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Meetings of the Surrey Hills Historical Society 
are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
(February to November) at 8pm. 
 

Venue: The Maling Heritage Centre,  
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury, 3126 
Supper follows the presentation. 
Visitors welcome - $5.00 donation. 
 
Members of the Society are committed to 
documenting the history of the area of Mont 
Albert and Surrey Hills.  
 
In November 2022, the local history collection 
was formally handed over to the Surrey Hills 
Historical Society by the Board of Management of 
the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre. After a 
period in storage, the collection has now been 
moved to the Maling Heritage Centre in the 
Canterbury Gardens. This facility is shared by 
SHHS and the Canterbury History Group.  
 
We welcome visitors on Mondays, 10am-3pm or 
by appointment. 
 

Website: 
https://surreyhillshistoricalsociety.org.au/ 
 
Items and stories from the collection appear on 
the Surrey Hills History Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/Surrey-Hills-History-
887879524593056/ and on Victorian Collections 
at https://victoriancollections.net.au 
 

Surrey Hills Historical Society committee: 
President: Sue Barnett 

Vice-President: Euan Walmsley 
Secretary: Max Beaton 
Treasurer: Alison Dews 

General committee: Yvonne Bowyer, Phillip Dews 
and Malcolm Barnett 

Archivist & Newsletter editor: Sue Barnett 
 

Address for postage: The Maling Heritage Centre 
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury 3126. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Tuesday 15 April at 8pm: Charles Nilsen and 
Julie Mulhauser – ‘Retrofitting period homes’ 
Charles is a highly experienced architect-urban designer and 
landscape architect with considerable expertise in 
ecologically sustainable design (ESD) and regenerative 
architecture. He has managed the design and delivery of 
numerous award-winning projects, including high 
performance ESD projects and is a certified Passivhaus 
(Passive House) designer, who is passionate about making 
low energy / low emission, healthy, comfortable homes 
possible. He believes that “deep retrofit” renovation of 
buildings, combined with integrated water sensitive 
landscapes is the most appropriate, affordable and 
sustainable strategy for home owners to meet the health 
and environmental challenges of the 21st century.  
 

 
 
Charles’ presentation will focus on the recently completed 
renovation and upgrade of an 1890’s cottage 
(HawthornHaus), as pictured above, which combines 
Passivhaus design principles with low embodied energy 
materials, use of re-cycled construction materials, 
renewable energy generation and water conservation 
techniques to minimise the project’s carbon footprint, 
operating costs and life cycle costs. 
 
Julie Mulhauser's home for the last 20 years is a modified 
version of Merchant Builders (Victoria 1965-1991) Courtyard 
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House designed by architect Graeme Gunn. It embodies the concerns of its time – flexibility, connection 
with landscape, low energy use and daylight. 

 
Merchant Builders had a radical 
ambition to create “total living 
environments” for families in the 
suburbs. To achieve this – the 
landscape and interiors received the 
same care and expert input as the 
house design. 
While Julie's compact home was 
exceptional in its design – its thermal 
performance and durability were not! 
 
In Victoria – homes built before the 
1990’s average NatHERS 0.5 stars. 
While those built between 1990 and 
2006 average 1.5-2 stars and after 2006 

– at least 5 stars. A 0.5 star house in Victoria will use a whopping five times more energy for heating than a 
6-star home. 
 
Julie took a holistic approach to sympathetic restoration and retrofitting for energy efficiency. Julie's 
retrofit has not only preserved this modest example of exemplary design but achieved 10 stars on the 
Residential Energy Efficiency Scorecard (the home produces 150% of the energy consumed) and greatly 
improved thermal and acoustic comfort. 
 
The original designers’ aims and strategies to create a calm, light, peaceful, private and practical “total 
living environment” are as relevant to today’s families as 50 years ago. 
 

Tuesday 20 May at 8pm: Dr Jarrad Paul and Dr Paul Kucera – “West Creek and the 
Development of Drainage in Surrey Hills”. 
Jarrad and Paul are archaeologists with the firm Dr Vincent Clark Archaeology & Heritage, located in 
Coburg, and in their talk will bring archaeology ‘close to home’.  
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The expansion of Melbourne’s suburbs during the late 19th century saw the implementation of industrial 
structures put in place to ‘control’ the interconnected series of natural waterways. Our speakers will focus 
on one aspect, underground drainage, which saw continual adaptation and improvements throughout the 
19th and 20th centuries. They will present the progression of technologies employed to manage the 
increasingly dense suburb of Surrey Hills in attempts to tame the natural West Creek in the area.     
 

SHHS Out and About Excursions:  
‘Dome to Catacombs’ - A tour behind the scenes at the State Library of Victoria,  
Thursday 1 May 2025, 1.30-3.00pm 
This is the first of three organized excursions planned for members this year. It booked out very quickly 
and we have a waiting list. Sue has the tickets. Please contact her if you find that you cannot attend so that 
another member can take your place. 

Old Treasury tour and exhibition – Wednesday 11 June 
We can take up to twenty plus on this tour. The cost is $12.00 for a guided tour of about an hour followed 
by time to explore one or more of the 6 exhibitions on currently. Contact Sue if you are interested in 
joining the SHHS party. 
 See https://www.oldtreasurybuilding.org.au/whats-on/exhibitions/ 
 

Report: International Women’s Day Afternoon Tea, Friday 7 March 
This was a wonderful afternoon with speakers Helen Harris OAM and Sarah Cruze speaking on two very 
different but engaging topics - the role of women in local government and the importance of women 
recording their life stories. An important aspect of the afternoon was to acknowledge the contributions of 
Barbara Potter AM and Elizabeth Meredith to the local and wider community. A brief outline of Barbara’s 
life was given by Ruthie Scharley and Greg Buchanan spoke of some aspects of Elizabeth’s advocacy in the 
areas of heritage and environment. Cr Shima Ibuki (Maling Ward, City of Boroondara) and Cr Kirsten 
Langford (Kingsley Ward, City of Whitehorse) presented Barbara and Elizabeth with tokens of our esteem. 
 
Our thanks to Carolyn Holten and Yvonne Bowyer for their work in documenting some of the highlights of 
Barbara and Elizabeth’s interesting and productive lives, with their focus of working for the greater 
community good. Carolyn’s profile of Barb is included in this newsletter and Elizabeth will be featured in 
the June-July newsletter.  

 
L: Helen Harris OAM; R: Sarah Cruze 

https://www.oldtreasurybuilding.org.au/whats-on/exhibitions/
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L: Cr Shima Ibuki, Ruth Scharley & Barbara Potter 

R: Greg Buchanan, Elizabeth Meredith & Cr Kirsten Langford 
 

Barbara Mary Potter AM – Reflections on a life by friend and neighbour Carolyn 
Holten 
Childhood – adversity and triumph 
Barbara was a country lass, born into a loving family who had a strong commitment to community work 
and of giving to others in less fortunate circumstances. She grew up in Warrnambool and from a very early 
age had to deal with adversity. Barbara did not walk until she was three due to a deformity in her feet and 
when she did it was with iron calipers until she was seventeen. She was subjected to a series of painful and 
antiquated corrective treatments over the years.    
 
Did this deter Barb? No way. It did limit her, for example she couldn’t play any sport, apart from becoming 
an excellent swimmer, but she still led a rough and tumble life with her two brothers, Peter who was 2 
years older and Bob who was 2 years younger. 
 
Nurse training – adversity, resilience and determination 

On leaving school Barb applied to the Alfred Hospital to 
become a nurse.  Her family were apprehensive, doubting 
she would pass the medical examination because of her feet. 
However, they did not factor in Barb’s ingenuity.  During her 
medical examination, she set about distracting the doctor 
telling him stories of her youth in the country and he didn’t 
examine her below the waist!  She passed the examination 
and commenced her training. 
 
However, ten months into training Barb was diagnosed with 
Tuberculosis (TB) and spent the next twelve months on the 
balcony of the Children’s Ward of the Alfred, located 
adjacent to the old Chevron Hotel. She was not allowed out 
of bed at all, not to have shower or go to the toilet.  
Complete bed rest was strictly enforced. She was also told 
that it was unlikely that she would ever work again. At times, 
I am sure it was overwhelming; however, I would like to 
share the following quotes from Barb about this time. Of the 
regular medical checks and this time of enforced bedrest, she 
writes: “Out came the stethoscopes, up went my pyjama 
coat, in all weathers, to listen to my lungs, up down over and 
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around my chest.  I flippantly asked if they could hear the tubercle bacilli munching their way through my 
lungs. … I did fine tapestry work, including a rather attractive evening bag. I did fine embroidery, made 
many pairs of fine kid gloves all stitched in French glove stitch; knitted socks by the dozen, turning heels 
and properly grafted toes.  In the last three months I was permitted a small hand loom and wove dozens of 
multi-coloured woollen scarves and cotton bathmats.”   
 
Reading, her love from childhood, was her true pleasure.  She joined the Atheneum Library, which 
delivered books each week.   She also had regular visits (after hours) from the Lady Superintendent, Miss 
Lydia Shaw, who introduced her to many works – of note were ones by and about Antarctic explorers, the 
Bloomsbury Group, Virginia Wolfe and Vera Britten. “Miss Shaw was a positive influence helping me to 
look forward and make plans for the time when I would be out in the world again.” 
 
This was a time of frustration, but it was also character-building. Barb reflects: “I did learn so much during 
the 12 months confined to the balcony. I learned patience, tolerance, became more insightful, (learned) 
what it was like to be stigmatised, to be utterly dependent on others, (learned) not to believe everything 
one is told, particularly by doctors, and to always question decisions.”   
 
Barb’s spirit, her love of reading, her creativity, her determination, her love of life, her grit, her ability to 
tell a great story, defied the doctors’ prediction and propelled Barb to her stellar career. 
 
Two years after being diagnosed with TB, and after a year of travelling into the country, staying with 
various relatives whilst she gained back her strength, Barb applied to return to the Alfred to resume her 
nursing training.  
 
Working as a nurse and her travels 
Having finished her nurse training, Barb turned down a staff position at the Alfred, deciding that she 
wanted to travel.  To save money Barb took on work in country Victoria and after a few years, including 
some very interesting experiences, she had saved enough to travel to South Africa.  She was there for two 
years, initially in Johannesburg, moving for a short period to Durban and finally to a hospital in Cape Town 
working with African, Cape Coloured and Indian children.  A young woman with an inquiring mind, Barb 
acquired a working knowledge of the Afrikaans language in order to be appointed to the position which 
enabled her to develop a cross-cultural understanding and experience the entirely new medical and 
surgical conditions experienced by a population that was very different to Barb’s previous experience.  
 
Leaving South Africa, Barb caught up with her brother, Peter, in Mombasa, before travelling on to London.  
She has many a story to tell about her experiences nursing for the Wimpole Agency, set up by an Australian 
nurse and has recently come across the original pay slips tucked away in yet another journal! 
 
Barbara was ready to return home after a year but found it difficult to save enough money to buy her 
ticket, so she accepted a job which provided her with a ticket to Australia and 10 pounds. Along with 
another nurse, Barbara agreed to accompany 14 boys, aged between six and thirteen, who had spent most 
of their lives in an Irish convent, on their voyage to a new life at a Catholic Boys’ School north of Perth.  
Barb took her responsibility very seriously and used her time to provide them with their first experience of 
human warmth. She was creative in assisting them to develop behaviours that were age appropriate, to 
introduce practical skills which would assist them to adjust to Australian ways, indeed simply gave them 
information about Australia.  It is a fabulous story and how lucky these boys were to have Barb.  She tells 
of the boys clinging to her when they arrived in Perth, not wanting to be parted from her. How sad for 
Barbara and the boys that she was told she could have no further contact with them. 
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In her twenties, Barb was displaying a pattern that would be repeated in every job she took on. Working 
out what would be of help to those vulnerable children, being creative, being warm and caring, hoping to 
make their lives better, even though she only cared for them for six weeks. 
 
Back in Australia  
Barb’s first job on return to Australia was with the Tuberculosis Bureau of the Victorian Department of 
Health. For four years she was appointed to a role in Gippsland; in reality, her work covered almost half of 
rural Victoria.  She drew on her own experience of TB when working with people and remembering her 
experience of the stigma, she understood when they asked her to park a few blocks away when visiting in 
the ‘company car’.  Again, a repeated pattern of working with the vulnerable and truly understanding the 
adverse situation associated with TB. 
 
After leaving Gippsland, Barb’s developing interest in human behaviour, particularly as it related to 
children, resulted in her completing midwifery qualifications at the Queen Victoria Hospital and then the 
Infant Welfare Certificate. After spending a year at the Camberwell Infant Welfare Group, Barb moved to 
the Maud Street Infant Welfare Centre where she enjoyed nine years providing social emotional and health 
support to new families.  During this time, she was involved with the Maternal and Child Health Special 
Interest Group and in 1969 she took six months’ leave to work and study with Professor Illingworth, a 
renowned paediatrician in Sheffield in the UK.  Continuing to learn, continuing to give, in 1970-1971 Barb 
undertook a Public Health Nursing course focusing on human behaviour and development at the College of 
Nursing. 
 
In 1972 Barb was head-hunted by the Methodist Church to setup a program for troubled young families at 
the Copelen Street Family Centre in South Yarra. She recruited staff, developed the program, introducing a 
family-based approach and experienced many successful outcomes for families who struggled under 
extraordinarily difficult circumstances.  Whilst still working at Copelen Street, Barbara was awarded a 
Winston Churchill Memorial Fellowship to travel to the USA, England, Sweden, Finland, Turkey and Greece 
to study “high quality day care for the promotion of health, welfare and education of fragile young 
families”.  She presented her report at the end of 1980. Dame Phyllis Frost a well-known philanthropist, 
responded to the report saying: “This report is particularly well produced.  It is sensitively written, and 
Barbara Potter certainly researched and recorded her program well.  I do believe that such a report should 
be available, particularly in reference libraries on childcare.” 
 
Soon after, Barbara was invited to join the Maternal and Child Health Section of the Victorian Health 
Commission to share her new learnings from other countries.  It will not surprise many to find out that in 
the six years she was with the Commission she was never invited to discuss the daycare experience.   
However, she became the Co-Ordinator of the Inservice Education Courses for Maternal and Child Health 
Nurses across Victoria and enjoyed the opportunity to creatively address the information that the nurses 
wanted to add to their substantial knowledge and skill base. 
 
Whether it be as a nurse who had TB and went on to work with people with TB; as an Infant and Maternal 
Nurse, who understood and practically supported mothers and babies with an unorthodox approach,  
going to extraordinary lengths to provide support to ‘her families’; as the leader of a new way to approach 
day care, particularly focusing on the needs of troubled families; or as a scholar accepting the offer of a 
Churchill Fellowship to build on this work, Barbara brought an extraordinary level of understanding and 
skill to each and every role she took on.  She assisted thousands of people directly and more indirectly with 
the findings of her Churchill Fellowship and her work on in-service programs for Infant and Maternal 
Welfare nurses. 
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A departure from her career with young families  
While Barbara was overseas on her Churchill Fellowship, her father died and as had been agreed prior to 
her trip, Barb continued with her busy schedule.  Family members took on a caring role for her mother 
Isabel, who had dementia, until Barb returned home.  After several unsuccessful attempts to find her 
mother a hostel, working full time, Barb found Regent Lodge. It was at this hostel that we met.  I had 
recently been appointed as Co-ordinator of the Uniting Church Lodge Program and quickly realised that 
Barb was a great asset our program.  She possessed a rare combination of an understanding of Alzheimer’s 
Disease, based on personal experience of dementia from childhood, a capacity to share that 
understanding, and a view that families were well placed to assist in the development of services that 
would respond more appropriately to dementia.  Barb joined the Committee of Management of Regent 
Lodge and soon after we were approached to become members of the Steering Committee which set up 
the Alzheimer’s Association of Victoria.  The rest is history and in large part is a testament to Barb.  
 
Barb became the first President of the Alzheimer’s Association of Victoria, a Board Member for 13 years, 
and a much-valued sounding board for the Chief Executive Officer of Alzheimer’s Victoria, which ultimately 
became Alzheimer’s Australia. For over 40 years, Barb’s contributed directly to the lives of hundreds of 
individuals and indirectly tens of thousands of people – an impact that cannot be measured.  She joined 
the National Committee of Alzheimer’s Australia when it was formed in the mid-1980s and was on the 
Committee which oversaw the development of the National Action Plan for Dementia Care, which came 
into effect in 1992. 
 
Barb was awarded a Member of the Order of Australia in 1990. The award was given for the extraordinary 
work she had done over 35 years.  The submission was a co-operative effort citing her work with people 
with TB, her contribution to young families as an Infant and Child Welfare nurse, her work with Copelen 
Street Day Centre, her contribution through the Churchill Fellowship, her work with the Health Department 
and finally her voluntary work for people with dementia.  A richly deserved award. 
 
Somewhere concurrently with the above, Barbara also took a right turn in her career. She saw the 
possibility of harnessing her personal experience and professional skills and applied to become the  
Co-ordinator of the Community Options. This was a cutting-edge program to support older people, with a 
diagnosis of dementia, to remain in their own homes.  She quickly shifted her reading to aged care, 
dementia, government policies, program funding, quality care and many other areas pertaining to the 
home care program. It gave her the opportunity to work directly with people with dementia. 
 
Retirement from the paid workforce 
Barb retired from the paid workforce in 1992 on the advice of her doctors following a diagnosis of 
leukemia. Formal retirement did not mean an end to Barb’s professional input. She continued to assist 
many people with dementia, both personally and through her continued advocacy, advising both the 
Federal and State Governments.  In late 1997 she was on the Task Force which presented a report entitled 
“Dementia Care in Victoria: Building a Pathway to Excellence”, following which she remained with the 
group that continued to advise the State Government. 
 
Barb’s contribution to the understanding of dementia, her ability to speak to carers and professionals and 
her involvement with committees, both at a State and National level is unsurpassed.  Part of Barb’s value 
was that she not only spoke about dementia with authority, she also listened to the stories of other family 
members and was able to reflect their experience.  Barbara has advanced our knowledge of dementia, has 
directly helped thousands of families and assisted many more people as they face the prospect of 
living with dementia. 
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Art Class at the Sefton Club 
The Sefton Club was a day program for women and men with dementia located at the back of Sefton Lodge 
in Hawthorn, and part of the Uniting Church Lodge Program. In 2001 Barb received a grant of $5,000 from 
the Ian Potter Foundation to establish an art class along with Barbara Davison, an established artist and 
occupational therapist who had also worked on the Victorian Taskforce for Dementia.  They provided 
participants with an opportunity to demonstrate the capacity of people with dementia. The two Barbaras 
kept a journal of each painting and painter, progress, feelings, challenges, how the participants coped with 
choices and frustrations and the artistic improvements.  Barb kept a photographic record because she 
decided that “the non-verbal language of enjoyment, fun, accomplishment and esteem was too good to 
lose”.   
 
This program resulted in Christmas cards, calendars, various exhibitions, including one in Queens Hall at 
State Parliament House, conference papers, chapters in books, and finally a book of their own ‘The Hen 
that laid the Golden Omelette’. They went on to publish ‘A Guide to Art Classes for People with Dementia’. 
The art classes were a great success and yet another example of Barb’s desire to demonstrate what people 
with dementia can do, rather than dwelling on the negatives. 
 
Locally 
Barb moved to Surrey Hills in l985 to be close to her mother who was in a nursing home in Kew and 
following her retirement, alongside her continuing advocacy for and involvement with people with 
dementia, Barb became involved with her local community.  She joined Neighbourhood Watch almost 
immediately and spent hours delivering the newsletter to fellow residents. Barbara also joined the Ladies 
Probus Club of Balwyn and the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre. Here she served on its Committee of 
Management, as a volunteer leader, with Ruth Scharley, of the Out and About Group for over five years, 
and participated in many activities of the Centre, most recently the Amazing Grace exercise group. Barb 
was awarded Life Membership of the Neighbourhood Centre, recognising her much valued input.   
 
In summary 
It is not possible to calculate how many thousands of people Barb’s life and work has positively impacted.  
It is possible to say, in the words of Tina Turner, Barb is “Simply the Best”.  Barb is the best person anyone 
could have the pleasure of knowing, of working with, of travelling with, to make you laugh, to have a good 
conversation with and to have in one’s corner when times get tough. 
 
BARBARA MARY POTTER AM 
Awards: 
Churchill Fellowship 1979 
Life Membership of the Alzheimer’s Association 1986 
Member of the Order of Australia 1990 
Senior Australian of the Year 1999 
Life Membership of the Maternal & Child Nurses Special Interest Group 2000 
Victorian Volunteer Award for Services to the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre 2005 
Commonwealth Certificate of Appreciation for Australian Volunteers for a Long Term 
Commitment to Volunteering 2011 
Life Membership of the National Trust 2024 
Life Membership of the National Gallery of Victoria 
 
Member/Committee Member: 
Fellow of the Royal College of Nursing 1972-2002 
Member of the Steering Committee which led to the foundation of  
Alzheimer’s Association Victoria (1981-1982) 
Foundation President of Alzheimer’s Association Victoria (1983-1988) 
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Member, Committee of Management of the Alzheimer’s Victoria (1983-1996) 
Founding Committee Member, Alzheimer’s Association Australia (1986-1987) 
Member, Ministerial Task Force for Dementia Services in Victoria (1995-1997) 
Member, Steering Committee for the Commonwealth National Action Plan for Dementia Care (1992-1997) 
Member of the Australian Health Minister’s National Older Persons Advisory Council/Clinical Reference 
Group ( -2003) 
Member of the Victorian Government Dementia Advisory Group (2000- 
Member of the Advisory Committee to Residential Care Rights (Victoria) 
Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre 
Probus Ladies Club of Balwyn 
Neighbourhood Watch 
 
Other achievements:  

• Co-author with Barbara Davison of “The Hen that laid the Golden Omelette”, which documented 
the life of and lessons learned from the Sefton Day Club Art Class Group, started in 2001 

• “Images of the Mind” calendar and art exhibition of pictures painted by the Sefton Day Club Art 
Group at Parliament House, Melbourne in September 2002 

• Sitter, Archibald Prize entry painted by Kate McCredie, now adorning the walls at Alzheimer’s 
Australia Vic at 98 Riversdale Road, Hawthorn. 

 

Forthcoming dates to note 
Anzac Day Dawn Service – Friday 25 April 
The Dawn Service this Anzac Day will be the eleventh that the Surrey Hills Mont Albert Progress 
Association, in conjunction with other community groups, will have held since the then Surrey Hills 
Progress Association decided to re-institute a local service.  
 
This year marks 110 years since the landing at Gallipoli, 80 years since the end of World War 2 and 50 years 
since the end of the Vietnam War and these anniversaries will be touched upon in the service, which will 
again include local school children.  
 
You are invited to assemble in the Surrey Gardens by 5.45am for the 6am start. 
 
The Shrine in the Surrey Gardens lists the names of local service personnel from World War 1, but there is 
no such memorial for those who served in World War 2. Surrey Hills Historical Society is keen to learn more 
about local World War 2 service men and women. Please contact us if you can help with details of service 
personnel from our area. 

 
Another acknowledgement to servicemen from both wars will occur on Easter Saturday at 9.30am at Holy 
Trinity Church in Union Road when Bishop Brad Billings will dedicate a new honour board to the following 
individuals from that congregation who made the supreme sacrifice serving their country: Edward Gibbs 
and Edward Hasselbach (World War 1) and Noel Armstrong, Norman Bellman, Tom Edgoose, Frank Elliott, 
George Jones, Wilton Plunkett, Harold Spiller, Robert Sword, Norman Tregaskis and Max Ward.  
 
We do know something of Flight Sergeant Norman Edwin Bellman (40597) who was living with his parents, 
William Montgomerie and Mary Beatrice Bellman, at 7 Elwood Street in Surrey Hills prior to World War 2. 
He enlisted in the RAAF on 16 May 1941 and served with No. 44 Squadron (RAF), RAF Dunholme Lodge, 
Lincolnshire.  
 
Norman’s role was as bomb aimer. On the night of 3/4th September 1943, the Lancaster DV155 took off 
from RAF Dunholme Lodge at 1959 hours with Berlin as its target. Nothing was heard from the aircraft 
after take-off, and it failed to return to base. It was later established that the aircraft crashed at Neuruppin, 
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Germany, and six of the crew of seven were killed. Flight Sergeant Jack Ruby, navigator, was captured and 
became PoW. 
 
Norman Bellman is remembered on the Roll of Honour, Box Hill and on Panel 118, Commemorative Area, 
Australian War Memorial, Canberra ACT. He will soon be remembered on the honour roll at Holy Trinity. 
Holy Trinity welcomes attendance at this special service. 
 

A new program starting 23  April – Surrey Hills Family History Support Group 
Are you a keen family historian or maybe think you’d like 
to be one? Surrey Hills Historical Society is starting a new 
service aimed at helping beginners and experienced 
researchers alike. It’s not just aimed at assisting with 
genealogical research, although we have subscriptions to 
many useful programs which you can access. These 
include Ancestry.com; My Heritage; Find My Past and The 
Genealogist, as well of course as the many resources 
within our own collection. The program will also offer 
practical advice on how to care for your family photos, 
treasures and memorabilia and from time to time we will 
have guest presenters, including people who have 
successfully published their research either as photo 
books for family members or as more formal histories. 
 
When: 1st & 3rd Wednesdays of each month, 2-4pm. 
The first session will be held on 23rd April. 
Where: The Maling Heritage Centre, 190A Canterbury 
Road, Canterbury. 
Cost: $5.00 per session, includes light refreshments. 
Email us at shhistory3127@gmail.com for enquiries or to 
express your interest. 

 

Open Day – Saturday 17 May, 10.30am-1.30pm 
It is a year since we moved into the Maling Heritage Centre and next month there will be another Open 
Day for the whole Canterbury Community Precinct. We will again be showcasing some of the ways in which 
we support the community and preserve the history of the area. Aspects of the collection will be on 
display. We will need volunteers to assist on the day. Please contact Sue or Alison if you can help for a 
couple of hours. 

    
A couple of images from Open Day 2024 
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Trivia Night – Friday 27 June, 8pm 
We thank Graham O’Rourke who has agreed to again be the quiz master at our major fundraiser for 2025. 
The Chandler Room at the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre has been booked and we can accommodate 
8 tables of 8 or 10 people. Bring your own snacks, but drinks (beer, wine and soft drinks) will be available 
for purchase from the bar.  
Tickets cost $20.00 per person and can be booked now through: 
https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1377375 
Your ticket includes a complimentary light supper of tea or coffee and a tasty slice. Join with friends to 
make up a table. If you don't have enough for a whole table, we will allocate you to a table. Let us know if 
you have a preference for who you wish to sit with by emailing us at shhistory3127@gmail.com 
Our previous Trivia Night was a great evening - please come and help us make this one even better! And 
needless to say, there will be a raffle!  Contact us if you are able to donate any appropriate goods or 
vouchers.  
 

AGM and membership renewal 
Our AGM will be held in conjunction with our April meeting. You will already have received notification of 
this by email. You are reminded that Surrey Hills Historical Society operates on the basis of a calendar for 
membership. Subscriptions for 2025 are now overdue. Thank you to all those who have renewed their 
membership. To remain a viable and vibrant organisation we need a strong membership and a committed, 
enthusiastic group of volunteers. As well as the benefits you are already aware of, as a member 
organisation of the RHSV, our individual members are entitled to access the RHSV collection and attend 
any of their events. 
 
Membership fees remain the same as in 2024. Single - $25.00; Family - $35.00; Newsletter only - $15.00. 
Bring cash or card to our next meeting or transfer your membership fee directly into our account: 
Bank: Bendigo Bank 
BSB: 633 000 
Account number: 136941911  

 
Cash for cans – Victoria’s Container Deposit Scheme 
This scheme has steadily netted the Society over $200.00 over the last year. Saving eligible cans and 
bottles is an easy way to ensure these items are appropriately recycled and to also generate some funds 
for the Society. Look for the 10c mark on the drink container label. It is often located near the barcode. The 
nearest businesses that accept over-the-counter deposits are: 

• Mont Albert Newsagency at 42 Hamilton Street, Mont Albert 

• TJ & Anna's Freshmart at 86 Maling Road, Canterbury 

• J&J Grocery World 424B Station Street, Box Hill. 
If you can’t get to one of these places, Yvonne Bowyer has kindly offered to collect then from you or your 
neighbours. She can be contacted on ycbowyer@hotmail.com 

 

Mystery photo – can you identify it? 
This photo came to us recently via Hawthorn Historical Society 
(HHS). It was part of historian Gwen Williams’ local history 
collection, which has been donated to HHS. The caption on the 
back reads: “Coogan’s house / in street between Mont A & 
Cant Rd ?”  
 
Do you recognize the house or the name ‘Coogan’? The photo 
could have been taken in Surrey Hills, Mont Albert, Canterbury 
or even Balwyn. 

https://www.trybooking.com/events/landing/1377375
mailto:shhistory3127@gmail.com
mailto:ycbowyer@hotmail.com
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Where do we sit electorally, extending our profile … and hence visits from our 
local politicians 
 

 
Paul Hamer’s visit, 22 July 2024 

 

 
Monique Ryan’s visit, 5 September 2024 

 

 
Jess Wilson’s visit, 24 February 2025  

Thursday 4 April 2024 was the first day that we had 
access to the Maling Heritage Centre. From 
unpacking the boxes to the Centre now being set up 
and operating as we had hoped, it’s been a huge 
year and one part of this has been engaging with 
our local politicians.  
 
We have invited, and had visits, from all of our local 
Councillors, current State MPs and Federal 
politicians. Of course, for a historical society like 
ours, engaging with our politicians is not a party-
political activity, it’s about building a relationship 
which is mutually beneficial. It’s important that our 
politicians know where we are and what we do and 
community groups like ours provide one of many 
useful conduits for politicians to connect with their 
electorates / communities. 

 
Additional to this is that there are some cases 
where we may need to apply through a politician 
for grant funding.  The recent Federal 2024–25 
Volunteer Grant is one example applied for through 
Monique Ryan’s Kooyong office. We also 
occasionally need our politicians to advocate for us 
and the wider community on matters of heritage 
and its protection. In recent times historical 
societies have successfully lobbied through their 
politicians for the retention of federal funding for 
Trove and, at state level, for the continued funding 
of the community history awards.  
 
Historically, from the beginning, in relation to local 
government, Surrey Hills / Mont Albert (3127) has 
been divided. Road boards as the earliest form of 
local government had the responsibility for building 
and maintaining local roads and bridges and 
financing them through rates levied on landowners. 
For the first decade or so, 3127 fell under the 
Boroondara Roads Board, formed in 1856 or the 
Nunawading Roads Board, formed in 1857. After 
the Road Boards became the Shires, with added 
responsibilities including the management of 
pounds, thistles and dogs, and licenses for 
abattoirs, publicans, brewer's and spirit merchants. 
The Shire of Boroondara formed in 1871 and Shire 
of Nunawading formed in 1872 and during this 
period of local government Surrey Hills / Mont  
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John Pesuto’s visit, 7 March 2025 

 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Printing: Courtesy of Jess Wilson MP, State Member for Kew. 12 Parkhill Road, Kew, 3101 (03) 9853 2999| 
Jess.Wilson.MP@parliament.vic.gov.au| new.parliament.vic.gov.au/members/jess-wilson/ 

Albert (3127) was again divided between the two 
entities.  And so it continued - between the City of 
Camberwell, formed in 1914 and the City of Box 
Hill, formed in 1925 and then since 1994 between 
the City of Boroondara and the City of Whitehorse. 
 
Electoral boundaries at state and federal level have 
seen many re-drawings of the boundaries. 
Currently, at State level, parts of Surrey Hills / Mont 
Albert (3127) are within 3 electorates – Box Hill 
represented by Paul Hamer, Hawthorn represented 
by John Pesuto and Kew represented by Jess 
Wilson. With the recent re-drawing of federal 
boundaries for the forthcoming election in May, 
parts of Surrey Hills / Mont Albert (3127) fall within 
Chisholm, Menzies and Kooyong. 
 
We thank our current local members for their 
support in a variety of ways, particularly for 
publicising our activities through their social media 
and other platforms, and through their advocacy on 
matters of heritage significance. Most recently, we 
thank Jess Wilson, State Member for Kew for 
volunteering to print hard copies of our newsletter 
and for acknowledging our work preserving local 
history in the Victorian parliament. 
 
 

 


