Surrey Hills

Historical
Society Inc

Meetings of the Surrey Hills Historical Society
are held on the 3™ Tuesday of the month
(February to November) at 8pm.

Venue: Chandler Room of the Surrey Hills
Neighbourhood Centre at 157 Union Road,
Surrey Hills.

Supper follows the presentation.

Visitors welcome - $5.00 donation.
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Members of the Society and others are
committed to documenting the history of the
area of Mont Albert and Surrey Hills. The local

Surrey Hills Historical Society Inc
Newsletter: February 2024

Tuesday 20 February: ‘It started with a database’,
Libby Wilson, Secretary of the Canterbury History
Group

Libby has become something of an authority on where and
how to research Huguenot forebears. Her 8 times great-
grandfather was Daniel Collot d’Escury, who fled France for
Switzerland in 1685. In search of his story, Libby joined the
Huguenot Society of Australia and has made trips to France
to discover more about her French Protestant ancestors.

history collection has been formally handed over
to the Surrey Hills Historical Society by the Board
of Management of the Surrey Hills
Neighbourhood Centre. It is anticipated that early
in 2024 the collection will be moved to the new
Heritage Centre in the Canterbury Gardens. This
will be shared by SHHS and the Canterbury
History Group. Volunteers continue to work on
the collection for the next few weeks on
Mondays, 10am-3pm.

Manoir de la Touche at Cheillé-Azay le Rideau
was the d’Escury estate left behind when the family fled.

Items and stories from the collection appear on Today it's a B&B and one can stay there.

the Surrey Hills History Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/Surrey-Hills-History-
887879524593056/ and on Victorian Collections
at https://victoriancollections.net.au

L: Family history ‘gold’ - a
page of Daniel Collot
d’Escury’s journal written
in January 1686 after the
family arrived in Basel.
Daniel’s son Henri later
added his story to the
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Tuesday 19 March: ‘The printer and the painter’ - Elizabeth Yewers, President of the Hawthorn
Historical Society

Elizabeth’s presentation also touches on an aspect of her family history. In
her case, correspondence between her grandfather James Beveridge, a
Scottish-born printer, and painter William Dargie was the basis for her
exploration of the connection between these two Boroondara residents
and Australia’s 1954 official portrait of the late Queen Elizabeth II.

More about letters — something to consider:

Did the number of Christmas cards you received last year drop
significantly? Do you still receive any personal letters? When you do,
chances are that it’s the letter in the mail that it will be the first thing you
open. Do you have a letter, postcard or note that you have kept that has
special significance? Letters will be the focus at the May meeting .

Recent additions to the collection

Portrait photo of Dr Norman Rose donated by his daughter, Sue Cavell

The name Dr Norman Rose will be familiar to those with a knowledge of the history of the Surrey Hills
Medical Centre. Dr Rose worked there as a General Practitioner / Anaesthetist for 50 years — and thus had
a significant role in and influence on this community.

Norman was the son of Maurice Rose (1889-
1963) and Gertrude nee Gordon (1891-1972)
and was born in Birkenhead, Cheshire, UK, on
15 September 1916. Norman had an older
sister, Irene. As with many migrant families,
Maurice departed from London for Melbourne
on 27 October 1927 on the ‘Ballarat’ ahead of
his family, who sailed on the ‘Bendigo’ on

8 May, 1928. ! Norman was 12 years old. The
family lived in a number of locations including
St Kilda, Balaclava and later Elwood. In the UK,
electoral entries list Maurice as a hosier or
outfitter; here he is listed as a traveller or
manager. The family believe he worked at
Henry Bucks as a ‘gentleman’s outfitter’.

Norman attended Wesley College, following
which he enrolled at the University of
Melbourne, where he studied medicine,
graduating MB BS in 1939. For unknown
reasons, post-graduation Norman moved to
Perth in March 1940. The move changed the
course of his life. It was at the Fremantle
General Hospital that he met his future wife
and began training in anaesthetics.

1 passenger Lists Leaving UK 1890-1960, findmypast (http://www.findmypast.co.uk)
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When World War 2 was declared, Norman enlisted in the army. 2 He was attached to the 2/13th Field
Ambulance (AIF). 3 This unit was formed in Northam, 97 kilometres east-northeast of Perth in November
1940. It moved to the Middle East via Bombay in February 1941 and established an Advanced Dressing
Station at Amiriya, west of Alexandria, where the wounded returning from Greece and Crete were treated.
In June the same year, the unit moved to Nazareth in Palestine to support the invasion of Vichy French
Syria. When war in the Pacific broke out, the 1st Australian Corps was recalled to Australia, and the 2/13th
Australian Field Ambulance left the Middle East in March 1942 for Fremantle via South Africa. It was
moved around the country until May 1944 when it moved to Wongabel in Queensland to join the 1st
Australian Corps preparing for action in Borneo.* It was while he was in the army that Norman honed his
training as an anaesthetist and while back in Perth on leave in 1944, that Norman married Helen Beatrice
(Betty) Mackie.

Upon their return to Melbourne after the end of the war, Norman completed hospital rotations as a
Resident Medical Officer at the Alfred Hospital (1946-1947) and at the Royal Women'’s Hospital in 1948.

Norman was a close friend of Dr Bill Vorrath, > which no doubt explains how he came to join the Surrey
Hills Medical Centre in either 1948 or 1949. Bill had not been a member of the practice for long, having
joined Dr Langley Carrington after the war. Bill and Norman had much in common and their families were
close. Bill was 5 years older than Norman, but had grown up in a similar part of Melbourne. His father was
an upholsterer in Commercial Road, Prahran © and his grandfather, also an upholsterer, had migrated from
Hamburg, Germany. Bill was educated at Caulfield Grammar and got a scholarship to study medicine at the
University of Melbourne. He graduated MB BS with a Doctorate in toxemia in pregnancy and later became
a specialist Obstetrician & Gynaecologist. He too served in WW?2 - in the RAAF as a Squadron Leader in
northern Australia and Borneo. Both doctors lived for a time in Guildford Road, next to the practice and
later in Balwyn. Both had 3 children, each a daughter and 2 sons and both had children who followed them
into medicine.

Other doctors who subsequently joined the practice during the time that Dr Rose was a partner included
Dr John Willmott Bennett, physician who joined in 1953, followed by Dr James Hindhaugh, Mr Russell
Jones, Dr Felix Favaloro, Dr Danny Traum, Dr Tony Krins, Dr Adrian Dabscheck and Dr Malcolm Barnett. The
practice was unusual, not only for the length of its history, but also for the mix of the partners’ specialties.

Although technically a General Practitioner, Dr Rose focused on Anaesthetics. He was often on call for the
Emergency Department at Box Hill Hospital and he also taught many students how to administer an
epidural. In 1972, under the so-called ‘Grandfather Clause’, he was registered as a Specialist Practitioner in
Anaesthesia. Dr Rose’s long service to Box Hill Hospital was recognised with the award of Life Governorship
of the Hospital in 1978.

Dr Rose married for a second time after his first wife Betty died in 1997. He retired in 1998 or 1999 and
died in 2010 in his 94th year.

With thanks to Sue Cavell, Dr Rose’s daughter and Alan Vorrath, son of Dr Bill Vorrath.

2 Service number Wx11118

3 An account of their history — ‘Medics at War — An Abridged History and Anecdotes of the 2/13th Field Ambulance (AIF) 1940-
1945’ by Len McCarthy was published in 1997.

4 Reference: https://www.birtwistlewiki.com.au/wiki/2/13th Australian Field Ambulance

5 Travis Wilhelm (Bill) Vorrath — 1911-

6 W Vorrath & Sons
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Portrait photo and information regarding Denis Featherstone donated by his
niece, Jennifer Featherstone

Denis Geoffrey Featherstone — seen at left in his official AWM photo and

above with his older siblings.

Denis was born on 22 October 1925, the third and only Australian-born child of Clarence James Solomon
and Constance Mary Penrose (nee Gibbs) Featherstone. Their oldest child Brian Arthur James was born in
Ireland in 1920 and their daughter Margaret Mary (Peggy) was born in London in 1923.

The family emigrated to Australia and came to live at 12 Wilson Street, Surrey Hills. Clarence was a wireless
operator. Denis was educated at nearby Our Holy Redeemer Primary School (1931-1938), St John's Marist
College in Glenferrie (1939-1940) 7 and then earnt his sub-intermediate certificate at Christian Brothers
Parade College in East Melbourne (1940-1942). He enjoyed playing sport, particularly cricket, tennis,
badminton, boxing and golf.8

When World War 2 was declared Denis was still a young lad wearing short pants. His brother Brian was
already in the militia and enrolled in the AIF on 6 November 1939, his 19th birthday.

Perhaps motivated by his father's example, in 1942, when Denis was 17 years old, he attempted to enlist
with the Royal Australian Navy. He was rejected. According to family sources this was due to him having
lost a toe after jumping off a moving tram and having his foot run over. Not to be totally thwarted, Denis
became a member of the Air Training Corps, part of the Royal Australian Air Force Reserve, and went to
work as junior inspector at the aircraft manufacturer, the Commonweatth Aircraft Corporation. In late
1943, less than a week after he turned 18, he was accepted for active service in the Royal Australian Air
Force. Flight sergeant Featherstone received his air gunner's badge in August 1944.

7 A history of the school - St. John's (Marist Brothers) School, Hawthorn, 1925-1976 was published in 1976.
8 Listed on his application to become an air crewman.
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Operating from bases in the Northern Territory No. 24 Squadron flew bombing and anti-shipping strikes
against Japanese forces in the Netherlands East Indies before deploying to Morotai Island and then
Balikpapan.

Between the 1st of May and the 21 July1945, the Australia Corps attacked Japanese forces occupying the
island of Borneo, however on 2 July, Featherstone's B-24 Liberator failed to return from a mission. The
crew were posted as missing, but news was soon received that the aircraft had been seen to crash near
Balikpapan after being hit by anti-aircraft fire.

EXTRACT FROM THE OPERATIONS RECORD BOKK

2.7.45 Flight Lieutenant R Mc D Beattie, Captain, in Liberator
A72-64, took off from Pitoe strip with the following
crew - F/Lt A M Andrews, 2nd Pilot, F/Lt D W Willett, WO
Air, F/Lt H Stroud, Nav B (Bombardier), F/Lt T Hockings,
Nav (B), F/Sgt D G Featherstone, Air Gunner, F/Sgt
L R Sapwell, Air Gunner, F/Sgt Devereux L W, Air Gunner,
F/Sgt A J Hogg, WO Air, F/Sgt K Patten, Air Gunner, Cpl
R W V Robinson, Fitter IIE (Acting Flight Engineer) and
passengers - F/Lt K R Harrison Intel, Capt H W Spry and
W/0 2 F B Emanuel Army Observation Officers. This was
an Army Co-operation sortie over Balikpapan.

Information was received from the Command Ship Oboe Two
that the aircraft was hit by light ack-ack fire and
crashed out of control at 1245 hours within enemy
territory. None of the crew were seen to bail out and
it is presumed that there were no survivors.
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1.8.45 F/0 H J Maudsley and F/0 D H Cain, four other ranks and
a reconnaissance party from the 33rd Battalion AIF,
brought in the remains of F/Lt Beattie's crew. The
aircraft and bodies were found some days back by a
soldier who was escaping from a Japanese sniper. He
reported his discovery but subsequent land searches were
unsuccessful until an Auster located the scene of the
crash. The bodies were unidentifiable but three were
positively established as being those of F/Lt
K R Harrison, Intelligence, F/Lt A M Andrews, Second
Pilot and 438726 F/SgtL Featherstone U G AIr Gunner as a
result of finding identity discs and an engraved watch.
Some doubt exists as to whether the remains are those of
thirteen or fourteen persons.

As detailed in the above extracts from the squad’s operations record book, investigation of the crash site
revealed all on board had been killed. They had suffered severe injuries on impact, and only three could be
identified by their tags. Denis Featherstone's remains were identified by his engraved wrist watch. This
watch became an item of vital importance to his surviving family.




The crew were buried near the crash site, and after the war ended were removed to the Labuan War
Cemetery, located on the small island of Labuan (part of Sabah, Malaysia) in Brunei Bay, off the coast of

north-west Borneo. ? Denis’ grave is Coll. grave 18. D. 6-15. One of many young lives cut short, Denis has
not been forgotten by his extended family.

L: Denis Featherstone’s grave in Labuan War Cemetery
R: Denis’ family descendants at the Australian War Memorial

Vale local historian Gwen Baron McWilliam (1933-2024) OAM

- —

S Gwen McWilliam, a Life Member of the Hawthorn Historical
Pl}i{}l\’}ll{l( : ‘ SocietY (HHS), was an early voice promoting the n.eed to preserve
local history. She was a member of HHS for over fifty years and

served the Society in many roles including as a committee
member, volunteer, mentor and advocate. Although her book
‘Hawthorn Peppercorns’, published in 1978, is her most well-
known work, her research also produced scholarly articles

‘ published in journals 1° and interest grabbing historical snippets in

‘ local newspapers, more than 20 history walks and, as she shared

‘ her knowledge generously, she was able to reach a wide audience
and inspire many to embark on their own research.

BY GWEN McWILLIAM

° The Labuan Memorial was primarily intended to commemorate the officers and men of the Australian Army and Air Force who
died while prisoners of war in Borneo and the Philippines from 1942 to 1945 and during the 1945 operations for the recovery of
Borneo, and have no known grave. Subsequently it was found that a number of men belonging to the local forces of North
Borneo, Sarawak and Brunei who were killed on war service also have no known grave, and they too are honoured here. The
memorial was unveiled in June 1953 and commemorates a total of 2294 Commonwealth casualties.

10Example: A Memorable Memorial John Gardiner and the first house in Hawthorn. Contained in the Victorian Historical Journal.
April 1997. Volume 68, Number 1.
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Gwen received an OAM for her service to the community of Hawthorn and district in the 2001 Australian
Honours.

‘Hawthorn Peppercorns’ is sometimes available in secondhand bookshops. Other publications including
‘Early Glen Iris’ (1971), ‘Inns, vineyards & licenses in Boroondara & neighbourhood’ (1991), ‘Camberwell
Villages’ (1992), ‘A School for Glen Iris: The early history of Glen Iris Primary School’ (1998), ‘Hawthorn
Grove: Then and Now : a Street in Hawthorn’ (2003), ‘Brooks paddocks - Lower Hawthorn’ (2004),
‘Hawthorn streets index : a brief history of the streets of Hawthorn’ (2004), ‘Papers of Gwen McWilliam’, 11
can be found in libraries and local historical society collections.

International Women's Day (IWD) Tour of Box Hill Cemetery - Friday 8 March
The first tour for 2024 of the Box Hill Cemetery, jointly conducted by members of the Surrey Hills Historical
Society and the Box Hill Historical Society, will take place on Friday 8 March, 2-4pm.

Celebrated globally, this day acknowledges the social, economic, cultural, and political achievements of
women. There are many breakfasts held on this day, but this is a different way to learn about and
celebrate the achievements of local women or women with a local connection. We will visit 10-12 graves,
one of which is that of Muriel Pornitz (Pornett), an artist who lived a large part of her life in Surrey Hills.
Snippets about her life have been in the collection for decades, but only recently further research has
enabled her story to be better pieced together.

Although her work is represented in a number of collections, hers is not a well-known name. Born in 1894,
she studied at the South Australian School of Arts & Crafts. She worked in a number of media and was also
an illustrator and cartoonist. In a number of ways, hers was a life of struggle. Her father died when she was
young and during World War 1, she was forced to hide her father’s German origin.

Image courtesy of the Hamilton Art Gallery shows:
L to R: Muriel, brother ‘Bon’, her mother Charlotte and sister ‘Babe’.

Members of Box Hill or Surrey Hills Historical Societies are eligible for the discounted price of $15pp; the
general public price is $20pp.

Bookings are essential through:

https://www.trybooking.com/.../sections/2209447/tickets

Meet at the Cemetery Office in the centre of the cemetery. Any queries, contact Sue On 0417368990.

11 A collection consists of original typescripts and photocopies of essays on Hawthorn, Victoria by Gwen McWilliam. Titles
include: Upper Hawthorn : the development of the Glenferrie and Auburn Shopping Centres 1940-1980 (written 1983); A Town
Hall for Hawthorn (written 1988); Wesley Church and area (written 1976); Register of the Common School Hawthorn 293
(written 1989); and Michael Lynch and Grace Park (written 1988).
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Our collection on our move

On 20 December, as soon as the Neighbourhood Centre had closed for 2023, volunteers started packing
the collection in earnest. With prudent culling and a lot of reorganisation of the material, the boxes
mounted steadily until there 85 ready for the removalists on 19 January.

We had hoped that there would be a room ready at the new heritage centre in which the collection could
be safely stored while the builders’ work continued. Sadly, this did not eventuate, and it is now in storage
arranged by the Council. The last things to be removed from the Cerini Room in the Neighbourhood
Centre’s Cottage were the honour boards. Thanks go to Malcolm and Phillip for a tricky job, well done.
Very securely mounted on fragile Victorian plaster walls, some were very difficult to remove but there was
no damage to boards or walls. These and a few key items are safe in private storage. Redundant furniture
was sold off or given away, so very little went into landfill.

The local history collection moves out of Surrey
Hills Neighbourhood Centre after 45 years.

We're ready for the next chapter! Unpacking will
be a lot more fun!
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Reminders - the Victorian Container Deposit Scheme (CDS Vic)

This scheme commenced in November 2023 and aims to reduce waste and litter and improve
recycling. There is a 10-cent refund for every eligible can, carton and bottle returned to nominated
places of deposit and individuals can keep the refund or nominate a charity, community group,
environmental organisation, sports or educational organisation to receive the refund. Most
aluminium, glass, plastic and liquid paperboard (carton) drink containers between 150 ml and

3 litres are eligible. You can keep the lids on as they are also recycled. Look for the 10c mark on the
drink container label. It is often located near the barcode.

SHHS has registered as an eligible organisation under the scheme, so please consider collecting
eligible containers, depositing them and nominating SHHS to receive the refund. The Treasurer has
produced cards with our barcode on them to facilitate this and these will be available at our
meetings. Mont Albert News Tatts & Gifts located at 42 Hamilton Street, is probably your closest
place of deposit.

Annual Subscriptions for 2024

Subscriptions are now due. Your membership assists the Society in continuing its work collecting,
preserving and communicating the history of 3127. Benefits of membership don’t just include the
newsletter and attendance at our regular meetings, but also discount to other Society events, including
cemetery tours, access to the Society’s collection and reference library, and discount on assisted research.

Membership is open to anyone with an interest in the history of postcode 3127 and is on an annual
(calendar year) basis. Subscriptions for 2024 remain the same as in 2023.

Please complete the accompanying form with any updated details and return it to our Treasurer, Alison
Dews.
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