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Meetings of the Surrey Hills Historical Society 
are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month 
(February to November) at 8pm. 
 

Venue: The Maling Heritage Centre,  
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury, 3126 
Supper follows the presentation. 
Visitors welcome - $5.00 donation. 
 
Members of the Society are committed to 
documenting the history of the area of Mont 
Albert and Surrey Hills.  
 
In November 2022, the local history collection 
was formally handed over to the Surrey Hills 
Historical Society by the Board of Management of 
the Surrey Hills Neighbourhood Centre. After a 
period in storage, the collection has now been 
moved to the Maling Heritage Centre in the 
Canterbury Gardens. This facility is shared by 
SHHS and the Canterbury History Group.  
 
We welcome visitors on Mondays, 10am-3pm or 
by appointment. 
 

Website: 
https://surreyhillshistoricalsociety.org.au/ 
 
Items and stories from the collection appear on 
the Surrey Hills History Facebook at 
https://www.facebook.com/Surrey-Hills-History-
887879524593056/ and on Victorian Collections 
at https://victoriancollections.net.au 
 

Surrey Hills Historical Society committee: 
President: Sue Barnett 

Vice-President: Euan Walmsley 
Secretary: Max Beaton 
Treasurer: Alison Dews 

General committee: Yvonne Bowyer and Malcolm 
Barnett 

Archivist & Newsletter editor: Sue Barnett 
 

Address for postage: The Maling Heritage Centre 
190A Canterbury Road, Canterbury 3126. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Welcome to 2025 and a year of wonderful 
speakers, new initiatives, outings and our 
postponed trivia night! 
 
We start the year with a presentation from Sally Diserio – a 
well-known member of the Calligraphy Society of Victoria. 
The Society was established in 1981 and is a non-profit 
group of calligraphers, lettering artists and people who 
share a love of lettering. As well as hearing from Sally, there 
will be a display of some of the society’s members’ works 
and the chance to try your hand at the ‘art of the letter’. 
 

Tuesday 18 February at 8pm - Sally Diserio: 
‘Calligraphy - The Story of Writing from Past 
to Present and Beyond’ 
 

                
      A example of Sally’s work 

 
Sally’s presentation will provide an insight into the history of 
writing - where our writing began and how it morphed into 
the letters we know today. From reeds and papyrus, stone 
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and chisel, quill and vellum to the movable type of the printing press, the progress of the written word 
over the centuries is a fascinating story. Calligraphers have been a part of this story in varying degrees of 
importance as time has passed, but modern calligraphers are more than just scribes. They are artists with 
the ability to take the letterform to previously unimagined horizons. 
 

General meeting - Tuesday 18 March at 8pm: Professor Richard Broome – ‘The 
Power of Place. The Story of Melbourne’s Lanes’.  

Last year the RHSV (in partnership with the State 
Library of Victoria) published ‘The Story of 
Melbourne’s Lanes: Essential but Unplanned’ with 
contributing authors Weston Bate, Richard Broome, 
Nicole Davis, Andrew J. May and Helen Stitt.  
 

If the title sounds familiar, you may be fortunate to 
hold a copy of ‘Essential but Unplanned. The Story of 
Melbourne’s Lanes’ by historian (the late) Weston 
Bate. Published in 1994, it is long out-of-print. The 
new book is more than double the size of the original 
publication with extra chapters to bring the story of 
Melbourne’s lanes up-to-date. It is lavishly illustrated 
with photos – both contemporary and historical, 

colour and black-and-white and comprehensive indices. 
 

We are fortunate to have Richard Broome to speak to us about the book and the story of Melbourne’s 
lanes, famed at times as places of crime, prostitution, opium dens, racial ghettoes, hidden pearls 
containing elegant arcades, and, today, as prized urban spaces. Members of the Canterbury History Group 
have been invited to join us. 
 

Richard will have copies of the book with him. Please bring along cash if you think you may be tempted to 
buy a copy. The price is $50.00. 
 

Special event:  
International Women’s Day Afternoon Tea, Friday 7 March, 2.30-4.30pm. 
 

 
Above: Ellen Staig, Fanny Golding, Patricia Kallis 

 
Just as the Royal Australian Historical Society and the RHSV celebrate March as Women’s History Month by 
highlighting women who have contributed to our shared history in various and meaningful ways, so we will 
acknowledge women from our area whose contributions have made a difference. These include Dorothy 
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Gleadall, a profile of whom is included in this newsletter. We will also be making presentations to two 
significant senior women from our community. 
 
We will have two speakers - Helen Harris OAM, Secretary and Archivist with Box Hill Historical Society and 
Sarah Cruze, both of whom are professional historians. Helen will speak on the role of women in local 
government. She is well versed in this subject.  Her book The Right to Vote; The Right to Stand, was 
launched as part of centenary celebrations on 6 November 2014.  It was awarded a Commendation in the 
2015 Local History Awards. Sarah is a younger historian who holds a PhD in history from the University of 
Melbourne. She has lived with her family in Ashburton since 2009. Her most recent published work is 
Ashburton Stories: A history of the Melbourne suburb.  Sarah will speak on the importance of women 
recording their life stories. 
 
This is a free event, but donations are encouraged and will be forwarded to the Asylum Seekers Resource 
Centre to support their Women’s Empowerment program. 
 
Afternoon tea will follow the formal part of the event. Numbers are limited, so bookings are essential. 
Please book through TryBooking by logging on to https://www.trybooking.com/CYNHT 

 
History in the wider community –  
Surrey Hills Uniting Church – Closing Service Sunday 16th March 2pm 
Further to the article in our last newsletter, most readers would be aware that the Surrey Hills Uniting 
Church congregation has amalgamated with Koonung Heights Uniting congregation and that the church 
property on Canterbury Road has been sold. The purchaser is another church group. 
 
The Closing Service as the Surrey Hills Uniting Church will take place on Sunday 16th March at 2pm. 
Interested members of the community are welcome to attend the service and the afternoon tea that will 
be held at its conclusion. To assist with catering, you are asked to RSVP to the Church Secretary, Annabel 
McCooke on 0428 974 836. 

 
SHP0657 – The church on the corner of Canterbury Road and Valonia Avenue, c1918 

 
 

NOTE: Errata from the previous article – The beautiful window in memory of 
Jock Midolo, Ted Crabtree, Jack Bird and Malcolm Graydon is known as the 
David window, not the St David window. 
  

 
 

 

https://www.trybooking.com/CYNHT
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Dorothy Gleadall – a life of musical enrichment (1897-1985) – Sue Barnett 
 

Personal life: Dorothy was born in Prahran on 14 February 
1897; she died in St George’s Hospital on 6 May 1985. She 
was the eldest of six children of William Drury Gleadall and 
Amy Harriette Paton and she lived in Surrey Hills for most of 
her life, in a number of homes.  
 
The Gleadall family moved from Brighton to Surrey Hills 
between 1907 and 1909; the electoral roll of 1909 records 
the family living in Windsor Crescent with William recorded 
as an accountant. 1 Whilst Dorothy and siblings Alan, Mary 
(Molly), Frank and Amy were born in Brighton, her youngest 
sister Sadie was born at midwife Miss Lucy Musselwhite’s 
Nethercourt Private Hospital at 11 Wilson Street, Surrey Hills 
in May 1913. She was only two years old when William died 
in 1915 at the age of fifty. 
 
Readers may recall that young Dorothy was one of the 
students who wrote to ‘Patience’ of the Australasian 
newspaper. 2 From her letters, written when she was twelve, 
it is confirmed that the family had recently moved, that she 
was a keen collector of post cards 3, was creatively making 

items for the school’s fete and participating in some sort of 
gymnastics extra-curriclar activitiy. Frustratingly, there is 
nothing in these letters to suggest which schools she 
attended. Given the location of Windsor Crescent, I had 

thought of Ormiston, but it has been confirmed that this was probably not the case. 4 
 
Following the death of William Gleadall in 1915, the 1919 electoral roll shows that Amy and her children 
moved from Windsor Crescent. There are entries for Barton Street and ‘Loch Lomond’ at 301 Mont Albert 
Road. 5 Through the electoral roll entries and the personal notices accessed via Trove, other glimpses of 
the Gleadall’s family life can be traced. Brother Alan died in early 1927, aged twenty-seven; sister Mary 
(Mollie) was engaged the following year; Dorothy underwent a serious operation in December 1935 and 
sister Sadie was engaged in January 1937. The Mont Albert Road property would become home to Sadie 
and her husband Stanislaw Bronislow Stefan de Tarczynski, son of Stanislaw Victor de Tarczynski. They 
married in 1937 at the Collins Street Independent Church. In c1940 Dorothy moved to 456A Whitehorse 
Road on the corner of Ross Street. It would remain her home for the rest of her life. Here, in addition to 
her positions on the staff of private schools, Dorothy taught numerous private students. It was here too 

 
1 The family lived at No 3 Windsor Crescent; later occupied by Dr Robert Forsyth. It was demolished in December 1987 and 
replaced by units.  
The article published in Carey Grammar’s magazine, The Torch Winter 2022, written by Archivist Helen Wolff, describes her 
father as an opera singer and her mother as a pianist.   
2 See SHHS newsletter August-September 2024 the for transcript of two of her letters. 
3 “I have 118 postcards, nearly all from America. I think they are very nice ones. I have two albums: one I got for a prize at the 
other school – it was for French – and the other for my birthday.” 
4 Personal communication from Jennifer Elder, 27 January 2025: “Dorothy was not at Ormiston as far as I know.   If she was the 
Dorothy Gleadall, daughter of William Drury Gleadall and Amy (nee Paton), I have two of her sisters on my general database …   
 Amy Winifred attended Fintona (left 1924 - History of Fintona / Chilvers) and Sadie Jean was at PLC (Exam results, Argus 
23.4.1931).  Jennifer Elder is an authority on early girls’ schools and Victorian women teachers. 
5 The 301 Mont Albert Road is on the corner of Barton Street, so these may well be the same property.  

Dorothy Gleadall on her wedding day, courtesy of 
Carey Grammar Archives and Robert Craven 
(copyright owner) 
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that she lived briefly with Rev Henry Charles Matthew, whom she married in 1952 at the Independent 
Church, Collins Street when she was 55 years old. Sadly, Henry died a few months later. 
 

 
456A Whitehorse Road, Surrey Hills – part of a duplex built c1940; Dorothy’s sister Sadie lived in the off-set pair from c1960. 

https://www.realestate.com.au/property/456a-whitehorse-rd-surrey-hills-vic-3127/ 
 

Musical life: According to Helen Wolff, Archivist at Carey Grammar, Dorothy showed musical talent early 
and trained at Melbourne University's Conservatorium. Earlier teachers are not known, but there was a 
strong musical culture in Surrey Hills in the early 20th century. There were a number of brass bands formed 
between 1888 and 1920; operatic identities tenor Leandro Coy and Guilia Tambourini lived locally and in 
their later years performed  and / or taught locally. 6 Their son Hannibal was principal violinist at His 
Majesty’s Theatre and also taught privately. Ada McBeath ran the successful Box Hill and Surrey Hills 
College of Music, providing tuition in organ and piano. There were numerous church choirs, but also a 
Surrey Hills District Choral Society, a Surrey Hills Musical Club and a Surrey Hills Operatic Society. The 
Surrey Hills Musical Club was formed by  Stan and Harold Sydserff and violinist Percy Pledger. Joseph 
Sutton Crow (1881-1969) and his wife, the former lyric soprano Winifred (Jessie) Temby, lived in Mont 
Albert from 1924. He taught both piano and organ and was organist and choirmaster in several churches, 
but became best known as a fine administrator - as Secretary and Assistant Director of the Conservatorium 
of Music, Secretary of the Australian Music Examinations Board and Manager of the Melbourne Symphony 
Orchestra. His close musical contemporaries were violinist Stanislaw de Tarczynski 7and pianist Edward 
Goll, both of whom lived in Mont Albert. 
 
There were a number of combined productions of the Surrey Hills Musical Club and the Surrey Hills 
Dramatic Society. Soloists were engaged for these and although evidence has not been found to suggest 
that Dorothy was a regular member, she was certainly engaged as a soloist, as was Margaret Schofield, 
who was one of Dorothy’s pupils. 8 We also know that Dorothy taught at Ada McBeath’s Box Hill and Surrey 
Hills College of Music where, in 1917, her sister Amy was one of her pupils. 9 Alice Coy, the daughter of 
Guila and Leandro Coy was also on the staff.  

 
6 Leandro Coy died in 1911, but his wife Guilia lived another eight years. 
7 ADB - Born in Warsaw, Stanislaw Victor de Tarczynski arrived in Australia in 1912, initially as a tourist, but the outbreak of war 
meant that he couldn’t return to Poland. On arrival he had 3 passports as Poland did not exist from 1797 till 1918. The 3 
passports he had where Russian, German and French. The immigration department accepted the French Passport in which his 
name was written as de Tarczynski.  He initially played violin in theatres in Melbourne, and later taught at the University of 
Melbourne’s Conservatorium of Music and was later leader of the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra and from 1936 led 
the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra. He was regarded as one of the best teachers of violin in Australia. 
8 Argus, 10 October 1931: CLEVER YOUNG PIANIST. Miss Margaret Schofield. daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. J. A. Schofield, St. 
Mark's Vicarage, Camberwell, and a pupil of Miss Dorothy Gleadall, gained Grade I. honours for pianoforte at the recent 
examinations conducted by the University Conservatorium on behalf of the Australian Music Examinations Board. She is aged 
only 12 years.  
9 BHR 7 Dec 1917, p3. “Miss Dorothy Gleadall's pupils.-University: Grade V., Amy Gleadall (honors), Isobel Carter, (honors), 
Charles Biggs; theory, Amy Gleadall, Isobel Carter; Grade VI., Marjorie Brazier, Marjorie Maxted, Helen Turner.” 

https://www.realestate.com.au/property/456a-whitehorse-rd-surrey-hills-vic-3127/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne_Symphony_Orchestra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Adelaide_Symphony_Orchestra
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Again, according to Helen Woolf, Dorothy’s first teaching was at a small school called St. Andrew's in 
Brighton. Her career at Carey began in 1922  when she was invited to teach piano when the school opened 
in February 1923. Dorothy was present at the School's very first assembly. 10  
 
Articles on Trove also provide some details about Dorothy’s musical career. From at least 1932, she was on 
the staff of St Mark’s Church of England Girls Grammar School, Camberwell.11 She was probably also on the 
staff of PLC by this time, 12 and teaching privately, so by 1936, she was well-known as a teacher of 
pianoforte. 
 
As well as teaching Margaret Schofield, Dorothy also taught Shirley Paton who was awarded the 1936 
overseas scholarship of the Trinity College of Music, London. This was a prestigious award and Dorothy 
accompanied Shirley to London. 13 Dorothy was abroad for six months and during her time in London she 
attended a dinner at the Overseas Club given in honor of Miss Mary Neilson, the incoming and first woman 
Principal of Presbyterian Ladies' College, East Melbourne (PLC). A brief article noting the dinner, describes 
Dorothy as on the staff of the school. 14 
 
Dorothy returned to Melbourne in early 1938 and was appointed to the staff of the Albert Street 
Conservatorium of Music as chief study teacher of pianoforte, harmony, and counterpoint. This 
appointment was in addition to her positions at PLC, St. Mark's, Camberwell, and Carey Grammar School. 15 
 
Dorothy’s career at Carey spanned a record of 54 years during which she taught many Carey students. 
Although diminutive, Dorothy made quite an entrance when she arrived at school – “her enormous, blue 
Studebaker Lark, for which a place in the drive always had to be kept, and out of which every morning 
stepped a slight figure carrying an armful of books and hurrying off to work.” 16 She retired in 1976. 

 
My thanks to Helen Wolff, Arhivist at Carey 
Grammar, Robert Craven and Jennifer Elder for 
their assistance in compiling this article. 
 
Sources from our collection: 
Alan Holt property registers 
Ken James’ books ‘Ada McBeath’s Box Hill and 
Surrey Hills College of Music, 1910-1925’ (2024) 
and ‘A history of Surrey Hills’ sporting clubs and 
cultural groups.’ (2018) 
 
  

Miss Gleadall with her car, a Studebaker Lark, 13 February 1973 – Courtesy of Carey Grammar Archives 

 
10 https://archives.carey.com.au/nodes/view/571; ‘Carey’s first lady of music …’ by Helen Wolff, Torch Winter 2022. 
11 Herald 14 December 1932: She awarded prizes for music, harmony and pianoforte.  
12 PLC Archives do not have specific detail regarding her time as a teacher at the school. 
13 Herald, 27 February 1937 - Miss Paton is a daughter of Mr and Mrs W. S. Paton, of Mitcham. She was first taught by her 
mother, who is an accomplished pianist, and at the age of 12 won a scholarship which entitled her to one year's free tuition 
from Miss Gleadall. Continuing under Miss Gleadall, she gained all University grades with honors, and also the Associate Diploma 
of Trinity College and gold medal when she was awarded the highest marks ever given by Dr. Ford, the examiner. Last year she 
became a Licentiate of the Royal Schools of Music, London, and won the Francis Osborne scholarship. The examiner then was 
Professor Michael Head. He was so impressed by her capabilities that he advised her to go to London at the earliest opportunity. 
Accordingly, she sat in December for the scholarship she has now won. 
Further research is required to establish whether or not there was a link between Shirley’s family and that of Dorothy’s mother, 
Amy Gleadall, nee Paton. 
14 Argus, 20 November 1937; Argus, 11 January 1938. 
15 Women’s Weekly, 22 January 1938 
16 https://archives.carey.com.au/nodes/view/571; ‘Carey’s first lady of music …’ by Helen Wolff, Torch Winter 2022. 

https://archives.carey.com.au/nodes/view/571
https://archives.carey.com.au/nodes/view/571


7 Surrey Hills Historical Society Newsletter – February-March 2025 

COVID-19 Five Years on 
The first confirmed case of COVID-19 in the state of Victoria was also the first in Australia. It was identified 
on 19 January 2020, when a man from Wuhan arrived by plane from Guangdong, China; test results on 25 
January confirmed he had COVID-19. Melbourne went on to have six lockdowns, totalling 262 days. The 
first lockdown commenced on 26 March. Five years on, the virus is still around, but we live with it. Fewer 
people wear masks; there are no daily statistics reminding us of deaths, morbity and potential danger. How 
many years before we forget about how it dominated our lives? 
 
We have a small collection of photos taken during the COVID-19 years, during which there were significant 
changes in the way we lived. We’d be grateful to receive additional photos you may have taken to further 
document this period in our contemporary history collection and any reflective thoughts on how COVID-19 
affected you and your family. 

 

 

 
     

Membership renewal 
You are reminded that subscriptions for 2025 are now due. To remain a viable and vibrant organisation we 
need a strong membership and a commited, enthusiastic group of volunteers. As well as the benefits you 
are already aware of, as a member organisation of the RHSV, our individual members are entitled to access 
the RHSV collection and attend any of their events. 
 
Membership fees remain the same as in 2024. Single - $25.00; Family - $35.00; Newsletter only - $15.00. 
Bring cash or card to our first meeting or transfer your membership fee directly into our account: 
Bank: Bandigo Bank 
BSB: 033 000 
Account number: 136941911  
Don’t forget to include your name in the transfer. 
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Interesting local post cards from the RHSV Collection: 
Have you seen these images before? If you happen to see a copy on your travels, we’d love a copy for our 
collection. 
 

 
RHSV PC-0735: Surrey Hills, c. 1910 – I wonder who the woman and children are?  

Can you make out the rotunda in the gardens, Hansen’s Terrace, the Surrey Hotel?  
Where do you place the house in the foreground? 

 

 
RHSV PC-0733, Surrey Hills, c1920 – Must be George Rea or Arthur Lyons cab waiting at the station for a fare;  

no shop on the corner of Bedford Avenue. 
 


