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Meetings of the Surrey Hills Historical Society 
are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
(February to November) at 8pm. 
 

Venue: The Heritage Centre, 190A Canterbury 
Road, Canterbury, 3126 
Supper follows the presentation. 
Visitors welcome - $5.00 donation. 
 
Members of the Society are committed to 
documenting the history of the area of Mont 
Albert and Surrey Hills.  
 
In November 2022, the local history collection 
was formally handed over to the Surrey Hills 
Historical Society by the Board of Management of 
the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre. After a 
period in storage, the collection has now been 
moved to the new Heritage Centre in the 
Canterbury Gardens. This facility is shared by 
SHHS and the Canterbury History Group.  
 
Volunteers are continuing to work on unpacking 
and arranging the collection. We welcome visitors 
on Mondays, 10am-3pm or by appointment. 
 

Website: 
https://surreyhillshistoricalsociety.org.au/ 
 
Items and stories from the collection appear on 
the Surrey Hills History Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/Surrey-Hills-History-
887879524593056/ and on Victorian Collections 
at https://victoriancollections.net.au 
 

Surrey Hills Historical Society committee: 
President: Sue Barnett 

Vice-President: Euan Walmsley 
Secretary: Max Beaton 
Treasurer: Alison Dews 

General committee: Yvonne Bowyer 
Archivist & Newsletter editor: Sue Barnett 

 
Address for postage: The Heritage Centre 
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury 3126. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Tuesday 18 June at 8pm: Mary Sheehan - The 
Untold Stories of the Spanish Influenza 
Pandemic in Melbourne 
This talk by Mary Sheehan will uncover the community 
impact that shaped Melbourne during the tumultuous time 
of the Spanish Influenza pandemic. It will disclose the 

experiences of 
individuals whose 
stories have too 
often been 
overlooked in the 
annals of history, 
and will bring to 
light the resilience 
and struggles of 
those who lived 
through one of the 
deadliest pandemics 
in human history. 

Mary Sheehan is a doctoral candidate at the University of 
Melbourne. Her research focus is the social impact of the 
1919 Spanish influenza pandemic in Melbourne. 
 
The image above is from the cover of a pamphlet by Wade Oliver 
published c.1919 called ‘Spanish Influenza: All About It’, held by the 
State library of Victoria. 

 
Tuesday 16 July at 8pm: Sue Barnett & 
members - Post cards, letters and other 
correspondence – Aids to family history or 
something more? 
We have been loaned a family collection of postcards, which 
in part records the connections of the Pye and Noar families 
of Surrey Hills with the Pye family of Boggy (Badger) Creek, 
near Healesville. They offer an opportunity to examine how 
postcards were used as a means of everyday communication 
before telephones were available to the average household. 
They also contain an almost complete set of the early 
postcards published depicting Surrey Hills. Sue will give an 
overview of the connection between the families and invites 
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members to talk about personally significant items of correspondence that provide insights into their 
family history or more. 
 

 
Christmas post card to Rosalie Pye of Boggy Creek from her aunt and maternal grandparents in Surrey Hills. 

 

Remembering Surrey Hills - A safe place to grow up by Rhonda Newberry with 
Sue Barnett 
Surrey Hills Historical Society member Rhonda Newberry (nee Maguire) was born in 1941 at the Kinross 
Nursing Home in Broughton Road. It had opened in 1938 and later became the Surrey Hills and Mont 
Albert Private Hospital. Nearby Shepherd Street was central to Rhonda’s life from the time she was born 
until she married and moved away.  

 
Rhonda – Left: c1945, posssibly in the grounds of Kinross Nursing Home, Broughton Road; 

Centre: in the backyard of 26 Shepherd Street; Right: c1965. 
 

Rhonda’s mother Caroline Kinder grew up in Shepherd Street. Her parents, Albert (Bert) Victor Kinder and 
Kathleen (Kate or Catherine) Egan were married in 1909 in Kew. They moved several times in their early 
married life and their 5 children – Albert (Alby) Westersen (1909), David Cyrus (1911), Zilpah Annie Mary 
(1913), Arthur James (1915) and Caroline (1916) were all born before the family moved to Surrey Hills, but 
on 19 August 1924 they moved to 26 Shepherd Street, purchasing the property from Constance Henry 
Treeby, a postman, who moved to Suffolk Road. At this time, the area to the south of Canterbury Road still 
had a rural feel to it. 
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Left: Bert and Kathleen Kinder outside their home. Partially hidden by a clipped 
hedge, it has elements suggestive of a Victorian-era home. 

 
Bert Kinder was variously employed as a driver and when Rhonda 
visited the Heritage Centre on the recent Community Open Day, 
she was delighted to see the photo of C E Gray & Son’s bakery cart. 
Bert drove a similar one as he worked for Gray’s until it closed and 
then was employed at Vines’ timberyard until he retired. Rhonda’s 
great-uncle, Harold Edward Kinder, also worked at Gray’s as a 
driver; he and his wife and family lived at 18 Myrtle Road, 
Canterbury.  
 

 
All of the Kinder boys were good at sport. Alby and Arthur played for the Surrey Hills Football Club; David 
played lacrosse.  

 
Surrey Hills football Club team in c1937-38 is thought to include both Alby and Arthur Kinder. Alby played as a rover and is 2nd 

from the right in the photo of some of the team members in fancy dress. 

Above: Left: SHP0601; location not known. 
Left: Bert Kinder and the C E Gray bread cart; 
location not known. 
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Alby Kinder started work as a grocer, then switched to work as an upholsterer and worked in Richmond for 
most of his working life, travelling in on the Riversdale Road tram. He enlisted for WW2, served in the army 
as a cook in the Transport Division and was posted to New Guinea. 

 
Not only did Rhonda’s maternal grandparents live in Shepherd Street, her 
paternal grandparents, George Maguire (pictured at left) and wife Frances 
(nee Slatter) did too. They had died before Rhonda was born, but had lived 
at 27 Shepherd Street from c 1934 with their youngest son Frederick, who 
bought the house for them so they could be near their married children, 
William (b 1890) and daughter Frances (b 1896), and their grandchildren. 
For a time, Frances and her husband and family rented a house just off 
Shepherd Street. Rhonda’s father Frederick (b 1905) stayed on after his 
parents died and his brother Will and his wife and family lived a few doors 
up the road at 19 Shepherd Street. Like many homes in the area, his was a 
weatherboard in the Californian bungalow style and it remained in his 
family until 1995. 
 
Rhonda’s parents were married in the Methodist Church on Canterbury 
Road in 1937. Rhonda’s father Frederick Maguire worked for Myer’s in the 
city, travelling to work by train. He enlisted during World War 2 and 

Rhonda remembers that “I spent almost my first five years living with my mother and her parents and 
mum’s brother Alby and his wife at 26 Shepherd Street while Dad was away in the army - in New Guinea, 
and then convalescing from sickness in Townsville and Queensland for a long time after.” When he 
returned, he became a despatch manager for Myer’s. 
 
The near neighbours of the Kinder and Maguire families were the Webbs. Frederick Webb was a dairyman 
across Pine Street at 22 Shepherd Road. The property was known as “Glen Valley’’ and there was a dairy at 
the rear. There was a vacant block next to her grandparents’ home and Rhonda remembers that the 
Webbs kept two cows there. She also remembers collecting butter from the Webb dairy, using war savings 
stamps. Rationing for clothing, tea, sugar, butter, and meat was not fully lifted until June 1950 and from 
June 1943 until then it was limited to 1lb per family per fortnight. 1  
 
The Webb family also had a phone, something Rhonda’s grandparents did not. Unless it was an emergency, 
if they needed to make a phone call, they would walk up the Pembroke Street hill to the public phone. 

 
Rhonda’s mother had attended Surrey 
Hills State School and so did her 
brother Geoff, but she went to 
Burwood State School with two of her 
cousins. She could walk to Sunday 
School at the Baptist Church in Elgar 
Road, but she travelled to school by 
bus as, like many women of her day, 
her mother never drove a car.  
 

Left: Grade 4 Surrey Hills State School – 
Caroline Kinder is in the 2nd row from the 
back, sixth girl from the left, wearing a light-
coloured jacket and with a big white ribbon in 
her hair. 

 

 
1 https://www.awm.gov.au/articles/encyclopedia/homefront/rationing 
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Rhonda went on to Box Hill Girls’ Technical School and then Stott’s Business College in Glenferrie. 2 
 
It was a long time before the Maguire family had a 
car, but Rhonda remembers that perhaps the first 
one her father owned was a ‘Rugby’. These were 
assembled by the Durant Motor Company of New 
York between 1923-1928 and adapted for the 
Australian and English markets. As Rhonda said: “It 
was pretty old by the time he got it.” It and 
subsequent cars were taken to Bowen & Cleary’s 
garage on the corner of Valonia Avenue. This 
corner site is now listed on the Whitehorse 
Heritage Register. The land was bought by 
Matthew Bowen and Miss Gladys Bowen in 1931 
and a garage built on it in the Spanish Mission style 
by Matthew Bowen and Archibald Cleary. Angled 
on the block, it allowed for cars to drive in under the colonnade, which housed equipment and the 
bowsers. By the 1950s the garage was known as Valonia Motors and although still standing, it was 
converted into a restaurant in 1983. 3 
 
So, what was Surrey Hills like as Rhonda grew up? Well – “Surrey Hills was a safe place to grow up in; very 
quiet, not a lot went on. No shops open on Sundays and no crime or anything like that. Being a dry area, I 
think we were avoided by any troublemakers, robbers, or at least I didn’t hear about anyone being robbed 
then. Nanna (Kinder) would go into town and leave the house unlocked and would say “there’s nothing to 
steal” and probably they didn’t have anything of value that a robber would be interested in. Nanna always 
wore a plain gold wedding ring and didn’t seem to have an engagement ring and hardly any jewellery, 
certainly nothing of value. Not even a hot water service, they had to boil the kettle on the wood stove. 
There seemed to be an old- fashioned, unwritten law in those days too  - not to steal, or so it seemed to 
me. Nanna came from Kalimna near Lakes Entrance in Gippsland and maybe it was just ‘country thinking’. 
… Pop Kinder was a warden during the war and had to walk up Shepherd Street and check there were no 
lights to be seen anywhere after dark.” 
 
Like many young girls, aged eight or nine, Rhonda took ballet lessons locally, encouraged by friend Lois 
McNeill who lived at 12 Shepherd Street. “I went to some ballet lessons in a little hall where, in later years, 
my brother attended guitar lessons with Mr Robinson who lived not far from us. I can’t recall the ballet 
teacher’s name, but I didn’t go for that long. Lois was good at it and had been learning for a while and had 
point shoes and could dance on her toes.” 
 
Rhonda also remembers that her Kinder grandparents yearned to travel. For a time, an old delivery van 
was adapted and fitted out for the road. Her grandparents ended up staying at Lang Lang for some years 
and the family would visit during school holidays and occasionally at weekends to enjoy the beach and 
fishing. 
 
Back to Surrey Hills – Rhonda remembers how she loved looking at all the amazing china and glassware in 
the Misses Clewett’s shop at 697 Canterbury Road. Her mother took one of her father’s belts there to be 
repaired. There was a small workplace at the back of the shop where someone fixed belts and did leather 
work. This shop is also remembered by Graham Bond of Florence Road. “We met Miss Clewett in the late 
sixties in her shop opposite Florence Road, an old-fashioned hardware shop, which had been built and run 

 
2 Established in 1883, Stotts Business College occupied the site at the SE corner of Riversdale & Glenferrie Roads, Hawthorn, from 1938. Today the site of a 

pharmacy, it’s still often referred to as Stott’s Corner 
3 In 2024 the restaurant is ‘Old Kingdom’ with Chinese cuisine specializing in duck dishes; previously known as ‘Green Papaya’. Photographer: Sue Barnett. 
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by her father (George) and then by herself and her sister while living in the house next door, which was 
also built by her father. I remember buying a special hoe and various items, but she had all manner of 
tools, nails, screws, gardening things and fittings, and on the left side of the shop her sister sold knitted 
jumpers, cardigans and sewing things.” 
 
George and Christina Clewett had 3 daughters - Vera, Christina Edna and Myra, who was the only one to 
marry. It was Vera who ran the draper’s shop selling women’s and babies’ wear and Edna who served in, 
and later continued to run, the hardware shop following their father’s death. 
 
The Clewett’s hardware shop still stands. It’s a slightly odd-looking building set on its own, not part of a 
strip shopping centre and many passing by would wonder at its history. On 19 June 1915, the Camberwell 
& Hawthorn Advertiser recorded that “Mr G Clewett of Surrey Hills’ application for registration of premises 
in Canterbury Road as a joinery and carpentering factory had been approved”. The premises was built in 
1916, flush with the footpath and with two entrances. It operated as a hardware shop until 1969. The 
Clewett family’s home was next door. 
 
Rhonda also remembers that there was still a blacksmith along this stretch of Canterbury Road. This would 
have been at Number 664 and by Rhonda’s time the blacksmith would have been Arthur Gourley. There 
had been a blacksmith on this site since c1900. She also remembers the milk bar in Canterbury Road which 
sold her favourite ice-cream -  Sennitt’s. Their ice-cream first appeared around 1904, but it was not until 
the early 1930s that William Sennitt, the founder’s son, introduced the popular polar bear trademark that 
everyone remembers. It appeared on signs all over Victoria, on showbags and in cinema advertisements. 
J.P. Sennitt and Sons continued as a private company until 1961 when it was taken over by the Unilever 
Company.  

With thanks to Rhonda Newberry; unless otherwise indicated the photos are from her family collection. 

Kindilan Op Shop – a jewel in Hamilton Street, Mont Albert 
Everyone in 3127 and many from far afield know of Kindilan Op Shop! It’s been a feature in Hamilton 
Street since 1977. Any business heading towards its fiftieth anniversary is a success, but Kindilan’s story is a 
special success story. 
 
Kindilan grew from need – the need of parents of children with intellectual disabilities to feel secure in the 
knowledge that their children had secure day care with meaningful activities and, when needed, 
appropriate residential care. Dorothy Tagg well remembers that in the late 1960s-early 1970s there was 
very little residential care or day training facilities. A group of parents got together. In 1970 the Kindilan 
School Society was established and the first temporary school opened in Balnarring with 12 children. A 
more permanent solution came with the purchase of about 43 acres of land, part of an old apple orchard, 
at Red Hill South. The complex comprised of 4 houses and a day centre was opened on 2 November 1979 
by Hon Margaret Guilfoyle, Minister for Social Security. It catered for 36 residents, plus staff and included a 
craft centre and farming experience. It has grown enormously since that time and now operates as ‘Focus’. 
 
Government funding in the 1970s was very limited and from the beginning fundraising was essential. The 
annual fetes were a highlight – they started at Balnarring with open days and developed into the ‘Thrill on 
the Hill’ in partnership with the Variety Club of Victoria, whose then president was Red Hill resident and 
television personality Tony Barber. One of the conditions of residential placement was that the parents 
had to work a certain number of hours per month or pay an amount in lieu of this.  
 
Kindilan’s first op shop actually opened in Armadale in 1973. Named ‘Don’t scrap it, Junket’, it moved to 
Mont Albert in 1977 to No 11 Hamilton Street, next to its current location. Today No 11 is Amici pizzeria & 
pasta and the upstairs is used for dining, but back in 1977 transporting goods to be stored up and down 
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the stairs proved to be a significant drawback and the op shop moved across the road to No 16. Both these 
shops were rentals; 1994 was a significant year as the parents made the decision to buy a property. 
Kindilan moved to its current location in 1995 after the heritage-listed milk bar was purchased the previous 
year and renovated. The drive for this shift and foresight came from the parents, many of whom lived in 
Mont Albert or Surrey Hills. 
 
Once the op shop was established, it was mainly the mothers who volunteered, and each had their own 
area of responsibility – books, clothes etc. Dorothy Tagg reflects that the best thing about parental 
involvement was that the mothers got to know each other and they became a great support to each other. 
“We could laugh and cry together.” Lisa Bessinger is another mother who started almost straight away; she 
recalls the fashion parades held at the Surrey Hills Uniting Church. They were fun, but a lot of work and it 
was always difficult to get the models! It was Lisa’s husband Heinz who constructed the shop fittings and 
under the leadership of Leila McGillivray, another parent, volunteers were enlisted to support the parents 
in running the shop.  

 
Behind the scenes, March 2024: Back L to R: Lisa Bessinger, Nancy Foreshew, Beverley Stacpoole. 

Seated: Dorothy Tagg – photographer Sue Barnett 

For some volunteering became a family affair. One of the early team of regulars was Ivy Taylor, who saw an 
ad for new volunteers in one of the pew slips at Holy Trinity Church in Union Road. Ivy loved people and 
before long, her husband Basil was involved. His job was to prepare recycled stamps for sale. Ivy’s 
involvement began perhaps as early as 1982; her daughters recalled that she talked about the shop all the 
time. So, it was not surprising that daughter Nancy Foreshew joined the team in 1986 when she gave up 
work and, through Nancy, came her sister Beverley (Bev) Stacpoole. Her area was clothing. Ivy and Basil’s 
third daughter Lyn Trollope also worked in the shop for many years and the husbands of these three 
daughters Russel, Terry and Gary also contributed their time in many ways. 
 
There have been other mother-daughter volunteer teams including Joan Tierney, her daughter Karen and 
granddaughter Sarah; Robyn Hook and Bonnie and Pam Tankey and Louise.  
 
Leila McGillivray retired in 1995 after 18 years of Kindilan being central to her life. For a while a group of 
parents managed the shop – Shirley Heffernan, Chris and Barbara Rogers, Lisa Bissinger and Dorothy Tagg. 
The staff roster, always a demanding task, was organized by, among others, Betty Molyneux and Norma 
Harvey.  
 
As the shop became increasingly complex and successful and the age of the parents increased, fewer 
parents could continue to be involved. In 2013 Bev Stacpoole was employed 30 hours per week as 
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manager. Bev is acknowledged as a treasure. Dorothy Tagg reflects that Bev takes managing volunteers in 
her stride, always so calmly! They are drawn in through word of mouth; some come from ‘off the street’; 
others from various local groups including Box Hill North Tennis Club, Box Hill U3A walking group and more 
recently the Mont Albert Probus Club.  
 
Currently there are about 80 volunteers. Bev says there’s not a great turnover in the volunteers. Most 
work on the counter for a shift of about 3 hours a month. The others are “back-room girls” – sorting and 
pricing. They usually work much longer hours every week. Most are responsible for a particular 
“department” – clothes, bric-à-brac, books, jewellery etc rather than working across all donations. Some 
volunteers leave the shop with ‘homework’, for example checking the pieces in the jigsaws, cleaning the 
silver, sorting games, checking the material, checking the quality of the CDs and DVDs. Julie Hazlett makes 
marmalade and other conserves, over 400 items in 2023, which are always sought after. Pat Knight has 
knitted bed socks and Nan Armstrong has knitted more than 800 goods, including 270 rugs, over 20 years. 
One volunteer is an antique dealer and a great asset pricing vintage and antique items. The jeweller over 
the road will also assess and price donations for the shop. Kindilan also buys honey which is produced by 
five beekeepers in the Castlemaine-Bendigo area and packaged in Dromana. 
 
As with all op shops, a percentage of what is donated is not saleable. At least four large bins have to be 
disposed of each week at a cost of $49 for each bin. Where possible items which cannot be sold or are 
excess to stock are passed on. Children’s books go to ‘123’, a reading program for disadvantaged children. 
Other op shops are given goods. 
 
The last few years have posed challenges through the COVID closure and then the impact of the LXRA 
works, but the success of Kindilan rests not just upon the depth and commitment of its community of 
volunteers, there is also its loyal customer base. Bev says about 95% of the customers are regulars, many 
of whom pop in for a social chat. Some come in just for the jam or honey. She recalls “I remember when 
Dan said shops could open again on Friday the 29th  of October 2021, we decided to open that night even if 
just for the 2 hours from 6pm-8pm. People were lining up to get in the shop. The shop made over $900 in 
those 2 hours.” 
 
Ref: ‘From Vision to Reality – The Kindilan Story 1972 to 2013’; Focus magazines and personal thanks to 
Dorothy Tagg, Lisa Bissinger, Nancy Foreshew and Bev Stacpoole for their time and for the donation of 
material regarding Kindilan to our collection. 

 
Recent additions to the collection – Ken James’ 
latest research 
‘Ada McBeath’s Box Hill and Surrey Hills College of 
Music, 1910-1925 
 
The Box Hill and Surrey Hills College of Music operated between 
1910 and 1925, its founder and principal being Ada Jane McBeath 
(1871–1943). She was provided tuition in the organ and piano from 
1893 to 1910 and 1926 to 1935.  
 
Ada’s family - Ada’s parents were Daniel Alexander and Isabella 
McBeath (née Thompson). They married on 21 October 1870 at 
Emerald Hill (South Melbourne). 4Ada was born in 1871. Her 
mother died in 1930 at Surrey Hills where she had been living with 
Ada. No death certificate has ben found for her father. 

 
4 The Age, 21 October 1870, p. 2. 



9 Surrey Hills Historical Society Newsletter – June-July 2024 

Daniel and Isabella had nine children, Ada being the first born. The first six children were born at Emerald 
Hill (South Melbourne), the others at Surrey Hills. Daniel was a bootmaker, first at Emerald Hill then at 
Surrey Hills from 1889 to 1894. The family were members of the Surrey Hills Presbyterian Church. In 1891, 
Ada, aged 20, became the church organist.  
 
Ada’s musical training - In 1906, Ada applied for and was granted registration as music teacher by the 
Teacher Registration Board. Her employer at the time was Glen’s, Collins Street, Melbourne. Under 
‘qualifications’ she stated she had for 15 years been the organist at the Surrey Hills Presbyterian Church; 
was a certified pupil of Herr Jules (Julius) Siede (Piano) and Mr George Peake (Organ); was a member of the 
Musical Society of Victoria; and had taught students for 13 years. 
 
Teaching career: 1889–1910 - Although Ada began teaching in 1893 (aged 22), the first information 
regarding Ada is in a report in 1902 in the Box Hill Reporter of a concert at Surrey Hall, featuring her 
students and visiting performers. 5 
 
Box Hill and Surrey Hills College of Music, 1910–1925 - Ada opened the ‘Box Hill College of Music’ in 
February 1910, the name changing in May to ‘Box Hill and Surrey Hills College of Music’. She was aged 39. 
The Box Hill Reporter and Camberwell and Hawthorn Advertiser carried regular notices advertising the 
college as well as reports of concerts and successful students in the different examinations.  
 
Instruction was offered on the cello, mandolin, organ, piano and violin and in elocution, harmony and 
singing. There were 34 teachers between 1910 and 1921. There were nine in 1910, 15 in 1915 and 12 in 
1921. From 1922 to 1925, Ada was the only teacher.  
 
The names of 96 families with at least one child who was a pupil of Ada’s or of her College of Music (1910–
1925 were found in the (Box Hill) Leader and/or the Camberwell and Hawthorn Advertiser. Most students 
sat the Musical Society of Victoria examinations, but some sat for the examinations of the University of 
Melbourne Music Examination Board, the London based Associated Board of the Royal College and 
Academy of Music and also Trinity College, London.  

 
Advertisements for her College of 
Music provided three addresses – 
Ada’s residence, Lintalee, Stirling 
Crescent, Surrey Hills; “The Studio,” 
Box Hill; and Glen’s (W. H. Glen and 
Co. Music and Piano Warehouse at 272 
and 274 Collins Street, Melbourne.)  
 
 
Left: the first building on the left is part of 
Slavin’s bakery, 118 Union Road. The next 
building is Ada’s house. SHP2152 

 
 

The College changed dramatically in June 1921 when advertisements naming 21 teachers at the college 
ceased and no further notices appeared until 1925, when, under the college’s name Ada offered piano 
tuition using the Tobias Mathay system of pianoforte. 6 She was 54 years. The circumstances that led to 
this change are not known. In 1926 and 1927, Ada went a holiday to Britain. 
 

 
5 The Reporter, 17 October 1902, p. 2. 
6 The Reporter, 18 September 1925, p. 8. 
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Ada’s teaching career post Box Hill and Surrey Hills College of Music, 1928–1934  
Ada was offering tuition between 1928 and 1933 at her home. The last news item found regarding Ada was 
a notice in 1934 in The Leader advertising her services in Bayswater as a teacher of piano, organ and 
harmony. 7 
Ada’s services to the community at Surrey Hills and elsewhere, 1890–1943  
Ada freely offered her services as a pianist and organist to different clubs, organisations and community 
events in Surrey Hills and elsewhere. She was also an office bearer in a number of organisations. In 
February 1922, she was appointed a Life Governor of the Eye and Ear Hospital. In World War II, up to her 
death in 1943, Ada was honorary treasurer of the Surrey Hills Red Cross branch.  
 
Ada is buried in the St Kilda cemetery with her mother and a sibling, Alexander John (1878–1881). 
Following is Ada’s signature, copied from her will. She left her home to her brother, Frederick (Fred). 
 

 
Public Record Office Victoria 7591/P0002, 348/871 

Our thanks to Ken for his research, donation of a copy and for providing these summary notes for the 
newsletter. 
 

Heritage Centre Open Day – 18 May 2024 
 

What a great day! Simon Potter, aided by a handy clicker, 
recorded nearly 200 visitors throughout the morning and 
afternoon sessions. Many of the visitors in the morning stayed 
for a long time and there were some interesting research 
queries to follow up. It is anticipated that the prominence and 
increased profile of our new home will bring forward many 
more research enquiries and boost the profile of the two 
groups. Here are some photographic highlights. 

 
Gretta Cockerell got into the spirit of the day – thanks go to Gretta for the colourful bunting along the veranda and for warmly 
greeting visitors. These included Elders from the Cultural Infusion organization who brought along some wonderful aboriginal 

cultural items. They are pictured here with Gretta, Julie Mulhauser and Liz Fitzpatrick. 

 
7 Fern Tree Gully News, 16 February 1934, p. 2. 
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Left: Local Maling Ward Councillor Jane Addis, with Canterbury History Group President, Neil Curry and Surrey Hills Historical 

Society President, Sue Barnett, spoke at our ‘unofficial’ opening. 
Right: President of the Association of Eastern Historical Societies, Jane Turton, her husband George, Peter Adams and  

Kenn Buckley, former owner of Buckley’s IGA in Maling Road. 

 
Left: Alison Dews, another who donned vintage apparel, in conversation with Neil Curry. 

Right: Jenny Watts, who came to assist with children’s activities, catches up with Cheryl Poustie, daughter of Jocelyn and Ken 
Hall, whose work helped to cement the early Surrey Hills collection. Max Holt and his wife Lynn also attended the afternoon.  

The research of Max’s father Alan Holt continues to be a vital component of the collection. 

 
Left: Jane Addis, Margaret Picken and Sue Barnett 

In 2020 Margaret Picken donated her collection of signed and dated architectural drawings  
to relevant local historical societies.  

The drawings were created between 1983 and 2005, there are over 400 of Mont Albert and Surrey Hills properties. 
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It was a great day and it wouldn’t have been as successful without members’ input. A special thank you to 
those who stayed behind and helped clear everything up in readiness for Monday’s sessions. It was great 
to not have to think about returning to clear up on Sunday morning! The one disappointment of the day 
was that, perhaps not surprisingly, only a handful of children made their way across from the Canterbury 
Community Precinct main building. However, visits from kindergarten groups from the Canterbury Gardens 
Kindergarten have been scheduled for this month. 
 

Association of Eastern Historical Societies 2024 Conference - Saturday 29 June,  
9 am – 5 pm 
‘The Value of Local History – Into the Future’ 
Don’t miss out! 
The organisers have done a wonderful job in providing a program with an impressive list of speakers. They 
include: 
• Bryan Kalms – Keynote: Surviving Hard Times & Crises 
• Richard Broome, Latrobe University – Keeping history relevant: RHSV’s Melbourne Laneways 

History Project 
• Anthony McAleer, Museum Victoria – Reinvigorating a community group 
• Rosalie Triolo, Monash University – A future for all: Finding the diverse cultural groups in your 

community and collections 
• Janice Newton, Federation University – Responding to community challenges: COVID, climate 

change and the digital world 
• John Peterson – Significance 2.0 – Objects in the mirror are closer than they appear. 
• Emeritus Professor Graeme Davison – Melbourne from the air. 
• Val Polley, Warrandyte Historical Society – A most remarkable school – the story behind Koornong 

School, Warrandyte. 
• Patrick Ferry – National Archives of Australia – Local history is family history (and vice versa) 
• David Taylor – Public Record Office of Victoria – The value of public records – into the future. 
• Kitty Owens – Yarra Ranges Regional Museum – the power of collaboration, some recent projects 

from the Yarra Ranges Regional museum. 
• Christine Barker Byrnes / Chris Byrnes - Malmsbury Historical Society – foray into the future. 
• Jackie Fraser - Victorian Collections – Online collections, now, never or forever: an infinite 

responsibility with infinite value. 
Venue: Lilydale Lakeside Conference Centre, 1 Jarlo Drive, Lilydale 
Tickets $55 pp (lunch included) 
For more information: associationofeasternhistorical@gmail.com ; to book: 
https://www.trybooking.com/CQJSC 
 
A vital topic for all local history societies to address and with such an impressive group of speakers, this will 
be a most worthwhile and interesting day. We encourage members to attend and offer financial 
members a $10 incentive. Contact Sue to find out more about this. Tickets sales end on 22 June. 
 

National Archaeology Week - annually every May 
Calling on backyard archaeologists! For those who have yet to visit the Heritage Centre, there is a small 
display of items dug up from local properties, either during gardening activities or property extensions. 
There are marbles, the handle of a cup, part of a buckle, a horseshoe, the bone handle of a hairbrush, 
bottles of various sizes and colours and glass stoppers - even a rusted pistol. In themselves perhaps they 
aren’t of great individual importance despite being evidence of past settlement and perhaps a past method 
of garbage disposal. Some of these objects will be retained in the collection, but we have another project 
in mind for which we need additional examples. If you happen to dig up similar examples from your 
garden, please contact us. 
 

mailto:associationofeasternhistorical@gmail.com
https://www.trybooking.com/CQJSC
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SHHS Book sale – early September 
Begin your spring clean early! As you may 
remember, we have been quietly collecting 
books for a secondhand book sale, which will 
be scheduled for early September, after Box 
Hill and Kew Historical Societies have held their 
book sales. Both these groups have had success 
with book sales and have offered general 
advice regarding the required organization.  
 
We will need volunteers on the day, but for 
now please look through your shelves for 
books, ephemera, CDs and CD-ROMs that you 
are ready to part with. All manner of subject 
matter accepted, not just historical. 
 

Box Hill Historical Society - Secondhand book and ephemera sale 
Box Hill Town Hall (lower hall) 
Saturday 27 July 2024, 10am to 3pm 
 
Kew Historical Society quarterly book sale 
Phyllis Hore Room, Kew Library 
Sunday 25 August 2024, 1pm-4pm 
 

Combined meeting of Camberwell & Hawthorn Historical Societies – Saturday 15 
June at 2pm 
Professor Richard Broome – ‘Billibellary’s Different Courage: Wurundjeri’s responses to Colonialism’ 
25 Inglesby Road, Camberwell. 
 

Canterbury History Group meeting – Monday 24 June at 8pm 
The speaker is Isobel Simpson who will give a presentation on ‘Women Achievers of Melbourne’ 
The Meeting Room of the Heritage Centre, 190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury. 
 


