizabeth and Mollie were 
headed for university education, thinking about, 
but unsure of, taking a medical degree. They 
kept their options open and enrolled for 1st year 
medicine, with maths as well, and headed for 
the medical school located in Mildura in an old 
RAAF base.  
 

This was the last year the course was based at 
Mildura and at the end of it, they returned to 
Melbourne with Elizabeth ultimately deciding 
on science rather than medicine. On completion 
of their degrees, they travelled together 
through Europe in 1955/1956. Mollie went on 
to Oxford, ultimately becoming a renowned 
physiologist, and Elizabeth became a 
microbiology researcher at the Westminster 
Hospital. 
 

 
 

Above: Rosemary Thomas, Elizabeth Leone, Mollie Holman 
pictured during their First year Medicine/Science at University of 
Melbourne post-war campus at Mildura. 
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Elizabeth returned to Melbourne towards the end of 1956 and the following year married her first 
husband, John Clements. When his work took them to Toronto, Elizabeth found work managing the 
microbiology department of Wellesley Hospital, a specialist wing of the Toronto General Hospital. It was 
work that she loved.  
 

The first of Elizabeth and John’s four children was 
born in Toronto before they returned to Melbourne 
in 1959. They moved to Harding Street, Surrey Hills 
about a year later to a property with a c1900 house 
on it. Inspired by architect Neil Clerehan’s weekly 
columns in The Age 2, and with the advice of Doug 
Alexander 3  they built a home which has remained 
flexible for over 60 years, and which captures 
elevated views towards the city. 

 
After a period of being a home-maker, in 1973 Elizabeth returned to study and completed her Dip. Ed. 
Monash. Philosophically, she would have liked to teach in the public system, but practical family 
considerations and the proximity of Kingswood College resulted in her taking a position there. She was a 
member of the School Council and on the broader educational stage, a member of the Biology Curriculum 
Committee, the Janet Clark Hall Alumni and the Monash University Medical Selection Committee. After 15 
years at Kingswood, she retired from teaching in 1987. 

 
 

In 1983 Elizabeth had married for a second time. She was 
supported by Bill Meredith in her community work and, 
when MS touched their family, Bill became a volunteer 
involved in helping patients. When Bill died, donations to 
the MS Society (now MS Plus) were encouraged.  This was 
the beginning of an annual ‘Go for Gold Scholarship’ in Bill’s 
name and since he was a lover of opera and music, the 
family decided the scholarship should go to a musician with 
MS who needed funds to achieve their dream. 
 

It was after her retirement that Elizabeth became focused 
on local advocacy work. It would be difficult to mention all 
the issues with which she has been involved, however it 
began in 1965 when she and others fought for the creation 
of open space in Harding Street. Now known as Bluebell Hill 
Reserve, the site was a former quarry and for many years 
was unkempt. Thanks to the ongoing work of Elizabeth and 
others, today it is a much-loved park with a playground, 
grassed area, lookout with views of the city, and a variety 
of fauna and flora. Elizabeth remains on the committee and 
continues to assist at working bees. 
 

 
2 https://www.architectureanddesign.com.au/editorial/people/vale-neil-clerehan 
3 Douglas Alexandra (6 February 1922 – 19 February 2000) was an Australian architect, whose works were an important 
contribution to modernist architecture in Melbourne, Australia. 

Right: ‘Corona’ in Harding Street, built by James 
McLean, c1900. 

https://www.architectureanddesign.com.au/editorial/people/vale-neil-clerehan
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West of Elgar Residents Association (WERA) has been the organisation at the heart of many of the 
community campaigns in which Elizabeth has been active. She was a founding committee member when it 
was formed in 1995. Its advocacy on behalf of concerned residents has focused on inappropriate 
development and Elizabeth’s involvement continued as a committee member until the group folded in 
2016. 
 

One of WERA’s significant battles, strongly supported by and involving Elizabeth, was the fight to save St 
Georges Church on the corner of Mont Albert and St Georges Roads. 4 Local parishioners approached 
WERA to help them save the church. At the time, it had no heritage protection and was ear-marked for 
demolition, to be replaced by 6 units. A petition with over 300 signatures and an application to Heritage 
Victoria and the National Trust of Victoria succeeded in having an overlay placed on the building to ensure 
its integrity was maintained.  
 

Elizabeth’s work with WERA involved writing 
submissions, meeting with Councillors and MPs, 
collaborating with other groups such as the 
Surrey Hills and Box Hill Historical Societies, and 
appearances at VCAT. She worked alongside 
other dedicated people including Nigel Watson 
and Geoff White, WERA Presidents, and Judy 
Sharples, WERA Secretary. 5 Elizabeth also 
acknowledges the important support at Council 
level of Crs Ellis, Harris and Davenport and CEO, 
Noelene Duff and reflects that the only time that 
WERA was at ‘odds’ with Council was when the 
Council decided to heritage-list the Telstra Tower 
in Canterbury Road. 6 
 

One of Elizabeth’s most important and long-standing campaigns was the work she and others did 
advocating for the protection of the Gardiner’s Creek parklands in the face of the Deakin University’s 
expansion plans. A bit of a ‘David and Goliath’ campaign. Today, this parkland is extremely well used by 
walkers, runners and cyclists and provides enormous benefits for the environment and the health and well-
being of the community.  
 

A love of nature and a strong belief in the fundamental importance of open space in a city can be traced 
back to Elizabeth’s childhood. She recalled that some of her happiest times were exploring beaches and 
rock pools, and walking on Mt Buffalo, with its snow gums, boulders and distant views. Living in London 
basements provided the contrast needed to really appreciate the need for green open space.  
 

Elizabeth was directly involved in the formation of the Combined Residents of Whitehorse Action Group 
(CROWAG) which advocates to all tiers of government for appropriate and sustainable development within 
the municipality of Whitehorse and she remains actively involved in the group’s many campaigns.  
 

Elizabeth is also a well-respected member of the Surrey Hills and Mont Albert Progress Association 
(SHMAPA), which has similar aims to CROWAG, but straddles both Whitehorse and Boroondara. During the 
planning phase of the now-opened Union Station, Elizabeth advocated one particular group – those with 
accessibility issues. She chaired meetings in her home, met with her local MP and highlighted issues in the 
media. Elizabeth co-authored two submissions on behalf of SHMAPA, the 2020 Parliamentary Inquiry into 
Environmental Infrastructure for Growing Populations, and the 2022 Whitehorse Open Space Strategy.  
 

 
4 1998-2000 
5 An account of these times written by Elizabeth is part of our collection. 
6 The SHHS collection includes a large number of WERA’s newsletters. 

Telstra tower - SHP1521 
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However, for all her involvement and advocacy, for Elizabeth, when it comes down to the nub of the issue, 
apart from the aesthetic and environment issues, her concern is human. “There is really nothing in those 
Box Hill high rise buildings for children … No outside child areas or childcare; no primary or new high 
schools, and no green park or playground.” 
 

Elizabeth is a wonderful role model. She has justly been recognised by the City of Whitehorse for 
community awards in 2012 and again in 2024, when she used this award as an opportunity to promote 
volunteering. She continues to advocate for community good - currently her focus is on remediation of the 
former Brickworks site in Box Hill to create open space akin to the Darebin Parklands. 7 
 

 

Surrey Hills Family History Support Group 
This new initiative started on 23 April and we have had three sessions with four family history devotees 
attend. This is a very personal one-to-one session where interested Society members or members of the 
community can be assisted with genealogical research or be provided with practical advice on how to care 
for family photos, treasures and memorabilia. From time to time, we aim to have guest presenters, 
including people who have successfully published their research, either as photo books for family members 
or as more formal histories. 
When: 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month, 2-4pm. 
Where: The Maling Heritage Centre, 190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury. 
Cost: $5.00 per session, includes light refreshments. 
Email us at shhistory3127@gmail.com for enquiries or to express your interest. 
 

Box Hill Cemetery tour: ‘Scottish roots’ – Sunday 22 June, 2-4pm 
 

According to the 2021 Australian census, 
130,060 Australian residents were born in 
Scotland, but a staggering 2,176,777 
claimed Scottish ancestry, some in 
combination with another ancestry. 
 

The first wave of Scottish immigrants  
Arrived with the First Fleet in 1788, but in  
the late 18th century the majority were  
'free settler' Lowlanders from prominent  
wealthy, educated families, many drawn to  
Australia by the prospects of trade. In the  
mid-19th century, the combination of the  
Highland Potato Famine, Highland  

Clearances, Lowland Clearances and the Australian Gold Rush contributed to huge waves of Scottish migration.  
In the 1850s alone 90,000 Scots immigrated! 
 

Conducted by members of the Box Hill and Surrey Hills Historical Societies, this tour will visit the resting 
places of individuals who were born in Scotland or claimed Scottish heritage. Some of those acknowledged  
on the tour are James Blakie, John Davison, John Christie, Thomas Hogg, Rev Samuel McLaren and Jane 
Sutherland. 
 

The tour is limited to 20 participants and bookings are essential. Book through: 
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1400549 or contact Sue Barnett on 0417 368990. 
  

 
7 Both Dorothy Ross and Mollie Holman were also residents of 3127. 
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Trivia Night – Friday 27 June, 8pm 
There’s still time to book tickets for our major fundraiser for 2025 when Graham O’Rourke will again be the 
quiz master. 
Venue: The Chandler Room at the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre  
Tickets cost $20.00 per person and can be booked now through: 
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1377375 

Book as a single or couple or form a table of 8 or 10 people. Bring your own snacks, but drinks (beer, wine 
and soft drinks) will be available for purchase from the bar. Your ticket includes tea or coffee and a tasty 
slice. Any queries, email us at shhistory3127@gmail.com 
 

Of course, there will be a raffle!  Contact us if you can donate any appropriate goods or vouchers.  
A couple of teasers – to get your thinking cap on! 
What am I? The British have us. Phidias made us. The Greeks want us back. 
What am I? If you come here, you’re probably in big trouble, whether you’re a peasant, king or noble. The 
only real way out is down or your head’s going to roll on the ground! 
 

A recent donation to the collection 
This badge donated by Lance Morton adds to our collection of First World War ephemera. Although it was 
found amongst Lance’s mother’s possessions, it probably belonged to his grandmother, Helen nee Heggie, 
or her sister who lived at 59 Croydon Road during the war, a short walk from the Canterbury Gardens. 
 

   
 

There are badges in collections around Australia which were associated with First World War fundraising 
efforts, many produced by the Red Cross.  Lady Helen Munro Ferguson, the wife of the Governor-General 
helped to form a federated branch of the British Red Cross. This was launched on 13 August 1914, within 
days of the declaration of war. Other badges were produced by the Australian Comforts Fund (ACF), 
formed on 31 August 1916. Largely through the efforts of women, it undertook to provide 'comforts' to all 
Australians abroad. These included tobacco, cakes, puddings, condensed milk, sugar, biscuits and 
newspapers - luxury items which supplemented army rations. Locally, Mrs Sarah Steele was President of 
the Patriotic League. It was she who persuaded John Kendrick Blogg to carve the Honour Roll for The 
Shrine in the Surrey Gardens. Her notebook of local fundraising efforts is another piece of First World War 
ephemera in our collection. 
 

See Museum Victoria’s website for photos of many fundraiser badges 
https://collections.museumsvictoria.com.au/search?query=fundraising+badges+from+ww1 and Museums 
of History NSW’s website for an excellent article on patriotic fundraising 
https://mhnsw.au/stories/ww1/patriotic-fundraising/   
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