Surrey Hills

Historical
Society Inc

Meetings of the Surrey Hills Historical Society
are held on the 3™ Tuesday of the month
(February to November) at 8pm.

Venue: The Heritage Centre, 190A Canterbury
Road, Canterbury, 3126

Supper follows the presentation.

Visitors welcome - $5.00 donation.

Members of the Society are committed to
documenting the history of the area of Mont
Albert and Surrey Hills.

In November 2022, the local history collection
was formally handed over to the Surrey Hills

Historical Society by the Board of Management of

the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre. The
collection has now been moved to the new
Heritage Centre in the Canterbury Gardens. This
facility is shared by SHHS and the Canterbury
History Group.

For the next few weeks, volunteers continue to
work on unpacking the collection, following
which it will again be opened to the public on
Mondays, 10am-3pm.

Website:
https://surreyhillshistoricalsociety.org.au/

Items and stories from the collection appear on
the Surrey Hills History Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/Surrey-Hills-History-
887879524593056/ and on Victorian Collections
at https://victoriancollections.net.au

Surrey Hills Historical Society committee:
President: Sue Barnett
Vice-President: Euan Walmsley
Secretary: Max Beaton
Treasurer: Alison Dews
General committee: Yvonne Bowyer
Archivist & Newsletter editor: Sue Barnett

Address for postage: The Heritage Centre
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury 3126.

Tuesday 16 April at 8pm

Graeme Davison, AO FAHA FASSA FFAHS
FRHSV, Emeritus Sir John Monash
Distinguished Professor - ‘Memory and
Identity in Family History’

Four centuries of a British-Australian family

FATHER'S
clock

¢

NG RAEME DAVISON

Graeme Davison’s recent book ‘My Grandfather’s Clock’
spans 400 years of his family’s past from the Scottish
borders in the time of Henry VIl to suburban Melbourne in
the 1940s, 50s and 60s.

In some ways the last chapters, where personal memory is
mingled with written sources, present the biggest
challenges. Where does history end and autobiography
begin? How do we set the remarkable experience of the
baby-boomers- the luckiest generation in the history of the
world?-in the long sweep of history?

This thought-provoking presentation will follow our AGM.
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Tuesday 21 May at 8pm
Graham O’Rourke - ‘The Griffins: Marion Mahony and Walter Burley’

This year marks the centenary of the ‘Jefferies House’ at 7 Warwick
Avenue, Surrey Hills. It was built for Julian S Jefferies and designed
by Walter Burley Griffin, so it is timely for us to welcome back
Graham O’Rourke. His presentation will cover an overview of their
work including the Prairie School, Canberra, Griffith and Leeton,
Eaglemont, Castlecrag, Newman College, the Capitol Building,
Lucknow Library and so much more!

It will also touch on their personal and professional relationships,
along with the nagging question: Has Marion’s significance been
undervalued?

REF: Walter Burley Griffin and Marion Mahony, designers of Canberra, 1930;
National Library of Australia nla.obj-136874560

Looking back: School day memories of Chatham Primary School- Graeme Vienet

Graeme was one of 4 Vienet children of Earle
Montague and Norma Lesley Vienet who attended
Chatham Primary School. Dianne started in 1954,
Graeme in 1959, Trevor in 1962 and Barry in 1965.
They also had an older sister Yvonne. The family
lived in Parring Road, having moved from
Camberwell.

Graeme: “l attended Chatham State School, an eight Y oy O P

hundred metre walk from home, from 1959 to 1965. -f”f'f»?rii" oy
The school had an enrolment of about three LA ‘ '
hundred pupils, which included three composite
classes. My class size averaged about 32 students,
ranging between 23 in grade one and 45 in grade two.

Left: Prep class 1959; Right: Grade 6, 1965
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| had two passions whilst at school, sport and the drums. | used to listen to the drum team practise at
lunchtime in the ‘coal shed’ when | was in grade four. | pestered the drum captain so much that he actually
invited me to play in the team at a morning assembly. The following year | became a permanent member
of the drum team and in grade six | was the captain, in addition to being House Captain of Webb.

| used to look forward to morning assemblies, as we played the drums as the assembly broke up and
classes marched their way to their respective classrooms. Another highlight for me was the House
Marching Competition. | can’t remember if it was every Friday, or just one Friday per month. We played for
about half an hour and | enjoyed every minute of it. As a House Captain, | only ever led my house once in
the marching competition, which was on my last day of school when the incumbent drum team took over.

Last day of school, 1965

One of my most memorable times at school was the grade five Kiewa excursion. This was a much
anticipated trip, because it was the one and only trip the school held each year and it was only for grade
five. My sister, Dianne, went on the same trip in 1959 so | knew a little about what to expect, including a
slippery pole in one of the huts for a quick descent from the first to the ground floor.

When our turn came, we boarded a red rattler, with outward swinging doors, at Spencer Street Railway
Station and headed north to Wangaratta, where we switched to a Hoys bus for the one hundred kilometre
journey to the Bon Accord Hospice, at Harrietville.

We had a day trip up to Falls Creek, where we stopped at the underground MacKay Hydroelectric Power
Station on the way up the mountain. We also stopped at the Rocky Valley Dam, where there was still some
snow, although the ski season had ended. For some of the kids, it was the very first time they had seen

3 Surrey Hills Historical Society Newsletter — April-May 2024



snow. On the way to Albury, to catch the Daylight Express to Melbourne, we stopped to watch tobacco
seedlings being planted at a farm near Myrtleford. The highlight of the train trip was eating dinner in the
dining car.”

Recent additions to the collection
Reference books:

The Unforgiving Minute by Graeme Davison, Oxford University Press,
1993
This adds to the titles we hold written by Graeme. It was amongst the

The
Unforglvmg large number of books donated by local resident Dennis Sams, who was
WALV A RS  culling his collection prior to a move.

Apart from this item, Dennis’ interesting cull will help populate our
secondhand book sale to be held later in the year.

How Australia Learned

EElE S At Rest: A history of Box Hill Cemetery by Celestina Sagazio, Box Hill
Cemetery Trust, 2023

Box Hill Cemetery opened in 1873 and this comprehensive history was
commisssioned by the Cemetery Trust to celebrate the cemetery’s 150t
anniversary.

Purchased from Society funds.

ANA Certificate of Membership for William Young.

The Australian Natives Association was one of many
friendly associations that formed in the early years post
Federation. With laudable aims which sought to promote
the moral, social and intellectual advancement of its
members, there were certain aspects of its operation
that today might be seen as prejudiced or politically
incorrect. The Surrey Hills Branch opened on

8 September 1890, and was briefly known as the Mont
Albert Branch 109.

CERTIFICATE of MEMBERSHIP (g ‘

William Frederick Young (1872-1956), a coachbuilder A R A
from Box Hill, joined in July 1907. His father-in-law, R\ . ofbem Kort gt
George Prowlin Gatter and his brother-in-law, James 1\ i
George Gatter were also members. William was the
branch’s treasurer from January 1909 until June 1912. He
was elected to the Box Hill Cemetery Trust in November
1915 as a representative of the Presbyterian
denomination and served on the trust for 40 years.

A detailed history of the Surrey Hills ANA is found in the
publication ‘Surrey Hills’ Friendly Societies’ by Ken James.

Certificate donated by Margaret Wood, granddaughter of William Young.
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Our collection has moved!

We're in! After only three days of unpacking, the interior of 190A Canterbury Road is beginning to look like
a well-organised facility with wonderful storage for the collection, ample space for volunteers to work and
for community members to conduct research. Thanks to Alison and Phillip Dews, Euan Walmsley, Susan
Johns, Simon Potter, Kay Ozanne, Malcolm Barnett, Phillip Widmer, Wally and Ruthie Scharley for their
help this week and to those who will mop up and refine everything next week. We look forward to holding
our AGM and first General Meeting in the facility’s meeting room on 16 April.
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ANZAC DAY 2024
The tributes given by local students participating in this year’s service will feature the words of servicemen
taken sources including their letters, post cards and service records.

As has become the custom, those attending will be offered sprigs of rosemary as tokens of remembrance.
The ANZAC Day Committee has appealed to the community to leave freshly-cut 10 cm sprigs at the Cottage
in the Surrey Gardens on 23™ or 24™" April.
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IN THEIR WORDS

YOU ARE INVITED TO ATTEND THE ANNUAL

SURREY HILLS ANZAC DAY DAWN SERVICE

THE SHRINE, SURREY GARDENS, ASSEMBLE AT 5:45AM
88-90 UNION ROAD, SURREY HILLS FOR 6:00AM START

PRE-ARRANGED PRIORITY SEATING IS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST.
APPLY BY EMAIL TO shpa3127@gmail.com

%‘A'}'v Surrey Hills
") Historical Rotary + NAVY HEALTH gpd.
Club of Mont Albert GEORGE PETAON BESIGH

Society Inc¢ & Surrey Hills
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Box Hill Cemetery Tour - Sunday 26 May, 2-4pm - “Interesting Graves & their
Symbolism”

Anyone who has walked through Box Hill or any other cemetery will
have noticed memorials which immediately stand out. We can
make speculative interpretations of some of the more obvious
symbols used — for example an hourglass on its side, symbolising
that time has stopped for the deceased. The symbols are
interesting in themselves and through them perhaps we can learn
something about the deceased person, or those who wished to
remember them, and whilst we can’t speak to any of these people,
there are many symbols that have commonly accepted meanings
through their repeated use. Come and explore memorial symbolism
and some of the more unusual memorials in Box Hill Cemetery with
tour guides Sue Barnett and John Barnao.

Meet at the Cemetery Office in the centre of the cemetery 10
minutes before the scheduled start.

Bookings can be made online through Trybooking -
https://www.trybooking.com/CQUUYV or by contacting Sue on 0417 368990.

Cost: $20.00; discount for members of Box Hill and Surrey Hills Historical Societies is $15.00.

Association of Eastern Historical Societies 2024 Conference - Saturday 29 June,
9am-5pm

‘The Value of Local History - Into the Future’

Speakers include:

. Bryan Kalms — Keynote

. Richard Broome

o Anthony McAleer

o Rosalie Triolo

. Janice Newton

o John Peterson

. Graeme Davison

o Val Polley

. Patrick Ferry — National Archives of Australia
o David Taylor — Public Record Office of Victoria
o Kitty Owens — Yarra Ranges Regional Museum
. Christine Barker Byrnes / Chris Byrnes - Malmsbury Historical Society
o Jackie Fraser - Victorian Collections.

Venue: Lilydale Lakeside Conference Centre, 1 Jarlo Drive, Lilydale
Tickets $55 pp (lunch included)

For more information: associationofeasternhistorical@gmail.com
To book: https://www.trybooking.com/CQJSC

A vital topic for all local history societies to address and with such an impressive group of speakers, this will be a
most worthwhile and interesting day. We encourage members to attend.
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